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Welsh Assignment.
Task 1: Choose a suitable theme to be presented to a group of children creating two differentiated activities to introduce them. The rationale for choosing the theme and the main aims attached to the activities should be noted. The proposed audience should be noted, and the type of language teaching opportunities that the activities would offer when teaching Welsh as a second language or as a first language.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Task 1.
Rationale. 
The activities chosen by the author for this assignment are reading, writing and oracy based. The classroom context. The level of Welsh in the year 5 class is in the authors opinion limited compared to other year 5 classes in the authors experience. Efforts made to teach Welsh are infrequent in the authors 7 weeks in the classroom he observed only one Welsh lesson taught. The author believes the activities chosen will consolidate their understanding of Welsh second language and give learners an opportunity to use their Welsh in a meaningful way. 
Main aims.
The main aims of the intended activities are to familiarise the learners witch high frequency vocabulary they can use everyday in and out of the classroom. Learners will read, wright and eventually speak Welsh confidently and fluidly. Activity one introduction on the IWB there will be half complete sentences and learners must fill in the gaps as they read out loud what they have done o the weekend. Activity two is a writing activity which will familiarise learners with sentence structures and high frequency vocabulary. Finally activity three when learners have completed activity one and two they will record themselves saying their sentences and upload it to their HWB accounts for evidence of their work. 

Language teaching opportunities the activities offer. 
These three activities offer a range of language teaching opportunities for all abilities of learners in the class. Welsh second language documentation for Key Stage 2 pupils should be offered learning opportunities in oracy, reading and writing. The activities planned and delivered offer opportunities for all three equally important areas of Welsh second language development. Reading activity learners are given the opportunity to read their own work confidently and meaningfully. Writing opportunity learners are given the opportunity to link a variety of phrases and sentences accurately that reinforcing Welsh syntax. Oracy activity gives learners the opportunity to communicate clearly and confidently and use Welsh pronunciation and intonation. All three learning opportunities are in line with curriculum documentation for Welsh Second Language in the National Curriculum for Wales. (Government, 2002) They are also in agreement with one of the suggestions of from the Donaldson report “Successful futures” that “there should be a focus in schools on learning Welsh to communicate, in conversation and understanding” (Gov.wales, 2014)


















Task 2.
Introduce a thematic session and two differentiated activities for a group of children during your PAP period. You will need to film the session and the activities to be analyzed by you and to present it as part of the module's assessment. (up to 8 minutes)
Task 2:  https://youtu.be/1BUmaWbe7bU 




















Task 3: A written reflection on task 2.
Feelings 
“What are your feelings regarding the experience?” The overall experience was a positive the learners engaged with all three activities in a positive and enthusiastic manner generally. Activity one was difficult as all of the learners were not confident at reading and filling in the gaps for the activity however as the activity progressed the learners grew in confidence and engagement with the activity improved. 
Activity 2. This activity was very successful as all learners were engaged and supported appropriately throughout. All abilities were catered for with different levels of support from the class teacher, the author and other learners who were confident in supporting their peers. Learning collaboratively develops learners’ social skills, peers learn from each other, students working together build trust, gain confidence and leads to further engagement with learning. (Chioran, 2017) All critical skills for learners to develop in general not just in Welsh second language development.  
Activity 3. It was very pleasing to see he growth in confidence in the learners during the third activity in comparison to the first activity. During the first activity learners were hesitant to participate and contribute however, during the final activity learners were enthusiastic to share with their peers and with class. Learners were proud of their work and also the ICT element of the final activity was effective as learners wanted to share their work electronically as well as orally. Government documentation states that “In Welsh second language, learners develop their ICT skills by communicating and sharing information and by using technology to research, develop and present their work” (Government, 2002)
Remember and Understand 
“Can you list the aspects of the learning experience that went well?” Activity 2 and 3 went well and provided learners with good Welsh second language learning opportunities that were engaging, relevant and worthwhile for all. The aspect of modeling for the first activity was effective for some learners but upon reflection not all learners understood the intention of the first activity. Learners supporting each other in the second activity was one aspect of the learning experience I enjoyed as it allowed learners who were finished their work and were confident in doing so to help their peers explain in their own words what they had to do. The author found this to be very effective as sometimes learners are better at relaying and explaining something to their classmates than the teacher. 
“What were the elements of the learning experience that were disappointing?” The introduction activity was not as beneficial for some learners as it was for others. Having modelled how to fill in the gaps for the first activity some learners were confident at having a go themselves however other learners were not as confident at participating in this activity as they were aware of being recorded and not being confident enough to make a mistake in front of the whole class. One element of the third activity that was disappointing was learner’s ability to extend their work independently. It was evident learners were only confident at orally presenting the work from activities one and two when tasked with an extension adding more detail learners struggled to do so.
In a report “What is independent Learning and What are the Benefits for Students it was found that there are many benefits for learners who engage with aspects of their learning independently. “Improved academic performance, motivation and confidence, enhanced creativity, allowed for increase in differentiation of task for learners.” (Meyer et al., 2008) Developing learners independence in the classroom will allow for improved performance, motivation and engagement with Welsh second Language. 
Evaluate and analyse 
“What will you keep the same to ensure effective teaching and learning in the future?” Modelling to the learners how to complete each activity provided to be effective when teaching learners in particular Welsh as they are not confident in their work. Kristin Harbour states that “Research has found that modelling decreases student error, positively affects the perceived importance of a task and increases self-regulated learning”
Teaching and learning Welsh using ICT. Learners were engaged and on task when using ICT in their learning. Going forward the author will develop the use of ICT through the medium of Welsh more regularly in attempt to change learner’s attitudes of Welsh second language development in school.
Giving learners a variety of activities with the same learning objective for each encourages learners to develop their Welsh language skills in three different ways. The skill is developed through out the lesson and learner’s ability to use these skills increase as not all learners learn the same way. As was the case in this class some learners learn best orally while others learn best when writing these activities allowed for all learners to learn best in a way that suited them.
The most disappointing elements were a combination of confidence in delivery and planning. 
Delivery. When delivering this lesson, the author was not confident as the learner’s level of Welsh was limited. It was difficult to deliver the lesson at an appropriate level for all learners as some learners were confident in their Welsh learning whereas other learners were less enthusiastic about the lessons as they were not as confident in comparison with their peers. The authors subject knowledge also limited the effectiveness of the delivery of the lesson. Some learners asked questions of the author during the lesson and although answering to the best of his ability the author found that this area needs to be improved upon when delivering lessons of second language Welsh development for the benefit of himself and all learners. 
Teacher subject knowledge. 
Planning. When planning the lesson, the author did not consider the range in learner’s abilities in Welsh second language. This caused for some learners to be challenged appropriately through out the lesson whilst others were only at certain times of the lesson challenged. This led to lapses in concentration, disruptive behavior and ultimately lack of engagement with the lesson. It would have been beneficial to offer more support to the learners who struggled with aspects of each activity this could have been planned for with the preparation of resources and the role of the additional adult in the room who would have had a greater subject knowledge and aware of the children’s ability. 

