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This assignment is going to look at the barriers to engagement in education with a focus on poverty, with a global perspective and is going to look at the policies and approaches to education.  This assignment will also compare the differences between the situations in Brazil and those of the UK.
In 2018 UNESCO Institute for statistics (UIS) released a fact sheet containing data highlighting trends at the global and regional levels of children out of school. The purpose of the fact sheet was to inform discussions and provide the data needed to target policies strategies and resources to get all children adolescents and youth into school and learning.  The data shows that one in five children adolescents and youth are out of school, that is 263 million in 2016 and that since adopting the Sustainable Goal 4 three years ago, with the promise to provide universal primary and secondary education there has been no progress in reducing the global number of out of school children, adolescents and youth. Though there had been a decline in the years following 2000, which was 377.5 million. The international development community has just 12 years to provide high quality and equitable education.  The UIS feel that time is running out and they state in their report that “The data in the report shows that a business as usual approach will not bring us close to achieving universal primary and secondary education by 2030.  There is an urgent need for greater investment in education at the global, national and regional levels”.  
One issue with this statement is that the regions and countries with the highest number of young people out of school, tend to be the lower income countries. If a region is struggling economically with basic food and hygiene issues, spending money on education is going to be lower down on their list of priorities.   According to Hryniewicz, L. (2013) Maslow highlighted in his hierarchy of needs that “people are not motivated unless their basic needs are met. People may not be interested in education if they do not have enough food, water or electricity for their families.
One approach that the UK uses to help break down poverty barriers is by providing free school meals. Statistics show that children in receipt of free school meals, (FSM) particularly those in a deprived or highly diverse area, reach lower educational attainment levels than their peers.  There is not one reason for this, all circumstances are individual.    Ethnic minorities don’t fare very well on statistics tables either especially where English is an additional language not spoken at home.  

There are much higher numbers of adolescents and youths out of school i especially in lower income countries.  This could be due to lack of lower education in the first instance even though that has been the main focus for improvement in the first instance, some people have simply missed out.  In some cases the families cannot afford to send their young people to school even when education is free, as they need them to go to work to help provide for the family.
Poverty can be a large barrier to engagement in education.  In the UK compulsory education for five to sixteen year olds is free. In some countries education can be quite expensive.        
According to UNICEF “The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) was set up in 1989 when governments from around the world pledged that all children, everywhere, would have the same rights regardless of who they are or where they come from. It came about as world leaders decided that children needed a special convention just for them as people under the age of eighteen often need special care that adults do not. The Convention lays out what countries must do in order for all children to grow as healthy as possible, can learn at school, are protected, have their views listened to and are valued. The UNCRC is the first legally binding international instrument to incorporate the full range of human rights.  These being civil, cultural, economic, political and social”. 
Some of the articles are specifically aimed at education.  Article 28 item 1 a, says “make primary education compulsory and free to all.  Item 3 says states parties shall promote and encourage international cooperation in matters relating to education, with a view to eliminate ignorance and illiteracy throughout the world. Particular account should be taken for the needs of developing countries”.  Article 29 focuses on the aims of the education and says that “governments agree that the education of the child shall be directed to the development of the child’s personality, talents and abilities, to their fullest potential. The development of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. And The preparation of the child for a responsible life in a free society in the understanding, peace, tolerances equality and friendship among all peoples. 

