Write an essay of 2500 words on one of the following questions:
How and why are location and/or topography exploited in literary presentations of the Persephone abduction myth.
Emily Hughes

The geographical locations mentioned throughout the Homeric Hymns to Demeter are very fundamental in understanding her cult following. The Eleusinian Mysteries was one of the most famous cults from ancient Greece, because it is a 'Mystery Religion'. The Eleusinian Mysteries aetiology comes from the Homeric Hymn to Demeter and there are two festivals, that were twice-yearly to commemorate the kidnapping of Demeter’s daughter Kore (Persephone), and the return of Kore. The Mysteries had two formats, the Lesser and Greater Mysteries, the Lesser Mysteries was held in spring and the Greater Mysteries was held in autumn Eleusis is the most important as it’s harvest and being thankful for the good harvest that year. The geographical location we see Demeter visit in her journey of the mortal men cities. In the Homeric Hymn to Demeter, we see that the King of Eleusis’ daughters meet Demeter, and they’re unaware at who she is, “She was seen by the daughters of Keleos, son of Eleusinos, who were coming to get water, easy to draw [from the well], in order to carry it in bronze water-jars to the phila home of their father. There were four of them, looking like goddesses with their bloom of adolescence: Kallidikē, Kleisidikē, and lovely Dēmō. And then there was Kallithoē, who was the eldest of them all.”[footnoteRef:1] they invite Demeter to stay within their home, “Rather, they will receive you. For, right now, you look like the gods.”[footnoteRef:2] Here we see Demeter get accepted into the family almost immediately and we are told how deeply she is still mourning Persephone. She refuses the wine and ask for a barley and water mix, as she is still in this deep mourning, she is not giving herself those simple pleasures. This is when Metaneira asks Demeter to become a nursemaid to her son and we see Demeter reply with, “Woman, I wish you kharis back, and then some. May the gods give you good things. With positive intentions, I will take your little boy as you tell me to. I will nourish him, and I do not expect that, through the inadvertence of her nursemaid”[footnoteRef:3] this is where we see Demeter in her highest point of grief as she latches onto the child and falls in love with him, almost like he was her own son, “Now Demeter would have made him ageless and immortal if it had not been for the heedlessness of well-girded Metaneira, who went spying one night, leaving her own fragrant bedchamber, and caught sight of it [what Demeter was doing]. She let out a shriek and struck her two thighs, afraid for her child. She had made a big mistake in her thūmos. Weeping, she spoke these winged words: “My child! Demophon! The stranger, this woman, is making you disappear in a mass of flames!”[footnoteRef:4] This is where Demeter tried to turn Demophon into an immortal out of pure grief of missing her daughter. She is furious that the process to make the child immortal was interrupted, and she orders a temple to her, “I am Demeter, the holder of tīmai. I am the greatest boon and joy for immortals and mortals alike. But come! Let a great temple, with a great altar at its base, be built by the entire dēmos. Make it at the foot of the acropolis and its steep walls. Make it loom over the well of Kallikhoron, on a prominent hill. And I will myself instruct you in the sacred rites so that, in the future, you may perform the rituals in the proper way and thus be pleasing to my noos.”[footnoteRef:5] This is where the parade for the mysteries travel to, to celebrate her rites. The King of Eleusis, hearing the story about the goddess builds a temple in her honour and starts the Eleusinian Mysteries, “Then he [Keleos] assembled the masses of the people, from this end of the public place to the other, and he gave out the order to build, for Demeter with the beautiful hair, a splendid temple, and an altar too, on top of the prominent hill.”[footnoteRef:6] Not only this but in myth Demeter teaches Triptolemos the art of agriculture and how to use their land around them to thrive with their crops and harvest. This is important because most of world was going through a famine since Demeter was not fulfilling her role as a goddess as she was mourning the loss of her daughter. Being able to manipulate the around you help yield resources such as crops is a valuable skill to have especially in ancient Greece, where famine and disease was a common thing. This shows that the location of Eleusis in the Homeric Hymn to Demeter became an important geographical location, as this become the home and founding place of the Eleusinian Mysteries, and location becomes an important factor in parts of their religious rites, such as the Well we see Demeter rest before she is greeted by the daughters of the King of Eleusis. Initiates of the Eleusinian Mysteries would dance around the well in honour of Demeter. This shows how important location is for the initiates of the Eleusinian Mysteries. We see her rest by the Well, "She sat down... at the well called Parthenion"[footnoteRef:7] In the Eleusinian Mysteries, they recognise this as the Kallichoron, or the Well Around Which to Dance. In the passage 90-117 of the Homeric Hymn to Demeter, we see Demeter stop to rest and weep for her daughter. The Well is in Eleusis and during the Eleusinian Mysteries festival the initiates would dance around this well in honour of the goddesses. These are two locations where we see the Eleusinian Mysteries have taken to be a part of their sacred rituals.  [1:  Lines 105-110 Homeric Hymn to Demeter]  [2:  Homeric Hymn to Demeter]  [3:  Lines 225-227 Homeric Hymn to Demeter]  [4:  Lines 248 Homeric Hymn to Demeter]  [5:  270- 274 Homeric Hymn to Demeter]  [6:  Lines 292-299 Homeric Hymn to Demeter]  [7:  Lines 99 Homeric Hymn to Demeter] 

