This chapter serves to present and analyse the primary data collected from the survey in which collected 104 responses.  Consisting of 20 questions, quantitative and qualitative data was gathered for all 3 objectives of this project, of which were to analyse historical trends of knife crime and impact of Covid-19, investigate the relationship between young people and knife crime and to assess the response to knife crime from the UK government, Meaning public perceptions surrounding each subject were identified.  As for the presentation of findings, a systematic approach is to be utilised in which data is to be described with analysis and synthesis, of which means to compare and contrast primary findings to that of secondary research found in the literature review (Gurevitch et al, 2018).  
The survey was shared to social media platforms to identify participants, in which were notified of their anonymity and their consent to participation was acquired through the introductory briefing statement.  Participants were also informed of the recording and storing of data in compliance to the ethical considerations (Plutzer, 2019)
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To comply with ethical considerations regarding primary data collection, the first question asked for the formal consent of anyone who considered participating in the survey allowing them the right to refuse participation (Martin and Marker, 2007).  100% of respondents consented to participation.  When completing this survey, answering ‘no’ to this question would result in the closure of the survey for the individual.
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As part of data collection regarding the demographics of participants, the second question asked for the age category of respondents in order to assess the responses to qualitative and quantitative questions asked later on in the survey regarding objective two.  The literature review also discovered a lack of existing research surrounding older generations in regard to knife crime compared to that of younger generations, therefore gathering responses from a variety of age groups is beneficial to the study and the topic as a whole.  The results show an equal range of responses from all age categories, with the majority of which being from the 18-30 category (33%).  In addition to this, to comply with ethical considerations, the ‘under 18’ option for this question would result in the closure of the survey for the individual to prevent any data collection from those under the age of 18.
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To further gather demographic data of which could be considered when analysing quantitative and qualitative data from questions situated later on in the survey, participants were asked to consider the levels of deprivation for the area in which they live, as this is a key element of the research question.  The results show that the majority of participants consider the area they live to be of average levels of deprivation (48%), though as each category has received adequate responses, samples of participants of all areas regarding deprivation have been acquired, allowing for a fair representation of each when considering data collected from questions further on.
When asked for the reasoning for their response, the most common responses included home ownership and levels of crime.  Using the grounded theory approach to assess this qualitative data, a link can be formed between deprivation and crime, of which supports the findings from existing literature that state this (HM Inspectorate of Probation, 2019).  This is also a key element of the overall research aim.

Objective 1:
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When asked if participants were more fearful of knife crime today compared to five years ago, the majority of people answered ‘yes’ (78%) suggesting that knife crime has become more prevalent in recent times and has impacted the public perception of safety.  This data coincides with the National Statistics (2023), of which have showed a general increase in knife crime since 2013/2014.  However, Bailey. Harinam and Ariel (2020) argue that the statistics had risen as a result of increased police activity, though primary data contradicts this as increased fear of crime is not commonly linked to increased police activity.
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Hickland et al (2022) identified that the first lockdown led to a reduction in knife crime.  They also called for further research to be conducted regarding lockdown restrictions and knife crime, therefore participants were asked whether they considered the Covid-19 pandemic a factor for the increase or decrease of fear regarding knife crime over time.  The data shows that the majority of people do not consider the Covid-19 pandemic to be a factor (83%).  As the majority of people answered ‘yes’ to question seven, it can be drawn that the majority of people don’t consider the Covid-19 pandemic to be a reason for the increased fear of knife crime amongst the population, despite poverty and adverse childhood experiences being major causes of knife crime (HM Inspectorate of Probation, 2019), and the increases of such that arose from the pandemic due to financial strain and job losses (Holt and Murray, 2019).  Therefore disproving findings from the literature review.
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As Skarlatidou et al (2023) claim that a potential factor responsible for knife crime is confidence in the police, question 9 asked the public how their confidence in the police had changed in the past five years in regard to knife crime.  While 45% of participants recorded no change, 53% of participants claim to have a decreased level of confidence in the police, which conforms to the general trends provided by the Crime Survey for England and Wales.  This also corresponds with the identification of the connection between knife crime and confidence in the police as people become more likely to turn to knife crime as a form of self-defence in oppose to relying on police forces (Skarlatidou et al, 2023).  Furthermore, this data can be used as an explanation for the findings of question seven which identified that people are more fearful of knife crime today as a link between decreased confidence in the police and increased fear of crime is identified.
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Question 10 assessed the effects of austerity on the fear of crime amongst the general public.  75% of participants answered ‘yes’ to this question suggesting that the majority of people feel less safe with reduced police officers on the streets.  When comparing these findings to that of question nine, a link between austerity and public confidence can also be formed, as people reportedly experience less confidence in the police simultaneously to increased fear of crime as a result of austerity.  This supports Sadiq Khan’s claim that austerity is a major factor for the increase in knife crime (Kirchmajer, 2019), and the statistics that show the increase in knife crime that occurred simultaneously to the reduction of police officers from 2010.
Objective 2:
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Question 11 asked participants to consider their vulnerability as part of a deductive approach to conclude whether young people are more vulnerable to knife crime than older people.  Given that question 1 indicates that almost equal responses were received from all age categories, data provided by this question is inconclusive for the hypothesis.  Though such data can be used to support the belief that knife crime is most common amongst urban populations (Vulliamy et al, 2022), as when participants were asked for their postcode,  the majority provided postcodes of rural areas.  Given that 44% of participants answered ‘yes’ compared to the 15% that answered ‘no’ it can be suggested that people are less vulnerable of knife crime in rural areas.  The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local government (2019) explain that deprivation is more common amongst urban areas, confirming that young people in deprived areas are the most vulnerable to knife crime, of which is a key element of the research question.
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Based on the belief that young people are more likely to commit knife crime due to a lack of youth centres in their community (Brenner, 2022), question 14 asked for public perceptions surrounding this statement in order to assess its validity.  As the majority of participants answered ‘yes’ (60%) and little answering ‘no’ (5%), it is clear that the general public are in favour of the idea of youth centres as a discouragement from knife crime.  In addition to this, given that youth centres are associated with younger populations, it can be drawn that knife crime is generally associated with younger people and is therefore a problem amongst younger populations, of which this research is orientated around.
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Given that the research question is concerned with areas of deprivation, question 15 asked participants whether they were more fearful of knife crime in more deprived areas.  93% of respondents claimed that they were more fearful of knife crime in areas of deprivation suggesting that high deprivation is associated with lower levels of safety and higher rates of crime in the eyes of the public.  Supporting research from Kirchmaier, Machin and Villa-Llera (2020) who claim that gang culture is common amongst public housing and high-rise council estates, of which are commonly linked to deprivation.  As the Centre for Social Justice (2018) estimate that gangs are responsible for half of the knife crimes recorded in London, it can also be believed that younger people are more vulnerable to knife crime in these areas as young people who know of gang members or spend more time on the street are at a higher risk of turning to gang culture (MacFarlane, 2019), of which has great relevance to the research question.



