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Appendices

Observation/Field Notes
Record 1
	Date and time, year group: Year 6 class, 26th September 2022, PM session 1PM

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

The observation occurred during a year 6 mathematics lesson. Half of the children were out of the classroom, so I observed the higher ability group being introduced to their new topic.

	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

During the incident the children were being introduced to their new topic for the week which was ‘rounding’. This is something they started to introduce in Year 5 so teacher X wanted to understand what the children remembered from their previous lessons. Teacher X asked all the children to put heads on the table and close their eyes. The children were then given three statements (1 – I feel confident with rounding, 2 – I feel like I remember something, but I am not sure, 3 – I remember nothing at all). The children then raised their hands anonymously and the teacher was able to understand how the children felt about the topic without putting anyone on the spot. 

This was then repeated at the end of the lesson so teacher X could track the children’s progress. 

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

There are many areas for avenue of research including the focus on Assessment for learning. This wasn’t only great for Teacher X to understand where class it was at and what level he needed to focus on, but also put the responsibility in the students hands for self-assessment of how they felt. 

Confidence and emotional intelligence. 
Mazlows Hierarchy of needs – Importance of everyone feeling valued and heard. 


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

Session was after lunch, but the children were not distracted and very engaged in the session 

Only half of the class was present and that impacted the situation as the children were engaged. 



Record 2

	Date and time, year group: Year 4 class, Afternoon session 1PM, 27th September 2022

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

The class were introducing a team building activity surrounding literacy and communication AOLE. 

	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The children each had a ‘Lucky Ducky’ with their name on the bottom. This mean that when the children had to make decisions about the activity. For example, if they were able to have the question read out if someone hadn’t heard. Teacher Y pulled a duck from the ‘Lucky Ducky’s’ and this child was able to make the decision for the whole class. 

This created a positive environment for the children to make decisions and choices that would affect others. As well as allow for multiple children to participate, and everyone to concentrate as they didn’t know whose duck was going to be chosen. 

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Impact of creating a positive environment – Bromford and Brenner 
Mazlows hierarchy of needs = self-actualization 
Inclusion and teamwork of everyone as a unit 
Assessment for learning = used a tool of assessing at random 

	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

Environment was busy and the ‘Lucky Ducky’ was used as a cue for children to all be included and listen 




Record 3

	Date and time, year group: Reception class, 9am, AM session, 26th September 2022

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Music was used throughout the lesson to control the children’s behaviour and structure the learning in the classroom. 

	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

Tambourine was used to capture the attention of the children and song was used to create a verbal timetable of the day. As the children were going out for break, they sang a song before they went out. The teacher started to sing a song before the children were going out for break, this immediately encouraged the children to line up and get ready for break time. The children responded in a calm manor and lined up. They were they rewarded for their good behavior by going out for play.  

Created structure and a positive learning environment for the children to express themselves and be creative. 

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Operant conditioning = Skinner, understand what the next steps of the class were based on song
Creativity and expressive arts linked to the four purposes 
Learning theory and memory for young people (EDUCARE) and the ways that children learn and remember how to do things. 
Piaget and Vygotsky – Child development theory 
Holistic teaching = well rounded and confident child 

	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

Busy but supportive environment for the children which encouraged and supported teamwork and independence




