


Chapter One: Introduction
The National Health Service (2022) defines drug abuse (sometimes known as substance misuse) as a repeated use of a drug, both legal and illegal substances, in which its user consumes in either harmful quantities, or consumes by utilising methods that can put the user at risk. Bennett et al, (2008) states that one way in which drugs and drug misuse can link to crime could be where a user funds his or her’s addiction through means including theft. Another potential link to crime, as highlighted by Hammersley et al (1989), is that committing crimes can lead to criminals turning to drugs as a coping mechanism, and the effects of being under the influence of drugs could increase aggression, which can cause an increased risk of committing violent crime. For example, Martens (2022) highlights that alcohol consumption was a leading cause of 90,000 domestic violence deaths worldwide in the year 2016 alone, and every year approximately 300,000 victims of violent assaults worldwide state that their attackers were under the influence of either drugs or alcohol.
Another strong link between drugs and crimes is through the use of County Lines. The National Crime Agency (2018) defines County Lines as a term which describe gangs and criminal organisations in the United Kingdom who export illegal drugs into different areas in the UK and typically target children and vulnerable adults into moving and transporting the drugs, often done under the threat of violence, intimidation, and weapons. Pitts (2021) highlights that there were an estimated 720 County Lines groups operating in England and Wales in 2017, which ended up being increased to over 2,000 County Lines as of 2020. This big increase might suggest that not only drug consumption can have an influence on crime, but that there is an increasing risk of young people and vulnerable adult’s lives and safety being at risk to either becoming forced or manipulated into taking part in illegal drug smuggling.  
These pieces of evidence suggest that there is a problem with drugs having an influence of crime in the world. This dissertation will be focusing on drug-related crimes in South Wales and England and what the police forces in both territories are doing in order to reduce and prevent drug-related crimes, including; county lines and drug dealings that might be taking place in the communities, as well as preventing violent crimes in which drug consumption might be a leading cause, which could be domestic violence, assaults, or murders.   
The College of Policing (2021) states that police forces have strategies and methods in tackling crimes. They undertake this with the mindset of reducing crimes, rather than focusing on what cause crime rates to rise or fall. The College of Policing (2021) highlights the primary approaches police forces utilise to reduce crime, which include; Targeting Places – where police officers are largely delegated to areas that have a crime ‘hot spot’, Targeting People – where officers primarily target victims or perpetrators who cause a large number of crimes, and by Problem Solving – where forces focus on identifying what are the most important problems that need attending to, and working in partnership with local communities. 
One potential problem with this type of policing strategies and methods could be the fact that they might not work in the long-term. For example, it states that they focus on crime reduction and do not investigate why some crimes might increase or occur in the first place. Some readers might argue that if police force also focus on identifying the causes of certain crimes, then the results could also work long-term by preventing the crimes from rising again, rather than the crime reduction being temporary or have the potential to rise again.
  One potential problem relating to drug-related crimes that South Wales Police are currently facing could be Spiking, which is defined by Rape Crisis England & Wales (2022) when an individual puts either a drug or any alcohol into another person’s drink, or even injected into the body, either without their knowledge or consent, and is usually done with the intention of the perpetrator to either rape, assault or rob the victims. South Wales Police (2021) notes that there is an increasing concern of spiking reports around the UK, and one of SWP’s main methods in tackling spiking crimes is by working in a partnership with licensed premises (for example, pubs and nightclubs), to give the staff training to help identify any potential instances of spiking on the premises and ways to safeguard victims. South Wales Police also provide websites, emails and phone numbers where anyone can report any instances of spiking and for victims to help find support.
Another protentional problem Wales and England could be currently facing, as a result of drug-related crimes, is an increase of government spending of UK taxpayers’ money to reduce the crimes.  The Department of Health and Social Care (2021) revealed that a new proposed 10-year drug crime prevention strategy is currently in development and a record budget of £780 million, from the taxpayer’s money, is being used to fund this strategy. Some readers might believe this to be evidence that drug crimes do not just effect individual people and communities, but can also have a knock-on effect of the country’s economy, since a lot of money is needed to help battle these types of crimes while some people might think that other areas, including the National Health Service (NHS), could do with that kind of budget and because such a high amount is being used for this strategy, the NHS might lose out on some extra funding. However, some readers might argue that this strategy is a good thing because, if it all goes to plan and works out, then the reduction and prevention of drug-related crimes could be a long-term result and fewer government funding will be required in this area.
Aims:
The primary aim of this dissertation is to investigate and analyse the different methods and strategies both the South Wales Police in South Wales and the police forces in England, specifically focusing on the Metropolitan Police in London, have implemented, and are also currently in use, in order to prevent and reduce drug-related crimes in both territories, and to decide (based on all the gathered evidence) if their methods and strategies are useful and have an effect in reducing drug crimes, or if they do not have a significant difference to drug crimes in South Wales and England, particularly in London and surrounding England areas where the Metropolitan Police are widely active. And finally, to judge which of the two territories are best at achieving their targets in preventing drug related crimes.
Objectives:
1.) To find out and establish what are the current strategies the South Wales Police and the police in England, particularly the Metropolitan police in London, have in order to prevent and reduce drug-related crimes, or drug abuse statistics.
2.) To research and analyse as many drug-related crime statistics for Wales and England in order to discuss whether the statistics are low, high or declining in one or both territories as a result of these prevention strategies.
3.) To find out any gaps or shortcomings one or both police forces strategies have relating to reducing and preventing drug-related crimes.
4.) To discuss ways in which both police forces can improve on their methods and strategies to reduce drug-related crimes or drug abuse statistics in the future.
5.) To find out what the general public attitude is towards the police in reducing drug-related crime rates.
This research hopes to achieve significance to the world of academia, as well as hoping to be useful to any members of society, by bringing and in-depth insight to an area of a problem that the United Kingdom is currently facing, which is the issue of drug-related crimes and other issues that are influenced by drugs. By the end of this research, readers will hopefully receive a much better understanding of how the police in South Wales and the Metropolitan police in England are trying to tackle drug-related crimes in contemporary society, as well as being more aware of the resulting outcomes of the current methods and strategies that are in place to achieve this, or perhaps become more aware of any potential short-comings and limitations the police in South Wales and in England currently have in their strategies. This research also hopes to inspire any readers in an academic field to conduct further research into this field, and potentially fill the gaps or limitations this research might have. 