Objective 3:
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Objective three is orientated around how effective the UK government are at preventing knife crime, therefore question 16 gathered the public perception regarding this.  The majority of participants answered ‘no’ to this question (93%) highlighting that the general population hold the believe that the government are not appropriately dealing with knife crime and that more needs to be done in order to reduce knife crime, this data can also be linked to the findings from question 5, in which identified that 78% of participants were more fearful of knife crime today compared to that of five years prior, suggesting that there is a growing belief that the government are failing to address knife crime and the public are becoming more fearful of the crime as a result.  Conforming with the beliefs of Teeple (2020) who argues that the government are not responding to knife crime fast enough.
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Question 17 asked participants if they were aware of the Offensive Weapons Act 2019 to assess how aware the general public were of the measures undertaken by the UK government in response to knife crime.  While the majority of respondents were aware of the act (58%) a relatively high number of people were unaware (42%).  Given that 93% of participants held the belief that the government are not doing enough to prevent knife crime, it can be drawn that almost half of these respondents were unaware of the measures taken by the government and can therefore be used as an explanation for the findings.
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A major finding from the literature review was that many people hold the belief that measures undertaken by the UK government in response to knife crime discriminate against ethnic minorities (Green and Hendry, 2022).  Therefore question 18 asked for the general consensus surrounding this.  The findings show that the majority of people were unsure (50%), while the number of respondents who answered ‘yes’ or ‘no’ were relatively similar, disproving the belief given by Green and Hendry (2022) to be a representation of the general public.  This data also disproves the theory from Martin (2022) who argued that knife crime prevention orders targeted minorities.  However, such orders were introduced as part of the Offensive Weapons Act 2019, of which 42% of respondents were unaware of.
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Question 19 asked participants if they held the belief that increased police officers would aid in preventing knife crime.  The vast majority answered ‘yes’ to this question, indicating that the general public would be in favour of this as a measure introduced to prevent knife crime, of which was announced by Home Secretery Priti Patel in 2021 (Home Office, 2021).  This data supports the belief from Chivers (2020) who argued in favour of the recruitment of police officers after identifying a casual link between police numbers and crime.

Question 20 asked participants for any suggestions they may have as to measures for preventing knife crime in order to gather qualitative data for the subject area.  The most common suggestions included education and increased policing.  While the increase of police officers is heavily addressed in existing literature, education is rarely touched upon in great detail.  A significant finding from the literature review was that government responses currently in place focus on the wrong aspects, therefore this data complies with this belief and emphasises that more should be done preventing knife crime through education in oppose to some of the measures introduced as part of the Offensive Weapons Act 2019.
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