	The locations of Eleusis and the Well are not only just mentioned in the Homeric Hymn to Demeter, if we look to Ovid’s Fasti, we see him talking about the similar places, and he is a Roman author writing hundreds of years after this Homeric Hymn. We see Demeter in Attica and making her way towards Eleusis, however when she sits for a rest, Ovid describes it as “There for the first time she sat her down most rueful on a cold stone: that stone even now the Cecropidsa call the Sorrowful.”[footnoteRef:8] Here there is no mention of the ‘Well’, the initiates supposedly dance around, this could be because Ovid is a Roman author, and how the Roman religion has been formatted does differ from the Greek Religion at times, and this could be in names, locations, and certain objects. The difference could be because the ‘Well’ have no significance to the Roman, whereas to the Greeks this Well is a bit more important that it is mentioned. The Homeric Hymns was written for the cult rituals and to represent the cult, so this could be why it has been mentioned compared to Ovid. It is also mentioned by Ovid, how Demeter sat there by the stone in mourning, and she was not found by the daughters of the king of Eleusis, like in the Homeric Hymn, “They wept with her, those tender hearts, the old man and the maid; and these were the words of the worthy old man: “So may the ravished daughter, whose loss thou weepest, be restored safe to thee, as thou shalt arise, nor scorn the shelter of my humble hut.” As he led her and she followed, he told her how his son was sick and sleepless, kept wakeful by his ills.”[footnoteRef:9] The story is very similar to the Homeric Hymn to Demeter as she tries to burn their son alive to make him immortal and safe. We see the Well being symbolic and important to the Ancient Greeks, and for Ovid not to mention it, suggests it was not that important within Roman culture and religion.  [8:  Ovid’s Fasti]  [9:  Ovid’s Fasti] 


