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Introduction
School trips provoke excitement and the opportunity to learn, in a context away from the classroom. and are often the highlight of the school year of many children. From museums,  and theatres, to exchange programs and activity weeks, trips are always a positive experience for all involved. For those children who tend to be disruptive in class, these trips can offer a reward for good behaviour, and provide the whole class with something to look forward to. ​
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Progressive learning/child-centred approach
In the late 19th century, the progressive education movement emerged, German theorist, Friedrich Froebel (1785 – 1852), alongside others including John Dewey (1859 – 1952) and Maria Montessori (1870-1952), support this type of learning. The progressive approach is all about the child first and at the heart of their learning. They should have the ability to explore the world they live in with support, but at the same time, children are unique and have their own set of strengths and weaknesses.
 It is a holistic approach that aims to educate the 'whole child'. Learning should be continual, and children should be taught how to think, opposed to just rote memorizing, children should learn by hands-on 'real' activities and experimenting in ways that support their social, emotional, intellectual, and physical development.  
The Early Years Foundation Stage supports a child-centred approach to learning, it emphasizes that the child should always come first, and every experience, influences how they learn, play, and develop, outside the classroom.
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Froebel's education learning theory

In 1837, Froebel created his education learning theory, which he based on the principles of early childhood specialists. This in turn was the foundation on which his kindergartens were based. His learning theory continues to be observed to some extent and is relevant in many education methods used in today's settings. Having qualified and knowledgeable educators, who are skilled, informed judgments and observations of the children in their care, was the main aim of Froebel's pedagogy. 
There are 4 main principles of Froebel's theory.
Motor expression
Social participation
Free self – expression
Creativity.
These will be discussed in more detail later.
John Dewey
John Dewey was an American philosopher and phycologist, a supporter of progressive learning, believed that a child learns best from social experiences, and learning from a book is no substitute for real life. He said, "Education is not an affair of telling and being told, but an active and constructive process." (John Dewey, (1916) Democracy and Education).
 
Maria Montessori
Maria Montessori was an Italian physician and educator, her approach was a progressive one but supported the independence and individuality of children, and harnessed their curiosity and drive to learn, she said. "Growth comes from activity, not from intellectual understanding." (Maria Montessori (2013). "The Montessori Reader", p.526, Simon and Schuster).
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The building blocks of life.
Learning is an active process, and children begin to learn from an early age. And need to be presented with opportunities to engage with objects and experiences from a plethora of contexts outside the classroom, giving them the ability to develop and grow as individuals. Learning allows children to explore and discover the world around them and start to make sense of their place within it, and where and how they fit in. Froebel created his kindergartens, to encourage just that. He created an environment where children could engage as a group, and provided materials, which Froebel called his 'gifts' and activities he called 'occupations 'that nurture the creative and productive minds of children. 
According to the foundation phase framework for Wales, "The promotion of discovery and independent learning, with an emphasis on the use of outdoor contexts, should be the main consideration of all foundation phase settings." (Welsh Government, (2015) revised curriculum).
Froebel said…. "Play is the highest expression of human development in childhood for it alone is the free expression of what is in a child's soul." (Friedrich Froebel (1912). "Froebel's Chief Writings on Education")
 Froebel was a great believer in the importance of play and said that the creation of meaningful and developmental play, is the power source of education. Play can be both a social and a singular process, according to Froebel, children can build their picture of the world, via directly experiencing it. Dewey also believed that social interaction stimulates a child's mind to grow and develop, allowing them to become what is known as 'self – regulators’, with the ability to discover and push boundaries, challenge themselves and find their zone of proximal development. (something that Ellie has discussed).
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learning in contexts outside the classroom.

The new Welsh curriculum is being rolled out in 2022. And according to the Welsh government website, "The new curriculum as having, more emphasis on equipping young people for life". (Tes Editorial, 2019).
Providing children with the opportunity to learn in a context that is not within a classroom and apply themselves in activities they may or may not have had an experience of, was at the heart of Froebel's theory of education, he believed that humans are both productive and creative, and children should be shown the importance of the 'outside world', those teaching children should offer an educational setting that applies practical work, that emphasizes discovery. Like Froebel, Both Dewey and Montessori believed in the significance of nurturing a child's imagination and intellect.
One of the contexts that educators utilize outside the classroom is museums. Many a school trip involves a museum of some kind. 
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MUSEUMS