Conclusions and actions 
“What are your possible solutions to the disappointing issues identified?” The author will continue to develop his subject knowledge of the Welsh language through engagement with online materials, collaboration with other professionals within and out of the school context and keep an open mind to developing different teaching techniques of a second language. The importance of teacher content/subject knowledge has been widely researched in recent years. (Coe, 2014) alluded to the correlation between teacher subject knowledge, and how learners handle this subject, has strong evidence of impact on student outcomes. In terms of the authors subject knowledge of the Welsh second language it is clear this impacted on the outcome of some leaners in the activities. 
When planning lessons and thematic approaches of second language it is important to involve the learners as much as possible as it will give learners an idea of what they are learning but also show learners their interests and abilities are central to the learning process. In a recent ESTYN report it stated that “strong pupil participation can support school improvement by helping the school to identify future priorities and make more informed decisions on wellbeing, learning experiences and the quality of teaching. Through their involvement, pupils develop valuable personal and social skills such as listening skills and working with others. “By involving all learners in the planning of Welsh language lessons they are clear benefits for both the learner, teacher and the wider school community.
Differentiation. It is vital that there is appropriate levels of differentiation regardless of the over all level or standard of Welsh in the classroom. Although generally low level of Welsh in comparison to other year 5 classes there is still a range of ability in a class of 19 learner’s they will all be working at different levels.   “Differentiation in the classroom is an important skill for teachers to give pupils the best chance at learning, regardless of their abilities, strengths and weaknesses.” (ResourcEd, 2017) The importance of differentiation is to allow learners of all abilities the opportunity reach attainable learning goals. 
“What will you do next?” The use of ICT proved to be effective and engaging for all learners. The author plans to develop the use of ICT with purposeful development of second language Welsh through more multimedia apps and sharing platforms that will allow learners to reflecting, refine and feedback on work they have completed. This can be done by sharing work to one another, displaying work on the interactive white board and sharing it with parents where possible to build a positive out of school learning environment.  “schools continue to place a significant emphasis upon developing home-school links, to achieve shared educational vision and purpose, and to create the means which enable pupils to develop educational outcomes in both school and home environments” (Passey and Tatnall, 2001). This is evidence that creating positive home school links involving all of the key stake holders in the learning process will enable learners to continue their development of Welsh second language. 
Upon reflection, the thematic session and activities planned and delivered during the Professional Teaching Experience showed examples of good teaching and examples of areas that need to be developed further to ensure all learners are challenged, engaged and attaining at an appropriate level to their age and ability
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