This research acknowledges that there are some possible limitations to the study. One example could be the use of methodology, because the researcher is situated in South Wales there might be a lack of collected primary research for the police force in England since there currently is no personal connections to police officers and forces in England and has to therefore make the most of utilising secondary sources in order to obtain the best and most up to date information as possible, as well as avoiding the possibility of readers believing this research paper to be one-sided, being more in favour of the South Wales police. There is also the possibility of a slight generalisation when analysing all of the secondary research, for example, when highlighting and analysing any official statistics relating to drug crimes some might not be fully up to date because the 2023 statistics might not yet be fully available and so the researcher might relate their analysis using the official statistics from 2022 or 2021 under the assumption that the information is the same as in 2023, when there could be a change of trend in 2023 that is not yet publicly known. As mentioned previously, the researcher hopes for future researchers to fulfil these limitations for an even more accurate and up to date result.
Chapter One – the subject of this research has been highlighted and presented. The aims, objectives of the study, as well as the question of what the police forces in South Wales and England/London are doing in order to reduce drug crimes, are identified, in addition to the importance of the topic. The possible gaps and limitations to this research have been noted.

Chapter Two – any pre-existing literature and research will be identified and analysed in order to highlight the possible themes and approaches to reducing drug-related crimes and policing methods and will also utilise academic skills to identify gaps and limitations in the research.

Chapter Three – the methods of research and data collecting for this study will be explored. The researcher’s chosen methods of approach to using Secondary research will be highlighted and justified. There will also be further detail into possible gaps and limitations to the outcome of the chosen methods of research. 
Chapter Four – all pieces of evidence and research will be noted, discussed and analysed in detail. The analysis will be presented in both a written paragraphed format and will present all of the statistics in a way which would make it clear and presentable to the reader.
Chapter Five – the study will form a formal and detailed conclusion, where the researcher will go through each of the study’s aim and objectives in order to give the final answer as to whether the policing methods of reducing and preventing drug-related crimes in South Wales and in London or England do indeed have an effect on the drug crime rates in both territories, whether one territory is more successful in achieving their aim than the other, if people in the communities think the police are doing a good job at reducing or preventing drug-related crimes or maybe drug abuse rates, and what are the possible flaws in their chosen methods of approach, or even if the answer to the whole research is inconclusive. 










Chapter Two: Literature Review
2:1 Introduction
The purpose of this chapter is to review and analyse some of the previous literature, which are based around the research topic of drug crimes. The previous literature, which have been selected and analysed for this chapter, will be linked to the researcher’s aim and objectives, which have been highlighted in the Introduction chapter.
The main topic of this research is drug-related crimes in South Wales and in England, particularly focusing on the Metropolitan Police in London, and on the area of policing methods and strategies used in South Wales and in England as a way for the forces to tackle drug-related crime rates in both territories, in which the researcher will identify what these methods and strategies are and to decide if these play a helpful role in reducing drug crimes. In addition, the research will conclude if either South Wales police or the police in England are the most effective in reducing or preventing drug crime rates in their respective areas. The general objectives, which the researcher has utilised to undertake the research, are to establish what are the current strategies used by the police in South Wales and in England to tackle the problem of drug crimes, to obtain current statistics of different drug-related crimes for South Wales and England to highlight and discuss which of the two areas have the lower drug crime rates and if it is the result of the current policing strategies and also to identify potential problems these strategies have in reducing drug crimes, along with analysing ways in which either territories could make amendments to their strategies, and also to highlight what the members of the public’s attitude is towards the police’s role in reducing and preventing drug-related crimes.
For some background information on the topic of drug crimes in modern society, Allen & Tunnicliffe (2021) state that during the year 2020-2021, there was approximately 210,000 drug-related criminal offences, recorded by the police, throughout England and Wales, which means that this figure is roughly a 19% increase than the recorded drug-related crimes committed during the year 2019-2020. They further state that drug-related deaths in England and Wales have also increased each year from 2011, where there were a recorded 2,652 drug-related deaths that year, up to the year 2020 with a recorded 4,561 deaths, which is an overall 72% increase. A recent example of this increase being a 4% rise in drug-related deaths in England and Wales in 2020 than the previous year 2019.    
Similarly, the Department for Health & Social Care (2022) states that there has been an increase in young teenagers taking illegal drugs in England & Wales, where in the year 2018 one in three 15-year-olds admitted to taking drugs, compared to the year 2014 where it was one in four 15-year olds. In addition, they state that the United Kingdom is one of the main territories in Europe that is most affected by illegal drug usage.
Both of these sources suggest to the reader that illegal drug use is an increasing problem in England and Wales that should be a concern for both the members of the public and for the British government. The current prominence of drugs in England & Wales also makes this research relevant, as it is focusing on a relevant problem in the country.
The rise of illegal drugs could also have an increase in other types of crime. For example, Murphy (2021) notes that although alcohol is more associated with violent crimes including assault, rape and domestic violence, drugs can also play a part in violent crimes, like how in the United States 2 out of 5 instances of rape against a young person are believed to have been committed while the attacker was under the influence of illegal drugs, and approximately 26% of victims of all types of violent crimes in the United States say that the perpetrator was under the influence of illegal substances at the time of the crime. In addition to a possible increase in violent crime as a result of drug use, Carpentier (2007) states that drug users can be more likely to commit other offences such as thievery, burglary, shoplifting and end up working for drug dealers all done in order to help fund their expensive drug habits, which might suggest that illegal drugs can have a knock-on effect on society by being potential influences on different types of other crimes.
These two pieces of information could be useful for this dissertation because the researcher can use them to expand on the existing information. For example, the researcher could research whether South Wales Police and the Metropolitan Police have both considered the potential effect drugs could have on other types of crimes, when deciding and writing up their plans and strategies on preventing drug crimes in South Wales and in England and can also look to see if the increase of drug usage has a correlation in an increase of violent and petty crimes in both territories.
Prairie View A&M University (2017) stated that the best methods in preventing drug usage are to understand how a drug addiction can develop by avoiding temptations & peer pressure by avoiding friends or other environmental factors that might tempt an individual into taking illegal drugs, as well as to seek help for any mental illness that could increase a person’s risk into taking illegal drugs. This information can be important for this research because the researcher could also investigate whether the South Wales Police and Metropolitan Police have taken these tips into account when combating drug crime, for example, do one or both forces use treatment or rehabilitation in their prevention methods, or do they focus more on punishing individuals who take or sell illegal drugs? All of this could be relevant when undertaking the research into the topic. 

