Assignment two

Developa ‘blog’ post which demonstrates yourin depth understanding of an advocacy issue of your
choice.

Advocacy Support for People with Learning Disabilities.

Everybody whatevertheir age, colour, orsex, will sometimein theirlife need the supportof an
advocate. Accordingto Age UK (2022) an independent advocate role is to support the people who
believethattheyare not beingtaken seriously and theirviews are not beingtaken into accord, as
well astheirrights beingrespected. Some of the people, that need the most help would be people
who are classed as havinga disability.

But whatis classed as a disabled person?

Mencap (2022) statesthat ‘a learningdisability is areduced intellectual ability and difficulty with
everyday activities - forexample household tasks, socialising or managing money - which affectsa
personfortheirwhole life.” Mencap (2022) believethatthere are up to 70,000 people withlearning
disabilitiesin Wales, but out of all of them, only 1in4 are known and supported by social services.
The table below is provided by StatsWales (2022) and shows how many disabled people are onthe
registerin Wales.
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Disabled people face an upward battle throughout their lives. Where can disabled people and their
familiesturntowhenthey need help? Palrung (2022) believes that disabled people are not just

looking forthe help andinformationthey need, but thatthe information that theyreceiveis up-to-
date and accurate at the time and unbiased.



Independent Mental Health Advocates (IMHA) are usually trained underthe Mental Health Act 1983
and can help disabled people enforce theirrights. According to Mind (2022) an IMHA can helpifa
disabled personisa ‘qualifying compulsory patient’ ora ‘qualifyinginformal patient”. An IMHA can
help a qualifying compulsory patient by explaining a persons rights, and explaining about any
treatmenta person mightbe havingand they can helpthat person gettheirviewsacross according
(Mind, 2022). However, if the personis a qualifyinginformal patient, the advocate will explain about
any treatment, the reasons why a personisreceiving said treatmentand what the legal basis s, if
any, as well as attending any meetings that the person needs to attendinregard to their treatment.

There are laws and regulationsin place, which are there to help improve adisabled person’slife.
Such as the recent UK social care legislation (Equality Act, 2010) which has combined pastlaws and
regulationsintoone, indicating that it protects disabled people from discrimination, whilstin or
tryingto gainemployment, if they need schooling such as, day service butalso protects the staff that
look afterthem. Thenthere ishow a disabled person can gain access forexample, abuildingif they
use a wheelchair, isthere aramp, automaticdoors and then a liftif the person must gain access to
anotherfloor.

(We know your dreams, 2017).

There are different models of disability according to Disabled World (2022) these are:

1. Medical —thisiswhere the disabled personisviewed as a problem of the person, usually
caused by disease, trauma, or other health problems.

2. Social - seestheissue of "disability" as a socially created problem.

3. Tragedyand/orCharity Model of Disability —thisiswhere disabled people are viewed as
deserving pity.

4. Moral Model of Disability—this model is where disabled people are morally responsible for
theirown disability. Forexample, bad actions due to their parents.

5. Empowering Model of Disability —allows disabled people or theirfamily to decide the cause
of action needed forany treatment orservices they would like to benefit from.

6. Social Adapted Model of Disability —this model iswhere adisabled person has limitationsin
an environment more foran able-bodied person.



7. Religious Model of Disability —with this model the disabled personis punished by God, due
to a sincommitted by the person or theirfamily.

(Disabled World, 2022).

With the seemly lack of support for disabled people where it comes to advocacy, were they not
gettingthe correct help and the quality of support? Also, what they are receiving can also be
inconsistent. Therefore, Voice Ability (2022) set out a case for the need for a national commissioned
specialistadvocacy service. Voice Ability (2022) also recommended that there should be aspecialist
advocacy service which would support and provide a more effective service to all disabled people.

The Welsh Governmentare making changestoimprove the lives of disabled people. Theiraimisto
start a National Learning Disability Observatory for Wales wherethey will be able to start collecting
data and information about disabled people to helpimprovetheireveryday lives. They also want to
improve support by using “Positive Behavioural Support” and traumainformed care with disabled
people (Welsh Government, 2022).

People First (2022) state eveninthe womb, a disabled child has not the same rights as a normal
child. Thisis because you can still abort a disabled child even afterthe 24-week mark, up to full term.
People First(2022) aim to support disabled people, especially with their

campaign #DownrightDiscrimination which aimsto have the clause taken out of the Abortion Act to
stop the laterin pregnancy abortions, just because they are disabled. They believe thateveryonehas
aright to existwhethertheyare disabled ornot. BBC (2014) stated ‘some ethicistsdon'tlike the
argumentthat abortion should be allowed wherethe baby, if born, would suffer from physical or
mental handicap’.

Doesthis send a message that disabled people are less worthwhile than normal people and make
disabled people feelless valued?
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