What is the purpose of a museum?
A museum's purpose is to teach, inform, and inspire, all who visit them. To pass on knowledge and keep history's stories alive for generations to come. Learning is for life, Froebel said, "The plays of childhood are the germinal leaves of all later life" (Froebel 1888, et al Kerry A, Russell, and Jerry Aldridge), There is always something new each time you visit, so no visit is the same.
How does a museum assist learning?
A museum visit can be both fun and informative, for both child and educator, the museums usually offer themed days, as well as educational packs and tours. Pre-planning a child’s experience or environment was a main concept of Froebel, he believed children should be presented with a structured prepared environment to learn within, that can offer them the tools and materials they require to optimize their development. Also, free discovery, just walking around exploring the museum, supports progressive pedagogical learning, and a child-centred 'hands-on' approach. 
According to Dewey, all children naturally want to learn, he believed that opening a child's imagination and social skills should come before intellect, similarly, the Froebelian theory also, favours the nurturing of imaginative learning and self-expression, and freedom within in 'practical environments'. Given the right 'building blocks' children can flourish. On the other hand, Montessori, although recognizing the need to 'cultivate the senses', "That only when a child's intellect has developed, can their imagination and social skills come to the forefront.
Just walking around, can help to encourage children to ask questions and be curious, as well as think critically about what they are experiencing. Children can discover and explore as part of a group and often are drawn towards a subject that most interests them. (look at that over there………can we go and see), this allows children to observe and record what they are learning. Museums bring history to life, often just trying to visualize it in a book, does not seem real, but seeing real objects from those eras and real photos and stories, can offer a different perspective and reality to history, that a child may not have thought about before.
Asking children to find their likes and dislikes, along with their reasoning behind their selection and what interests them the most, is typical of Froebel's 'gifts' and 'occupations', whereby the children are provided with the materials (paper and pencils) and given an activity (occupation), that requires the use of their hands, minds and a decision-making process (practical work). Providing them with the ability to tell their own stories of the experience, and compare with classmates, (Did anyone else choose the same as me). This sparks conversation and discussion, allowing children to develop their communication and language skills, as well as self-discovery in what interests them. Froebel wanted children to become curious thinkers and problem solvers.
On returning to the classroom, a scrapbook or journal could be created reflecting on their day, which will also help to develop a child's written and fine motor skills and allow for the ability to evaluate and reflect on experiences to emerge. A museum visit can support all the themes of the Early Years Foundation Stage.
1. A unique child. 
 Children can explore museums as individuals, deciding on what interests them.
2. Positive Relationships.
 Children can discover the museum with their friends or a group in a relaxed and fun setting, and if several year groups are attending, they can communicate with new children also.
3.Enabling Environments.
 A Museum allows children to move freely around, make decisions, and provides a stimulating experience that supports the holistic development of children.
4.Learning and development. 
A Museum is of no end of benefit to all children who visit, it offers many experiences that support both learning and development.
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The National Gallery

An art museum, such as The National Gallery, exposes a child to a wide range of types, styles, subject matters, and colour, offering themed guided tours. There are often benches provided to just quietly sit, and reflect on a particular piece of art or sculpture, allowing children to process and think about what they see, likes and dislikes, colour, composition, techniques, and media and this is something that any child can participate in. Both Froebel and Dewey believed that participation is crucially important, not just for the present but for life. 
On returning to the classroom, a child may wish to try and replicate something they have seen, perhaps in a painting or sculpting from clay or paper mache. Galleries will often have words that may not be familiar, thus allowing children to discover new concepts and language skills.
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The Natural History museum.
A museum that demands several visits, to fully appreciate and discover what it offers, history over thousands of years. Again, a structured planned approach is the best way to go about the museum, perhaps focusing on the current topic in the classroom. Children can take notebooks, make drawings, listen to guides, and explore. On entering the museum children are met with the main attraction, Dippy the dinosaur, a life scale, magnificent Skeleton of the Diplodocus. Just seeing the size and scale of the dinosaur in the entrance hall, provokes wonder, at things that existed thousands of years ago, again it is all about that 'hands-on' real experiences. Asking children to participate in games to find artifacts or objects, offers a challenge that supports, thinking, group work, movement, and play.
SLIDE 28
The Black Country 'living' museum.
The Black Country 'living' museum, is a working history museum, where history has been brought to life, and employees are dressed in period costume, working, and demonstrating how things worked and what was used in that era. Upon entering the museum, it is like stepping back in time, a child's attention and imagination will be instantly engaged and be wanting to start exploring. The museum runs several themed hands-on events, where children take part in Victorian activities, such as a Victorian washday, where children use a mangle and dolly legs, and they can ask questions about the objects and what life was like. These visual memories a child can reflect on and share, which may in turn inspire them to visit again and return later in life. This type of learning directly links to the practical element of Froebel's theory.
This allows children to develop an awareness of the past, and appreciation of what they have now, and in the future. According to Froebel, it allows them to make connections between what they have already learned and what they now know. It brings perspective to life, and experiencing unfamiliar situations is an important part of learning.
Conclusion
Regardless of a child’s academic ability, progress, and achievement, inside the classroom walls, given the opportunity to unlock curiosity, wonder, and imagination, can give those children, the building blocks to endless possibilities. (‘You never know, until you try’)
Everybody is a genius. But if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will live its whole life believing that it is stupid. (Albert Einstein, "The Rhythm of Life: Living Every Day with Passion and Purpose" by Matthew Kelly, (p. 80), 2004.

Overall Conclusion
Learning theorists have greatly influenced how Early childhood provision and practice has evolved, their ideas have changed how it is understood, and how a child's learning is undertaken. Providing children with the right tools, and experiences both inside of and outside the classroom, can assist a child to reach their full potential, and should be at the forefront of all educator’s agenda. When children are presented with the opportunities to explore what they can achieve, not matter their background or intellect, the sky’s the limit.
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