The main structure of this literature review will be presented primarily in a chronological order, where the main body will start out by presenting early research into the topic of drug crimes in the United Kingdom in the 20th century. Either through research and investigations carried out at the time, or through previous present-day literature which had carried out investigations looking into historical drug crimes. The main purpose of this is to provide the reader with some historical context and insight into the topic and how it became an important subject in the present day, as well as to identify what were the general running historical insights into the subject. The researcher will also ask and answer the question of whether present day researchers and the police forces in South Wales and in England could learn and take advice from these historical insights, which they could use to tackle drug-related crimes today, or if these historical researches have no relevance when tackling drug-related crimes today.
The researcher will then identify and evaluate present day research into drug crime and its policing strategies, which will then be used to be compared and contrasted with the historical research. Has there been much change in the trends in the research since the 20th century? What could the police forces be doing differently in the present day when tackling drug crimes, compared to the past? As well as identifying the possible gaps in the previous literature research which the researcher will cover when undertaking their own research. The chapter will end with a formal conclusion where the researcher will present what the key findings in the previous literature are, which will be the most important take aways, and will point out which of these are the most relevant to the aims and objectives.  
2:2 Historical context behind the topic of drug crimes
UK Parliament (2022) states that, in 1964, a new piece of government legislation called the ‘Drugs (Prevention of Misuse act) 1964’ was implemented in the United Kingdom. The purpose of this act was to outlaw and criminalise the possession and restrict the importation of specific types of drugs, which included cannabis and amphetamines, which would make this one of the earliest pieces of UK legislation to outlaw drug usage. UK Parliament (2022) also states that the primary reasons why this legislation came to be due to a combination of certain drugs being linked to an increase in juvenile delinquency within the UK, and due to the increasing possessions of drugs among the public following the second world war. Crome & Nutt (2021) expand on this by stating that in the 1960s onwards, cannabis usage still remained popular among British youths and by the 1970s barbiturate drugs became the most common to cause deaths. As a result of these finding, parliament replace the previous drugs act with the ‘Misuse of Drugs Act 1971’, which is a drug act that is still currently in use today.  The Department of Health (2021) highlights that the purpose of the ‘Misuse of Drugs Act 1971’ is to reduce and prevent controlled and regulated drugs to become misused, which tries to achieve this through providing a total ban on the supply, possession, importation and manufacturing of all regulated drugs, excluding those which are allowed by regulations or via a licence.
One general attitude towards drugs and drug consumption in the United Kingdom at this time period (as in during the 1960s and 1970s), as noted by Mold (2007) was that the behaviour of drug taking on its own was looked on as being a disease, especially with the rise of heroin consumption in the 1960s. Matthew (1965) states that in 1959, there was only approximately 47 confirmed heroin users in the UK, but by 1964 had increased to 328, in which around 40% were aged less than 35-years of age compared to 11% that had been reported in 1959. Berridge (1996) highlights that in 1926, heroin addicts were very small in numbers and the ones who were addicts at this time period were mostly in their middle ages and from middle class backgrounds, and became addicted to the drug by using it to help treat a pre-existing physical condition, rather than using non-therapeutically, which shows that there had been a spike in heroin addictions in the early 1960s. One possible reason as to why drug usage began to increase in the UK in the 1960s could be due to changes, as noted by Yates (2002), in youth culture at that time period, which might have included the rise of rock and roll music, and subgroups among young people like the ‘Mods & Rockers’ and ‘Teddy Boy’s’ movements, which were often associated with drug misuse, which might have influenced a demand for ‘black market’ drug manufacturing and distribution. 
All this historical insight into the topic of drugs and examples of it becoming an increasing problem in the United Kingdom, since at least the 1960s, will set the stage for what is to come within the rest of this literature review chapter.
2:3 Historical Literature on the topic of Drug Crimes in South Wales and England
[bookmark: _Hlk135312882][bookmark: _Hlk135314955][bookmark: _Hlk135316749]The first piece of literature which covers drug crimes in the 20th century is James & D’Orban (1970) study into the patterns of delinquency of among heroin addicts in Britain. Their study starts out by highlighting, as previously mentioned, the rise of drug users in the United Kingdom, which came from a non-therapeutic origin, and was especially problematic within the London areas (which might have been a problem for the Metropolitan Police, as they are based in London), but had spread across to other parts of the country (which might have included South Wales), and the use of the drug heroin was becoming increasingly popular amongst British youths. James & D’Orban (1970) then talks about how in conjunction with these increases in drug use and addiction, there appeared to be an increase in criminal delinquency among youths and addicts, which is what they want to investigate.
The sample of heroin addicts who were selected for sampling were chosen of different age, social classes, and the different extent of their heroin use. One of their research methods for this study was to focus on the large, epidemical scale of the problem around the country for more accurate results.
[bookmark: _Hlk135316191]A previous historical study into the topic of drugs and crime is Raford & De Alarcon (1968), who had carried out a study on heroin addiction in young people in one English town of Crawley and concluded that there was little to no evidence that drug users in the age 15 to 20 category were becoming delinquents as a result of their addiction. The problem with this research is that it only focused on one town, which some readers might argue does not accurately reflect the rest of the country’s results. And also, some of the heroin addicts were not daily users, which some might say that the result could be different if the tests had focused solely on the daily users. Another historical study by Hines (1969) focused primarily on heroin addicts who had came from a poor social class in East London and had found that many of the participants had already indulged in delinquent behaviour before their heroin addiction, to which he concluded that heroin addiction was just one part of a wider problem.
James & D’Orban’s (1970) study focuses on both male and female addicts who were in prison. The male addicts who were sampled for the study were aged 21 years and over, while the female addicts were aged 17 to 20 years of age. In total, there were 50 addicts who were sampled, all of whom were using the drugs for non-therapeutic reasons, majority were under the age of 30, most were born in England but with some born in Wales and Scotland, many were misusing the heroin with other illegal drugs; including cocaine and methamphetamine on a regular, daily basis, and all participants came from different social backgrounds. The study was undertaken primarily through the use of interviews and surveys. 
The study found that both the male and female heroin-addicted participants were found to be clearly young, mentally unstable, and possibly sociopathic users. Many of the participants were found to be full time addicts who get up in the morning with a daily routine consisting of obtaining and consuming drugs, with virtually no time for seeking meaningful employment. In addition, although these participants did display a big degree of delinquency but there was little evidence to suggest that this was caused by their drug addiction but had started to occur before their addiction had begun. Ultimately, they conclude the research by stating that heroin addiction does not prove to be a contributor to delinquency and has not shown to significantly alter an addict’s behaviour to become a delinquent, since most had already displayed behaviours of delinquency prior.