	The Vale of Nysa where Persephone got kidnap is a very important geographical location, as we see how Hades uses the area to his advantage and trick Persephone into picking the flower to ensnare her. When Persephone picks the Narcissus flower a trap left by Gaia to help Hades, it opened the ground a Hades appeared to take her away. Here we see Hades using the topography of the area to be able to snatch her away. “And the narcissus, which was grown as a lure for the flower-faced girl by Gaia [Earth]. All according to the plans of Zeus. She [Gaia] was doing a favor for the one who receives many guests [Hadês]. It [the narcissus] was a wondrous thing in its splendor. To look at it gives a sense of holy awe to the immortal gods as well as mortal humans.”[footnoteRef:10] Not only was it very easy for him to take her, but she was distracted by the surrounding area of flowers, which caused her to be distracted and let him take her. However, we see in Ovid’s Fasti, that he does not lay a trap, just simple waits for her to become separated from her companions “Intent on gathering, she, little by little, strayed far, and it chanced that none of her companions followed their mistress. Her father’s brother saw her, and no sooner did he see her than he swiftly carried her off and bore her on his dusky steeds into his own realm.”[footnoteRef:11] Here we see a difference in how Hades captures her, in Homeric Hymn to Demeter we see him using the meadow to his advantage to lure her away, and this is done with the Narcissus. Whereas Ovid’s Hades seems to wait for that opportune moment. We also see Gaia doing a favour for Hades, by planting the Narcissus trap for Persephone to fall into. This shows multiple gods being involved in her kidnapping. We almost see the childlike wonder as Persephone goes to pick this flower, but she is being betrayed by the nature and environment around her, “She [Persephone] was filled with a sense of wonder, and she reached out with both hands to take hold of the pretty plaything.[2] And the earth, full of roads leading every which way, opened up under her. It happened on the Plain of Nysa. There it was that the Lord who receives many guests made his lunge. He was riding on a chariot drawn by immortal horses. The son of Kronos. The one known by many names”[footnoteRef:12], and we see from Persephone’s point of view how the earth betraying her shook her, but not harmed “I was joyfully gathering the flowers, and then the earth beneath me gave way, and there it was that he sprang out, the powerful lord who receives many guests. He took me away under the earth in his golden chariot.”[footnoteRef:13] [10:  Lines 8- 10 Homeric Hymn to Demeter]  [11:  Ovid’s Fasti ]  [12:  Homeric Hymn to Demeter]  [13: Homeric Hymn to Demeter] 

	When we see Persephone and Demeter reunited, we see a fundamental change to the whole world, “Swiftly she darted off from the peaks of Olympus and arrived at the Rarian Field, the life-bringing fertile spot of land, in former times, at least. But, at this time, it was no longer life-bringing, but it stood idle and completely without green growth. The bright grain of wheat had stayed hidden underneath, through the mental power of Demeter, the one with the beautiful ankles. But, from this point on, it began straightaway to flourish with long ears of grain as the springtime was increasing its power. On the field, the fertile furrows began to be overflow with cut-down ears”[footnoteRef:14], we see the earth growing plants and crops start to flourish and this is because of the return of Persephone. For nature to flourish like this shows how deep in mourning Demeter had been and how important of a deity Demeter is, as she can cause famine to the mortal world. The aetiological understanding of the changing season come from this myth, we see Zeus proclaim “He [Zeus] assented that your daughter, every time the season comes round, would spend a third portion of the year in the realms of dark mist underneath, and the other two thirds in your company and that of the other immortals.”[footnoteRef:15] This was how the Greek understood the seasonal change, because Persephone is with her mother, crops thrive and grow, however when she goes back to the Underworld, the crops start to die, this is when harvest and winter come around.  [14:  Line 450-455 Homeric Hymn to Demeter]  [15:  Lines 463-465 Homeric Hymn to Demeter] 


	You can conclude that topography and the geography in the myth is very important as it can tells us a lot about the religion of Demeter, it helps us to understand the mystery cult that is the Eleusinian Mysteries and considering it is a mystery cult lots of rites and rituals would be hidden from our knowledge, but the geography of the area really helps us to understand the history of the cult and how the initiates might understand the myth through the hymn to Demeter. The Vale of Nysa is important, as we see Hades using the geographical and the topography of the area to make his capture of Persephone very easy. We see her get distracted by the flowers which Hades uses to his advantage to kidnap her. Ovid does differ in his description of the areas and how certain situations happened, but his writing and perspective of the myth is very fascinating and is relatively similar to the Hymn to Demeter but has been heavily influenced by the Roman religion and their understanding of the gods, and how they act in their religion. When we see Demeter and Persephone be reunited, we see how the world seems to flourish with nature and crops, and this shows how deep of a depression Demeter was in and how the reuniting of these two characters basically helped the Greeks understand about seasonal changes even if it was through a myth. Demeter teaching Triptolemos the art of agriculture is fundamental to the Eleusinian Mysteries and to the city of Eleusis. With the Greek world going through a famine because of Demeter’s grief, means that people are able to manipulate the land around them to their advantage, which is very important.
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