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Introduction 
Safeguarding in schools is crucial for maintaining the safety and well-being of students. Educational institutions are key to the development and growth of young people, making it essential for them to create a secure environment where students can both learn and thrive. This piece of writing attempts to examine a scenario (scenario 2) and will demonstrate how safeguarding works in a practice.
Recognising and Recording
The NSPCC (2023) states that it is every person's responsibility to safeguard children and young people. In scenario 2 the teacher has a noticed that the child Ben, has not been behaving in his usual manner, and is coming to school in a state of disarray. The Welsh Government (n.d) writes that changes in a child's behaviour is a normal phenomenon that is linked with early development. However, the NSPCC (2016) lists sudden changes of a child's behaviour as a common sign of something concerning happening in a child's life. While change of behaviour is not always necessarily a cause for concern for safeguarding, it is up to Ben’s teacher to record the change and decide whether to peruse it further. According to section 130 of The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014), practitioners have a duty to report children who are at risk, which is defined in the legislation as children who is experiencing or at risk of abuse, neglect and other types of harm. Ben is described as having come into school with dirty clothes, bad dental and personal hygiene which are all listed by BHSCP (2016) as potential signs of neglect of a child. Ben's teacher has a responsibility to follow the practices safeguarding policies and record the change of Bens behaviour and potential signs of neglect.  Ann Craft Report (2023) writes that communication in practices is essential. They claim that how an individual or practice documents and maintain records is crucial. Using logbooks or shift reports to share information can help identify poor practices or abuse. It's also important to record the right information. Details like a person's demeanour, clothing, or what they've eaten can indicate abuse. According to Childline (2015) a sign of possible neglect in a child is being particularly hungry and asking for food. This is possibly why Ben was hungry and taking more than one piece of fruit and eating it quickly during snack time. Ben was also caught stealing another child's lunch, stating that “mummy didn't go shopping this week”. The stealing of food could be another indicator of abuse. While it is likely in this scenario that the stealing of food is due to hunger, Clinical Partners (2023) state that children often steal as a coping mechanism for trauma caused by abuse or neglect. It can be very difficult for children and young people to speak out about abuse according to NSPCC Learning (2023). Children and young people often fear negative consequences if they disclose what is happening to them and some may delay reporting abuse for a long time, while others may never tell anyone, even if they want to. It is crucial that children and young people feel supported and able to speak out, and that those they confide in take them seriously and act on their information.  In the early years, children may have issues communicating their problems due to their development stage. According to the Social Care Institute for Excellence (SCIE) (2023) children's developing communication skills and understanding of mistreatment can make it difficult for children to alert others of abuse. Additionally, a child's reliance on their parents and family may make it easier to conceal harm or coerce the child into not disclosing it. Section 76 of the Serious Crime Act (2015) places coercion under criminal law and defines it as a pattern of behaviour used to harm, punish, or frighten the victim. Specifically, it is the act of a person repeatedly or continuously engaging in behaviour towards another person that is controlling or coercive, which has a serious effect on the victim. As stated above in section 130 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014) it is the duty of practitioners and in this scenario, Bens's teacher, to record any possible signs of neglect and abuse. However, there is a method to doing this. According to NCVO (2018) the record needs to include the name of the person making the report, the date the record was made, the concern in question and why they were concerned. This is backed up by the NSPCC (2022) who also highlight the need for keeping an accurate record of important details, and the need for ensuring the report is completely factual, where any inferences and interpretations are clearly distinguished from what was said, observed or alleged. Mathivet and Pilcher (2019) write about the importance of any safeguarding records being confidential, where third parties share information about an individual, confidentiality needs to be checked, both in terms of the subject sharing the information and the person whom the information concerns. 