[bookmark: _Hlk135342356]Some readers might wonder if this piece of research has any relevance or usefulness in modern society, in regard to the issue of drug crimes in South Wales and England. Firstly, there are a couple of possible gaps in this study that might need addressing. One potential gap in the research is the use of a survey and interview approach, especially when sampling prison inmates. James & D’Orban (1970) sampled 50 addicts who were prisoners, some readers might believe that the number itself is a bit too low to use to accurately reflect the general population of addicts across the country, perhaps a sample of somewhere around the 500-1,000 range the result could have been more of an accurate representation? Another possible problem with the research could be using an interview approach with the prison addicts. For example, some participants might lie or not give the most open and detailed responses, likely due to either avoiding embarrassment or they might feel they might get judged on their responses. Also, the fact that they chose specifically to sample prison inmates might lead to some readers to believe that the researchers could be biased towards the fact that heroin addiction does have a link to influencing delinquency, since the participants have been to prison when some might believe that they should have sampled addicts who either have not been convicted or sample both. However, since the conclusion of the research is quite the opposite (that addiction does not have a link to influencing delinquency) might make readers convinced that the research is not biased.
[bookmark: _Hlk135342912]Perhaps the biggest question readers might have with this research might be whether this research still holds up today and could be a good reference point for the police forces today, when tackling the subject of drug crimes in England and Wales, or if the research is outdated and no longer has any validity in present-day society. A more recent piece of similar research into addiction by Kraut (2022) suggests that there is a correlation between criminality and drug addiction among young people, in particular with the problem of petty crimes such as burglary, which were committed by the addicts in order to raise funds to purchase illegal drugs. Another relatively recent research by International Narcotics Control Board (2003) states that addiction to drugs such as cocaine, amphetamines and barbiturates have the strongest links to violent crimes. There is no suggestion if heroin causes violent crimes. These more contemporary insights suggest that while James & D’Orban (1970) research might be outdated, since there is no mention of drug addiction to heroin might increase the likelihood of delinquent behaviour such as thievery, but it might still be considered accurate in that heroin addiction has very little link to causing delinquency with committing violent crimes. This could imply that the police in the modern age could learn from this historical piece of research by gaining more knowledge about the effects of heroin addiction in young people.
[bookmark: _Hlk135346747]Another older, although slightly more modern, piece of research into the subject of drug crime is May, Warburton et al (2002) research into the policing of cannabis in the England and Wales in the late 1990s and early 2000s. Their study aims to provide a detailed look into how the police in England and Wales deal with and tackle an ongoing problem with the drug cannabis, by focusing on the crime of possession, the policy and how it is put into practice, and how the police deal with the problem. They specifically chose to focus on cannabis because of both territories’ long debate surround the effects and legality of the drug, which was likely provoked further following the introduction of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, and the apparent lack of political willingness to change the law surrounding the drug. They highlight the then general policing attitude towards the possession of the drug, which were to either; provide a formal warning on the street, a formal warning at the station, a caution, an arrest with formal charge. And at that time period, they also highlight that there were approximately 3 million cannabis users across England and in Wales, 2 million of which were teenagers, and the drug itself had been substantially increased in usage over the past 30 years. Ultimately, they created their research using primarily secondary data, such as pulling statistics from government sources, including the Home Office, official police reports and from previous literature. They then concluded their research by stating that the primary reason why the use of cannabis had been increased is not due to the drug becoming more popular, but rather by the increased use of the policing method of Stop and Search. In other words, the possession of cannabis or any other drugs might not have had as much of an increase in usage as some are led to believe.
The College of Policing (2016) explains the policing strategy of Stop and Search as a statutory power whereby a police officer has the right to stop a member of the public in order to search them for any items including a weapon of offence, but they must however only perform the search if the police officer has reasonable grounds of suspicion, and the member of the public is entitled to ask the officer to see their badges or identification. 
[bookmark: _Hlk135348102]May, Warburton et al (2002) have noted, in relation to the police forces in England and Wales, that they did not in fact have an active policy specialising in the policing of cannabis, and also that none of the police officers in either territory had been given any clear guidance on how to properly deal with drug possession offences.
Some readers might find this piece of old research into the policing of cannabis to be relevant in modern day society, because it could offer a possible answer into how statistics in drug possession can increase, such as the increase can be caused by more active policing strategies in tackling drugs instead of more people becoming drug users, and it might be interesting to see how much has changed in terms of the policing strategies in both South Wales and in England, and if there is any improvement in police officers being taught how to deal with drug possession offences.
However, a possible gap in this piece of research could be that the research is only focused on one specific drug, cannabis. Although what May, Warburton et al (2002) might say about say about the policing attitudes and strategies towards cannabis might be accurate, but it might not necessarily apply to all drugs, for example, previous research that has been highlighted has pointed out that certain drugs such as cocaine are linked to an increase of violent behaviour either while under the influence or as a result of their addiction and dependency. This might lead to some readers to suggest that as a possible reason why police forces in Wales and England back then might have expressed an apparent lack of concern for the cannabis drug, since there does not appear to be as much violence and aggression associated with the drug when compared to others. 
2:4 Modern Literature on the Topic of Drug Crimes in South Wales and England
A modern piece of literature related to the topic of drug crimes in South Wales and England is Pierce, Hayhurst et al (2015) research into the relationship between criminals testing positive for drugs, in particular cocaine and opioids, and their previous offending. They start out their research by provide a background context into the research by stating that despite the fact that the topic of drug-related crimes are complex and have many different factors, as previously noted by Seddon (2000), but it is however well researched that individuals who are drug addicts are the perpetrators for a significant amounts of crimes, in particular with crimes that involve financial gains, including theft, which seems to be a recurring trend in this chapter.
[bookmark: _Hlk135383581]Pierce, Hayhurst et al (2015) explain that previous similar research into the topic, particularly within research into opioid treatments, which include research undertaken by Bukten et al (2011) and Degenhardt et al (2013), had concluded their study noting that male addicts commit significantly more crimes than female addicts. This claim can also be further backed up by the statistics provided by Ministry of Justice (2012), but a gap with these researches do not provide much insight into the gender differences involving the extent of the relationship with drug related crimes. Although an older piece of research undertaken by Farabee et al (2001) did highlight the difference between male and female drug addicts and it suggested that the relationship between drug related crimes was even more apparent with female addicts.