The country that is going to be discussed is Brazil.  Brazil is the largest, by a vast amount, country in Eastern South America and is the most highly populated.  Brazil gained its independence in 1822 after more than three centuries of Portuguese rule and maintained a monarchical government system until slavery was abolished in 1888 and a republic was proclaimed in 1889.  According to the Central Intelligence Agency World Fact Book, “Brazilian coffee exporters politically dominated the country until 1930 when populist leader Vargas, rose to power and populist and military government ruled until 1985 when the military regime peacefully ceded power to civilian leaders.  
Brazil continues to pursue industrial and agricultural growth after having successfully weathered a period of global financial difficulty, Brazil was seen as one of the strongest emerging markets and a contributor to global growth.  The 2014 FIFA World Cup and the 2016 Summer Olympic Games, the first ever in South America, was seen as symbolic of the country’s rise.  However 2013 to 2016 Brazil had a sagging economy with high unemployment and high inflation.” 
The UK is a leading country for trade and financial services and is ranked third in Europe. The UK pursues foreign policy with a global approach as a founding member of NATO and the commonwealth, and a permanent member of the UN Security Council.  They have been a Member of The EU since 1973 but the people voted to leave in June 2016 and a Brexit plan is still currently being devised.  The UK economy was hit particularly hard according to the CIA Word Fact Book ”by the financial crisis of 2008 due to the importance of its financial sector”. 
Brazil’s education system is broken into progressive stages. These are pre-school, fundamental 1 and 2, secondary school, technical school and higher education.  Preschool is aimed at 2 to 5 year old children with a combination of day care and preschool. From 2016 the preschool element for children aged 4 to 6 years will be mandatory.  Fundamental 1 and 2 are mandatory and cater for 6 to 14 year olds.  1 being equivalent of grade 1 to 5, and 2 being equivalent of grade 6 to 9. Secondary school is aimed at 15 to 17 year olds and is going to be considered for becoming mandatory after 2016.  The technical school is where children can go to learn a trade or professional qualification after successful completion of the fundamental 2 and higher education is aimed at people over 18 years old,  
In the UK pre-school is for children aged 3 and 4 though children do not legally have to attend school until they are 5 years old. The Foundation phase is for children aged 4 to 7 and Key stage 1 is for children aged 7 to 11.  That makes up the Primary school setting.  Secondary school is made up of Key stage 2 and 3. Stage 2 being for children aged 11 to 14 and stage 2 being for children aged 14 to 16.  This is where Mandatory schooling ends though some schools continue through to 18.  16 to 18 is known as further education and 18 plus is higher education.
One difference between the two systems is that in Brazil at the moment only primary is mandatory and UK is Mandatory to age 16.  The UK also have a high focus on regular attendance and have Educational Welfare Officers (EWO) checking up on children and their families to see why they are not attending school regularly, and if they are experiencing some difficulties, the EWO can offer advice or arrange help from appropriate organisations.
According to Meyer (2010) writing for Brazil.org website. “the mandatory schooling is seldom enforced as many children live in rural areas and or are working instead of attending school.  Public schools often lack plumbing and heating and the structures can be dilapidated and neglected.”  The picture varies from region to region and Brazil is a very large country. With the social barriers and difficult circumstances, in Brazil accessing education can still be quite difficult despite government’s efforts to make schools free of charge and trying to enforce mandatory schooling.
In The UK, The education system and individual schools are heavily scrutinised by Ofsted (Estyn in Wales) who inspect all areas of schooling from the fscilities the children’s wellbeing and care, and the standards of education that the children are receiving. There is quite an extensive list of things that they have to check on to make sure that all schools are providing the acceptable standards.  If schools are found to be failing in certain areas, strategies and good practice guidelines are given in order for the school to improve to reach acceptable standards.
Brazil has a population of nearly 9 million people and according to the CIA world fact book, “more than half are considered as middle-class, but poverty and income inequalities in the north, northeast, centre-west, women, mixed race and indigenous people are disproportionately affected. Disparities in opportunities foster social exclusion and contribute to Brazil’s high crime rate particularly violent crime in cities and favelas (slums).”  Exporting of drugs and drug related crimes are quite high. 
The United Kingdom is much smaller in comparison to Brazil with a population of around 65 million. It too has disparity in resources that can vary widely from area to area. 
The children’s Society states that official figures show that there are 3.5 million children living in poverty in the UK in 2012 which is around 27%. They see the disadvantage of poverty as having the difficult choice of heating their home and feeding their family. Child Labour is illegal in The UK and there are numerous benefits available to help but unfortunately it quite often is not enough to make ends meet.  There is often difficulty in claiming the benefits if the family are not able to understand or competently complete the forms needed in order to make the claim.

Brazil has a few problems with its population’s health.  There is a high risk of major infectious diseases from water and food sourced bacteria and from vectors.  For example, Hepatitis A from water, malaria from mosquito bites.  The number of people living with HIV or aids is also extremely high at around 800 thousand people. Ill health in the family can be a burden as medicine can be costly or hard to come by and if people are unable to work, other family members either stay home from school to look after them or help at home, or go out to work to help provide for the family, missing out on school to do so.  If a child is themselves very ill, they also miss out on school as they are not well enough to attend. 
As sanitation and water is of better quality in UK the risk of infectious diseases from these sources is much lower than those in Brazil.  
The UK has a NHS system which may not have the amount of funds it needs but still provides excellent healthcare free of charge for every citizen.  The Number of people living with HIV or aids is so low it has come up as N/A on the CIA website. If children are ill themselves there are options for home schooling, tutors, and partnerships between home and school to try and meet the child’s needs.  There are however a lot of young carers in the UK, children who are looking after ill or disabled parents and family members. They can have a lot of responsibilities as well as caring for the individual, there is the general housework including cooking cleaning and laundry and may include looking after younger siblings and getting the shopping in.  Barnardo’s believes that “with so many adult responsibilities, young carers often miss out on opportunities that other children have to play and learn. Many struggle educationally and are often bullied for being different, they can become isolated with no relief from the pressures of home”.
Ivy, (2015) writes in the Borgen Project “that there has been significant improvement in the numbers of pupils completing primary school. Though the numbers are impressive, there is still a lot of work to be done, when comparing literacy and numeracy skills the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development OECD ranked Brazil 53rd out of 65 countries.”  In more recent years there seems to be a reassuring improvement in the number of children attending school in Brazil but there seems to be concern on the quality and effectiveness of the education varying from area to area and also on the conditions of the school facilities. 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable development is made up of 17 goals with associated targets and was adopted by the United Nations in 2015. The agenda is a framework with the aim to eradicate poverty and achieve sustainable development by 2030.  It is a plan for the people, the planet and prosperity. This is a global initiative and some countries are further along in achieving these goals but there is still a great deal to do. Different countries and climates with different economies have different needs and different levels of funds available.
A lot of positive work has been done and a lot of big steps have been taken to promote parity, equitable experiences and inclusion but changes take time to filter through and show progress.  It seems that the majority of countries are trying to improve their economy and education standards though they differ in their methods and priorities. The priorities will differ depending on where the countries are at economically to start with.
Where Brazil is trying to ensure that all children have access to some sort of education and are working hard to improve standards.  The UK, Wales in particular, are looking at changing the curriculum and the way the children are taught.  Wales are adopting a new curriculum which focuses a lot on the wellbeing of the child, a more holistic, inclusive approach that does not just focus on the academic.  It used the Donaldson report as a basis for its core purposes and it aims to be fully implemented by 2020.
This assignment has looked at the differences between the education system in Brazil and in the UK.  It has highlighted some potential barriers to attending school and has looked at what strategies governments are using to try and improve their standards for education.  It has also looked at plans for sustainable growth and prosperity.   In conclusion it seems popular belief that if everyone does what they can and  works unselfishly for the greater good of all peoples to the best of their abilities with the resources that they have, then maybe the goals for a sustainable future, will be achievable.
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