Reporting and Referring
The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014) states under section 130(1) that if a relevant partner of a local authority has reasonable cause to suspect that a child is a child at risk and appears to be within the authority’s area, it must inform the local authority of that fact. According to Safeguarding Wales (2019) procedures and Section 162 of the Social Services and Wellbeing Act (2014), everyone is expected to report any safeguarding concerns in the same manner as those with a specific Duty to Report. This applies to both paid and unpaid practitioners in third sector organisations, including independent contractors and professionals. In this case it would include Bens's teacher in the scenario. All organisations must ensure that job descriptions, codes of conduct, and contracts/service level agreements include the duty to report and safeguard children According to Safeguarding Wales Procedures (2023). This would include Ben’s place of education, meaning that the teacher has responsibility to report the possible signs of abuse that was recorded. Bens's teacher would in this scenario report their findings immediately to someone who can further analyse the situation and decide on the proceedings. NSPCC Learning (2020) writes that every organisation that works with children must have a designated person responsible for safeguarding and child protection. This person is often called a nominated child protection lead but may also be known as a Designated Safeguarding Officer (DSO) or Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL). The DSO or DSL is responsible for overseeing child protection and has a broad range of duties. They manage referrals by forwarding suspected abuse cases to the local authority's children's social care and support other staff with this responsibility according to The National College (n.d). The DSL or DSO also serves as a central contact point for school or early years setting staff to discuss any concerns about a student, offering advice and support. They must consistently work with the three safeguarding partners and all relevant staff to provide guidance and expertise.  Given the complexity and sensitivity of child protection issues, the role requires regular training and ongoing professional development to stay updated on the latest statutory guidance and policies as specified by NSPCC Learning (2020), who also claim it is their responsibility to create, implement, and review the organisation/ practices safeguarding policies and procedures. The DSO/DSL ensure that all staff, volunteers, children, and families are aware of these policies and know what to do if they have concerns about a child. Practitioners and in this scenario, Bens's teacher should record any concerns and report it to the DSO immediately. According to Hobart and Christine (2009) if practitioners do not document facts within 24 hours, they are not legally admissible. It is recommended to discreetly ask another professional adult to verify your findings and report the information immediately to your manager or DSO being careful not to draw unnecessary attention to the child or make them feel uncomfortable. In Wales, help is available to school settings and practitioners called Single Point of Contact teams (SPOC). SPOC teams are a multi-disciplinary service, whose aim is to provide information, advice and assistance explained by Neath Port Talbot Council (NPT) (n.d) who state that the purpose of the SPOC  service is to serve as the first point of contact for individuals seeking information and advice about the health and wellbeing of children, families, and adults. 
Settings Responsibility
Section 28 of the Children Act (2004) imposes a duty on local authorities and other bodies, such as local police, local health boards, NHS Trusts, probation boards, and youth offending teams, to carry out their functions with consideration for the need to safeguard and promote the welfare of children. Safeguarding guidance must be followed by local authorities, governing bodies and all schools, including nursery schools in Wales according to The Welsh Government (2020). This is to ensure that children are protected under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) law, which aims to protect all children. According to UNICEF (2022) The UNCRC is a significant, legally binding agreement signed by 196 countries. It outlines the fundamental rights of every child, regardless of their race, religion, or abilities. The Children's Commissioner for Wales (2019) claims that Wales was the first country in the UK to implement the UNCRC into domestic law in 2011, which means that the convention must be followed by all citizens in Wales by law. The Welsh Government (2020) states that adults should ensure all children can enjoy their rights to the fullest. Article 19 of the UNCRC (1992, cited from UNICEF,2022) states that governments must do everything possible to protect children from all forms of violence, abuse, neglect, and mistreatment by their parents or anyone else responsible for their care. This means that systems must be put in place by UK governments and more specifically the schools in their care. For example, in Wales, according to the Welsh Government (2020) each local authority must have a safeguarding single point of contact (SPOC) for people working with children which ensures everyone knows where to go if they think a child is at risk. Each school must have a Designated Safeguarding Officer (DSO), and all staff should be aware of their local authority contact and their DSO. Additionally, each local authority is a member of a Safeguarding Children Board, which collaborates with various services, including education. Local authorities must also make sure the Director of Education is a board member and attends meetings. In the scenario after Ben’s teacher has reported to the DSO, and the setting has made relevant steps to safeguard Ben in accordance with legislation and the UNCRC, then the Teacher may be invited to attend an Initial Child Protection Conference (ICPC). An ICPC is the first meeting where it is decided whether a child or young person should be placed on a Child Protection Plan according to RSCP (2020). Various professionals, including the child's Social Worker, GP, teacher or early years practitioner, Health Visitor, police, and probation officer, are invited to the conference. Parents and Carers are also invited and encouraged to attend the meeting. The child themselves can also attend if they are of a suitable age. Article 12 and 13 of the UNCRC (1992, cited from UNICEF, 2022) requires that every child has the right to express their views, feelings, and wishes in all matters affecting them, and to have their views considered and taken seriously. This right always applies, such as during immigration proceedings, housing decisions, or the child’s day-to-day home life. Every child must also be free to express their thoughts and opinions and to access all kinds of information, as long as it is within the law. However, in this case, Ben would be considered too young to attend the meeting. Under Section 47 of the Children Act (1989), when a child is suspected to be suffering or likely to suffer significant harm, the local authority is required to make enquiries to determine whether any action is needed to safeguard and promote the child's welfare. The initial child protection conference happens after Section 47 enquiries when there are concerns about ongoing risks to a child according to Social Care Wales (2023). The goal is to decide how to ensure the child’s safety and well-being and participants must review all the information and concerns from the enquiries, consider family strengths and any additional assessments, use this information to judge if the child remains at risk of harm then decide on the actions needed to protect and support the child and plan how to implement these actions to achieve the best outcomes for the child. 
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