[bookmark: _Hlk135384971]Pierce, Hayhurst et al (2015) study primarily utilises quantitative data and research into their work by implementing statistics and figures located from official government and police statistics for England and Wales. One example of this use in the study was by gathering data of persons who had done a saliva swap test for drugs such as opiates and cocaine after an arrest in Wales and England during the years 2005 to 2009, a total of 139,925 of which were found to have had a link with a two-year record history of offending. The research also wanted to compare itself to the results and findings of previous research into the subject, for example, both Parker & Auerhahn (1998) and White & Gorman (2000) had found that there was no solid evidence to suggest that there was a link between drug use and committing violent crimes. In addition, McKeganey et al (2006) suggested that there was a link between drug addiction and fraud and forgery offences.
Ultimately, Pierce, Hayhurst et al (2015) had concluded their study by stating that amongst all of the people who had undertaken a drug test following an arrest, opiate drugs were found out to be most commonly associated with the individual having as significant previous record of offending, and it does appear to be more commonly associated with women than with men, and perhaps most surprisingly to some readers, the drug cocaine was found to be almost exclusively associated with women in regards to prior offending.
Some readers might believe this study to be useful and informative because it highlights the possibility that women might be becoming more increasing involved in drug addictions because some might say that previous research in the field either tend to focus mainly on males, or the general outcome of the studies usually suggest that drug addictions and drug related crimes are most commonly perpetrated by males more than females. This aspect could potentially open the opportunity for future research into the likely problem of women becoming more increasingly addicted to drugs or increasingly committing more crimes as a result of an addiction. This information could also be useful for the police forces in South Wales and in England because the officers might have a belief, whether consciously or subconsciously, that that drug crimes are primarily perpetuated by men, which would lead them to focus their possible methods and strategies, such as Stop and Search, towards males more so than females. By becoming more aware, they might be more likely to view drug crimes as being both a male and female problem, rather than just a male problem.
2:5 Conclusion
In conclusion, the topic of drug crimes in South Wales and in England is important and relevant to conduct research on because it has been an ongoing problem dating back to at least the 20th century, in particular in the 1960s when the UK government started to impose stricter legislation outlawing certain types of drugs, and there is still a lot of researchers conducting investigations into drugs and their relation to crime in the UK, as evidenced with the literature used throughout this chapter.
All of the literature used in this chapter are relevant to the researcher’s project because one of the main objectives is to highlight and establish what are the current methods and strategies used by the police forces in South Wales and in England to help tackle drug crimes. One method and strategy that has been highlighted in past literature is Stop and Search, which the researcher will indicate if that method is still being used in both South Wales and in England currently and if it has much of an effect in deterring drug crimes in either territories, or if it is not an effective current method. Another reason why the literature is relevant is because it links to another one of the researcher’s objectives, which is to analyse many different official statistics that are related to drug crimes in both territories. Many of the previous literature had utilised official statistics taken directly from the police and government, which can help give the researcher and potential future researchers an idea on how to approach present their own findings of the statistics in a clear and concise way in order to make the information most understandable for potential readers. Another relevancy of the literature is that they provide a and highlight possible gaps in the study, which the researcher will take note of when conducting their own study. For example, one of the previous studies had highlighted the possibility that drug crimes such as possession and consumptions might not necessarily be increased, but rather are just becoming more officially recorded as a result of the policing strategies, which is an area the researcher could dive into in their own research. Finally, another point of relevancy with the literature is the researcher’s objective to find out any possible ways that the police in South Wales and in England could improve on their strategies on tackling drug related crimes in both areas. For example, one of the old pieces of research had indicated that police officers in Wales and England are mostly not given much or effective education on how to tackle certain drug related offences, in particular when it involves the drug cannabis, in which a lot of the officers at the time the study had been undertaken were found to not be given proper and effective teachings on the crime of offenses of possession and supplying, which could leave some criminal offences to go unnoticed by the police, and the researcher could investigate to see if much has been improved in upon this area, which can be highlighted upon in the research Methodology chapter.   

















Chapter Three: Methodology
What the researcher of this dissertation hoped to achieve when undertaking the research was to gain a more in depth insight in regards to how the police forces in South Wales and in England, particularly the Metropolitan police in London, set out to tackle and prevent drug-related crimes, which could be an insight that might not be commonly known throughout the general public within South Wales and in England and the researcher also hopes that the research will provide awareness in certain areas of the research topic that need further investigation, which could inspire future researchers to create their own research and investigations in order  to fill in the gap in that specific area. The researcher understood that, In order to effectively convey all of this information, they should make full use of the most effective forms of research methods that will be used to accomplish the research outcome. 
The two main types of methods of research that need to be considered when undertaking this research paper are Primary and Secondary research. Gallucci-Cirio (2023) states that Primary research is when the writer of a research paper carries out first hand original information that had been obtained first-hand by the author, and Secondary research being that the information obtained by the writer had been collected from a pre-existing source or data, which could include being obtained via previously published books, journals articles, which the researcher would analyse or interpret for their own research paper.     
The research methods for this dissertation included the use of Secondary Qualitative Research. Cottrell (2014) states that secondary qualitative research sources involve the use of books and journal articles that have an expert’s findings, in-depth analysis and discussions around the subject area. This method of research was decided by the researcher of this paper because of the wide availability of books, and journal articles that have valuable information from previous research within the area of the subject matter and as well as previously published literature that is centred around the subject matter of drug-related crimes in South Wales and in England that have been be useful for this paper, particularly when the secondary source has been peer reviewed and assessed by professionals, which could to some readers add to the reliability and validity of this research. The researcher had analysed the secondary research data thoroughly by evaluating all of the important information that had been presented, such as by checking the validity of the information by comparing the previously published source to other secondary sources in order to accurately check if the information presented is accurate and worthy to utilise for this current piece of research.   
Another method of research that had been utilised is Secondary Quantitative Research Data. Secondary Quantitative Data is defined by Saunders, Lewis & Thornhill (2015) as being pieces of data that had originally been collected by another individual researcher, or by an organisation, which can be measured or counted with numerical values. In the relation to this piece of research, there had been a sufficient amount of official Secondary Quantitative Data statistics that are were related to the topic of drug-related crimes in South Wales and England police forces, in which many had been sourced from official government websites, including the Office for National Statistics and the Department of Justice, which could most likely be considered by many readers of this paper to be some of the most accurate and reliable information available for this research topic and might be considered valuable enough to properly utilise for this research paper, rather than the researcher of this paper to gather primary quantitative statistics with their own undertaking, which could have been a long and complicated process and might not have provided the most accurate or reliable results, had the researcher of this paper chosen to hand out a survey or a research to a small amount of members of the general public that might have been considered to be an insufficient amount to make a generalised assumption.
