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[bookmark: _GoBack]Section 1 

For my session I was in the Foundation Phase with a Year 2 class and set a personal training target to use a greater amount of incidental classroom Welsh whilst leading sessions. The learning objective of the session was to “listen and discuss key details and actions from the “Tedi Twt a Doli Glwt yn yr Ysgol” book”. The success criteria are that all children should listen to the story and be engaged with the session, most children should answer questions posed by the teacher and some children should reach the extension activity of drawing a picture to match their chosen new action from the book. Within this session the main resource I used was the book I read to the groups and colouring pencils which they used to draw their matching pictures to the new phrases learnt from the story. This links to the Welsh language development from the Foundation Phase Framework skill to “view and listen carefully to a variety of visual and audio-visual stimuli” and “listen to a story being read by following the print”. This introduction to simple actions can later be expanded upon in future lessons and further increasing the complexity of the language being learnt by the children.             


Section 2

https://youtu.be/tgqcmhifH4o


Section 3 

My feelings regarding the experience of teaching a welsh session for the first time was that I was very nervous teaching a session to a Year 2 class as I have very basic knowledge and understanding of the Welsh language. Having lived in England until I moved to University in Carmarthen this year, left me with virtually no prior knowledge to recall upon. I was also very apprehensive reading in front of a group as this was also the first time reading out loud to a group of children. In preparation for this session I asked for help from my peers on pronunciation of words and phrases whilst practicing making sure that the children are engaged with the story and that all the children can clearly hear and understand what I am saying. Throughout the session I posed questions to the children on what they thought was happening in the story. Preferably, I would have liked to have had more children in the groups I was given by my teacher as I would have liked a greater social aspect for children to feed off their other peer’s ideas, however due to other school commitments I could only have a limited number of students at a time. A social constructivist approach for the reading section of this session is best suited as modern applications in education includes using "reciprocal teaching" which involves “summarizing, questioning, clarifying, and predicting”. Donaldson outlines the need for children to have “confidence and pride in Wales as a bilingual nation with the strength and assurance to nurture both languages” where this session  strives to promote the children’s ability to attempt to use two languages and to discuss what they can see in the and hear in the book “Tedi Twt a Doli Glwt yn yr Ysgol”.

The aspects of the learning that went well was that the children seemed eager to learn the Welsh language and interacted throughout the whole session. They had a particular interest in the extension activity which involved them recalling actions that take place within the story and drawing a picture based on what they have decided to focus on. This aspect was very successful as it tested the children’s knowledge and allowed them to be “creative” which is a skill that is greatly encouraged by Donaldson’s Successful Futures report. Another aspect of the learning that went well is that the children were not influenced by the introduction of a camera during the recording of the story. This could have become a concern as they could have become distracted and led to having others getting off target, but this did not occur which meant that all the children within the group could concentrate on the language and phrases that they were questioned about. Another aspect of the session that I believed went well is that I checked the children’s knowledge after the session was completed  and this ensured me that they enjoyed and understood what they were learning and how this information could be used to further their progress of the Welsh language. 

The elements of the learning experience that were disappointing was that I felt like the session could have been better if I’d have had a greater number of students in the groups I was given by the teacher. I would have preferred this as it would encourage a greater number of students to give their opinions on what the story was about and pose a greater social aspect to the learning of the Welsh language. I also believe that another element I was particularly disappointed with was that I may have not pronounced certain phrases/words correctly which could be due to a lack of confidence or a lack of experience with the Welsh language. This most likely stems from the limited time I have spent learning the Welsh language and the limited amount I came across Welsh phrases on a regular basis whilst completing my education in England. This is an area that can be improved upon in the future with more focused lessons and studying to broaden my subject knowledge to aid in my teaching in the future.

To ensure effective teaching and learning takes place in the future I will constantly be using Welsh around the classroom to reinforce the children’s understanding of previous sessions and to make using Welsh a more common occurrence throughout a child’s schooling experience, where once they get home using Welsh is not encouraged. This is advised by acknowledged by ESTYN’s 2013 report where it states that children are being encouraged to develop “their use of the Welsh language in more social and informal settings” through extra-curricular sporting or cultural activities. Donaldson’s report also states its intent to have a greater focus on the learning of the Welsh language as it “will be compulsory to age 16” and fully supports the notion of “bilingualism” throughout the primary classroom setting.

 The cause of the most import disappointing element is that the group I had were too small to be able to engage in a larger scale group discussion encouraging learning through a constructivist approach. This meant that the learning didn’t take place through the children’s discovery and didn’t work as “collaboratively” as I would have liked, to form new ideas on words and phrases that some of the children may have not come across before.

To improve this session in the future, a possible solution to the earlier problems identified is that a greater number of students could be used in this session to allow for the children to feed off one another’s ideas and past experiences to learn new simple Welsh words and phrases and by improving their “bilingualism” which is greatly admired by Donaldson within his Successful Futures report. Another possible solution to a problem with this session is that, in future, I am sure that my understanding and subject knowledge of the Welsh language will be improved as I continue my Primary Teaching course. This is very important as the curriculum in Wales has shifted to allow for a greater focus on the learning of the Welsh language and highlights the potential benefits gained from the application of bilingualism.

To improve my approach in future, I will ensure my planned activities/sessions are suitable and tailored to the number of students within the group/ class I am given. This will allow for the most suitable approach to learning and allows for the children to improve on the new skills being taught and to allow for them to get the most out of every activity, whether this is new academic skills or other skills used for everyday life. Donaldson’s report suggests that the primary education system should strive to enable children to become “ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives” which teachers can enable by producing quality sessions/ activities to suitably challenge and encourage young learners to achieve in the future.                              
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