A common example of Qualitative Research, which is again defined by Cottrell (2014), is research that usually utilises methods that include a survey or questionnaire that often includes open-ended questions and interviews that intended to gain a more detailed and specific and lengthy response from its participants, instead of the researcher using less specific closed questions. Dossetto (2023) states that closed questions, within the context of a survey or research questionnaire, usually can only be answered by the participant using a limited multiple-choice answers such as ‘yes’ or ‘no’ or a rating scale answer such as ‘agree’, ‘disagree’, or ‘strongly disagree’. Some readers might say that closed answers could be a positive choice of research methods because they’re short, to the point, and could increase the chances of the participants to answer the question because they are short and easy, however Desai & Reimers (2018) state that closed questions do not provide a detailed enough response by not obtaining information of the participants opinions of the subject matter, and also having the possibility of some of the participants misinterpreting the questions and could therefore provide an inaccurate answer.
 The researcher chose not to utilise the method of a survey questionnaire with closed questions because the researcher had based their opinion on the supporting evidence which highlights the negatives in utilising this method, which is the possibility of the participant’s responses not being detailed enough or inaccurate responses because of the possibility of the participants misreading the questions, and as previously mentioned within this chapter, there had already been enough secondary data from official reliable and accurate sources available to the researcher in order to undertake the research process. Another reason why this method was not utilised was due to the researcher’s lack of access to spread a survey questionnaire around to gain as many responses as possible and would therefore not be able to provide a relatively accurate sizeable amount of respondents that could have been used to make a statement that could provide a reasonably accurate generalisation of the participant’s responses. 
Another reason why the researcher chose to make use of secondary qualitive research sources and secondary quantitative data is also to reduce the amount of potential ethical risks. Kelley, Clark, et al (2003) state that the two primary ethical considerations regarding the use of conducting a primary questionnaire include Confidentiality and properly Informed Consent, which means the each and every participant has the right to have both their names and responses to remain either confidential or anonymous and the research must adhere to any potential laws regarding data protection or any other privacy laws. One possible way a researcher could avoid any breaches of these laws or to respect the privacy of the individual participants can be to fully highlight the purpose of the questionnaire or interview, the aims and objectives of the research project itself, and to provide a clear and detailed note explaining that the participants of the research’s personal details and their answers will receive full confidentiality , or even anonymity if they wish to. By utilising secondary research data, the researcher would not have to worry too much about ensuring that all of the information gathered falls within privacy and data protection laws and will ensure that all of the secondary data gathered was obtained within legal and ethical guidelines.
The next chapter of this research project will examine the analysis of results and data that had been undertaken for this research paper.
Chapter Four: Data Analysis 
 This chapter will highlight all the main findings relating to drug crimes, the policing methods in preventing drug-related crimes in South Wales and in England. In order to gain the most relevant results, the researcher has had all finding narrowed down to the main research aims and objectives. Each of the results will be analysed thoroughly, and the results for both South Wales and England police forces will also be compared and contrasted with, which will help to form the basis for a formal conclusion. The research, as noted in the methodology chapter, is primarily secondary research based, which includes the highlighting and evaluation of secondary quantitative data from official sources, and through secondary research with the analysis and evaluation of books and journals.
4:1 What are the current policing strategies used by South Wales Police and the police forces in England to reduce or prevent drug-related crimes?
[bookmark: _Hlk135398200]South Wales Police (2022) that a current strategy used in order to help prevent drug related crimes is through the use of the Substance Misuse and Harm Reduction Strategy, which is defined by Paediatr Child Health (2008) as being a public health strategy designed for people who have drug abuse problems who are unable to overcome their addictions. Currently, South Wales Police (2022) are primarily focusing their Harm Reduction Strategy on vulnerable women within the South Wales region. They state that this is primarily due to the fact that women are more likely to end up in a cycle of a drug addiction resulting from issues such as domestic abuse and being a victim of sexual violence more than men, which could lead the women down a cycle of committing crimes from their drug addiction, end up in the criminal justice system, and it could leave a negative effect onto their children. The Police and Crime Commissioner for South Wales (2022) highlights that they have a partnership with South Wales Police and Her Majesty’s Prison and Probation Service (HMPPS) where they all run a substance misuse and treatment service where they provide help, support and intervention for drug addicts, which could possibly help to reduce certain drug related crime rates such as theft, and violent crimes, which might be committed by users who are either under the influence of a drug, or are desperate for money to fund their addiction, which is an element that had been highlighted in the literature review. South Wales Police (2023) also currently use the Stop and Search method, which could be used to prevent drug related crimes such as illegal possession and consumption by confiscating the drugs from a person who the officer might suspect are in possession of. 
In England, the police forces currently have a strategy that focuses on the drug crime of County Lines, particularly around the London metropolitan areas. The Greater London Authority (2019) state that they have a duty and legal obligation to safeguard children from being harmed or groomed by gangs who force children into being a part of country lines. Similar to South Wales Police with their Harm Reduction Strategy, the England police, including the Metropolitan police in London, work with different organisations that help support young people who are victims of county lines, and also provide education to young children about the problem, which could help them stay away from being involved, these include Catch-22 (2023), who state that they provide one-to-one support to young people and their families, alongside other agencies. Same with South Wales Police, police forces in England, as stated by Greater Manchester Police (2023), the police forces also currently use the Stop and Search method. 
4:2 What are the current statistics for drug-related crimes in Wales and England?
A couple of general current drug-related crime statistics for both Wales and England is specified by Allen & Tunnicliffe (2021), which shows that during the years 2020 to 2021, there was a record of approximately 210,000 drug-related offences by police forces in both Wales and England. They state that this is a worrying figure because, not only is it a high number, it is also a 19% increase from years 2019 to 2020, which the years 2019 to 2020 in itself had a 13% increase of recorded drug-related offenses from the years 2018 to 2019, according to the Magistrates Association (2020). The police force area in England with the highest drug-related offenses is Merseyside, and the area with lowest offences is Staffordshire. The areas in South Wales with the highest drug offenses as of 2021, stated by Searl (2021), are Newport and Gwent. The Sentencing Council (2022) states that the most common recorded drug-related offenses in Wales and England are possession, manufacturing, importation and supply. Clark (2022) highlights that London, which would be policed by the Metropolitan police force, is the region in both Wales and England that has had the highest number of police seizures of illegal substances, followed by the North-East England region and then Wales, the most common drug to be seized and confiscated by the police forces is cannabis.   
Some readers might be asking why there has been a big increase in drug-related offenses in Wales and England in recent years? Jones (2023) argues that the reason why there has been an increase in, not just drug-related offences, but crimes in general, is not due solely because of people committing more crimes, but rather because of the improvements in the police recording processes, new variation in policing activity and an increase in victims reporting the crimes. Interestingly, this is a similar argument as one of the previous studies into the topic that had been discussed in the literature review chapter, focusing on the police in England and Wales with cannabis in the late 1990s. This might suggest to some readers that maybe not much has changed with the police tackling drug-related crimes? However, some readers might argue that this argument could be the police or UK governments trying to deflect the fact that some crime is genuinely on the rise, which might include drug-related offences, and that the authorities do not to admit to this and act as though nothing significant has changed in crime rates?
4:3 What are the gaps or shortcomings in the police forces in South Wales and England’s methods and strategies in preventing drug-related crimes?
One possible gap with the with both police forces in South Wales and in England is that they might be a bit too focused on the possession side of the crimes. For example, the most common form of drug-related crime in Wales and England, as noted above, tends to be people who are found to have possessed the drug, either on themselves or in their homes, and most targeted drug being cannabis. Some people might think that the police targeting cannabis might be either a bit excessive or unfair. One thing that might influence a person’s opinion could be the U.S. Department of Health (2019) states that the drug cannabis, although the drug is illegal in the United Kingdom, but it can have medicinal use in helping to treat certain illnesses and symptoms of cancer and chemotherapy, as well as soothing chronic pain. This might lead some readers into believing that although cannabis might be harmful to its users but it does have its advantages, especially when compared to other and potentially more dangerous illegal drugs such as fentanyl and cocaine, as suggested by Irving (2020). Some individuals might also think the police targeting cannabis is unfair because there are drugs which can be, arguably, more dangerous and damaging which are legal, which could include alcohol which the police could spend more of their focus on, and some might also believe they are also not putting enough focus on more serious drug-related crimes such as spiking, county lines and crimes that might be predominantly committed under the influence of drugs and alcohol such as thievery, as noted previously in this research. 
Another potential issue with the policing methods in South Wales and in England is the use of stop and search itself. Yesufu (2013) stated that ethnic minorities in British society, most commonly in the London metropolitan region, have made complaints over many years about how they are unfairly targeted by police officers, one of the most common claims surrounding this problem is that people from an ethnic minority background are either much more likely to be targeted by police officers for a stop a search than a person from a white background, possibly as a result of racial stereotypes and institutionalised racism, or that there are a lot more of ethnic minorities being picked on for stop and search than a white person. Some readers could also believe that the police forces in maybe both South Wales and in England, particularly in Metropolitan police-controlled London, do have a racial bias in favour of white people because of studies, including one undertaken by Macpherson (1999) that relate to the police responses to the murder of ethnic minority teenager Stephen Lawrence in London, which do indeed suggest that the police forces, especially within London, can be institutionally racist. Although it is worth noting that many of these claims and studies primarily focus on the Metropolitan Police in London, which could suggest to some readers that those claims of institutionalised racism might not necessarily apply to the South Wales Police, as in just because one police force in London could potentially be institutionally racist, does not mean that the police forces in South Wales, or even police forces in the whole of England are all institutionally racist.  
4:4 What are the ways in which the either the police forces in South Wales and England, or the governments, can improve on their current methods and strategies in reducing drug-related crimes in the future?
One possible way for the police forces in South Wales and in England to improve on their strategies in reducing drug-related crimes could be for both forces to expand on their focuses. For example, instead of directing a lot of their time and focus on charging people for possession of on drugs such as cannabis, which have been noted by previous researches highlighted, to not be as harmful as other illegal or even legal drugs, or confiscating a person’s cannabis, the police should focus more on drugs that can be a lot more damaging, especially if a child or vulnerable adult got hold of it, which could be cocaine and fentanyl. 
Another possible way for there to be improvements in the methods to reduce drug-related crimes could be for the UK government to invest more money into rehabilitations in prisons for both Wales and England areas. Clark (2022) states that prisons in both Wales and England are severely underfunded due to government cutbacks, which could also mean that in-prison rehabilitation for people who had been convicted of drug-related crimes are not receiving either enough, or effective help and support in order for them not to commit the same drug-related crimes that had got them into prison in the first place. Not only rehabilitation for drug addiction, but also general help and support for prisoners who just got released from prison and are now struggling to find a job and a stable accommodation might also be affected by government financial cutbacks, which could indirectly cause former prisoners to revert back into a drug addiction in order to help themselves cope with their stressful situation. Are there any other areas that the government could cutback financially on in order to fund more money into prison rehabilitation for drug-addicted prisoners?
4:5 What is the general public’s attitude towards the police in Wales and in England reducing drug-related crime rates?
More in Common (2023) reported that approximately 68% of people across Wales and England do not believe that the police are taking crime solving seriously at all. In addition to this figure, approximately 81% of people in Wales and England do believe that the police should be held into more account for their inappropriate behaviour and negligence when investigating crimes. It also reported that the public’s trust in the police has practically disappeared, with reportedly only one in ten people, on average, trust the police greatly. Furthermore, the top four types of crimes that the members of the public strongly believe that the police do not take seriously enough are Sexual assault, Burglary, Rape, and Anti-social behaviour. 
Interestingly, some readers might say that drugs play a role in all four of those types of crimes. For example, Office on Women’s Health (2021) state that drugs are often used by criminals to spike a woman’s drink, which would then put the women into a state of involuntary intoxication, or unconsciousness, which will make it much easier for the perpetrator to commit rape and sexual assault on the spiked woman. Another possible way that drugs can relate to these four types crimes could be through anti-social behaviour. For example, in one of the resources that had been cited in a previous chapter, alcohol consumption can increase the chances of anti-social behaviour because it could increase the levels of aggression in the consumer, and could cause disturbances in the surrounding areas, or even increased the likelihood of committing domestic abuse. Another way drugs could link with anti-social behaviour could be through the use of public consumption of the drugs, for example, if either one person or a group of people gather in a public place, such as a park where families and children are highly likely to be around, the groups of people might end up smoking a drug such as cannabis, which some people might believe will end up making the families or parents uncomfortable and might end up reporting the people to the police.
 Another way how drugs might influence these four types of crimes could be through burglary. As highlighted in the literature review chapter, a common trait of a fully-fledged drug addict can be stealing, theft. For example, when someone is deep into a drug addiction, which could be a very expensive addiction due to the cost of most types of drugs, it is a likely possibility that the addict might end up running out of money to fund their habit. As a result of the addict being broke, they might get desperate and end up stealing money from someone close, such as a friend or a family member, and eventually the addict could end up committing burglary by breaking into a person’s home or property and either steal money or steal valuable items and possessions for them to sell in order to gain money to continue on with their habit. 
All of this information shows that drug-related crimes do not necessarily just mean possessing, selling or manufacturing the illegal drugs, it could also have either a knock-on effect into other types of crimes, or it could have an indirect cause into a lot of other different types of crimes, and therefore we might not know the full scale and extent of all drug-related crimes. Some readers might believe that the police forces in both South Wales and in England might only shift most of their focus into the possession and distributing side of crimes relating to drugs because it could well be too difficult for all forces on both sides to pin down all areas of crime where drugs could play a role in causing, and also that they might not have been given extensive knowledge and training into ways how they could either prevent or reduce all types of crimes where drugs may or may not play a part in.
However, the researcher acknowledges certain limitations in this piece of research in regards to the lack of primary research undertaken. Some readers might believe that this piece of research could be more reliable had it contained detailed primary research, particularly with a possible survey or questionnaire to find up to date information of the public attitudes towards policing methods and strategies in order to reduce or prevent drug-related crimes in South Wales and in England, particularly the Metropolitan police-controlled London. 
As highlighted in the introduction and the Methodology chapter, the researcher does not have immediate access to both Metropolitan police officers or Metropolitan police employees with inside knowledge, or members of the public within London to utilise for a questionnaire, the researcher had to make use of contemporary secondary quantitative and qualitative research for both the South Wales Police and for the Metropolitan Police in London, along with secondary information for police forces outside of London to provide further information on the police in England.               
The next chapter of this research paper will form a final conclusion.




Chapter Five: Conclusion
In conclusion, the whole subject of this research was to investigate drug crimes and the policing methods and strategies used by police forces in South Wales and England that are currently in use in order to help reduce or prevent the chances of drug-related offences from occurring in both countries. The primary aims were to investigate and analyse some of the different methods and strategies that are in use in either territories, then to decide if the police force’s current methods and strategies do have a use and an effect in reducing or preventing drug related offences, or whether these strategies do not have much effect in the reduction or prevention of these drug crimes in one or both areas. The last aim was to judge which of the two territories have the best performance in achieving the drug related crime reductions. 
Throughout the whole research into the topic, the researcher had mange to provide some historical insight into the research topic of drug related offenses, in the 20th century. A key finding in this section of research was that the concern of the increase in drug related crimes and increasing number of addicts had been ongoing since at least the 1960s, at the time of the rise of different youth subcultures, and the rock music scene, which had all been associated with drug use and addiction at that time. Another key finding in this section was that there had been an increase in cannabis users in Wales and England during this time period, which seems to still persist to this day, and had also seemed to have increased the records in the drug related offenses of possession and distribution in Wales and England.
Some of the similarities between the historical and present day research seems to show that some of the policing methods in Wales and England remained the same. For example, one of the 20th century literature insight seem to show that the police in Wales and England used the Stop and Search method, a method which is still in use in both areas today. Although, there has been evidence to suggest that the method of stop and search does come with some negative undertones, most commonly with the claim that the police officers target more people of an ethnic minority background much more than someone from a white background, evidence to support this claim coming from different studies that conclude the police officers, especially ones who work for the Metropolitan police in London are, indeed, institutionally racist, would might have helped to influence the negative public perception of the police.
To conclude the question as to whether the policing methods in reducing drug related crimes and offences in South Wales or in England do have an effect the in drug crime rates in either territories. Well, based on all of the secondary research that had been gathered and utilised, the answer seems to be that neither territories’ police force’s methods are effective. Based on all of the analysed drug crime statistics in both countries, drug crime rates are shown to actually be increasing for both over the past few years, and also the public perception of the police in both areas seems to lean towards the fact that the police are not doing enough in order to tackle crimes, mainly crimes which do appear to have either strong or tenuous links to drug consumption and addiction, which could include sexual assaults, burglaries, and anti-social behaviour. Also, the fact that more than half of the general public in Wales and England either do not trust, or have very little faith in the police.
Similarly, neither South Wales police or the police forces in England could be effectively judged on which forces are the best at tacking drug related offences in their respective territories, since majority of the findings of results seem to portray both area’s forces in a negative light. Although, some of the most critical negative results seem to primarily target the Metropolitan Police in London, especially with all the studies that conclude that force to be guilty of institutionalised racism, which there seemed to be a lack of evidence to determine that the South Wales police force are also institutionally racist. Perhaps this could be a potential area for a future researcher to investigate to fill in this gap of research, which is to investigate if the South Wales Police are institutionally racist, or something similar? Based on these results, some readers might say that South Wales police force are perhaps better than the forces in England in that regard, albeit not by a long way.
The researcher does acknowledge some gaps and shortcomings within his own research, in which future research are welcome to either expand upon or fill in the gaps. For example, because of the topic of drug crimes being a very broad area of research, it is highly possible that there may be some aspects or elements of the topic that might have been overlooked by the researcher. For example, there are many different methods and strategies in which the police in South Wales and England may currently have in use in order to help prevent or reduce drug crimes which did not get covered in this research. This likely due to a lack of time to formally prepare, evaluate and include into this research project, or it might be due to the fact that the work would have taken up too much time and space into this project. A reader of this dissertation, or a future researcher might have either some awareness or detailed knowledge in many other ways police forces in South Wales and England, or maybe even in any other different countries or territories, such as Scotland, Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland, which might have different methods or strategies in combating drug related crimes than the police in South Wales and in England, which someone could investigate in. Or a potential future researcher might be inspired to create their own research into the same or similar area, such as a different crime. For example, someone could launch an investigation into the South Wales and English policing methods and strategies that are being utilised in order to reduce and prevent rates of sexual assaults, or anti-social behaviours.            
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