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1. Introduction

This study involves a comparative analysis of two academic works: Daniela Bertol's article "Constructing Land and Sky: Art Meets Cosmology in a Sustainable Environment," published in Leonardo, and Christopher Key Chapple's article "Thomas Berry, Buddhism, and a New Cosmology, " published in Buddhist-Christian Studies. These two texts examine our interaction with the cosmos from distinct views and methodologies.

Bertol examines the intersection of art, architecture, and cosmology, emphasising the potential of architecture to link earthly landscapes with cosmic occurrences. Historical precursors like Stonehenge and the Jantar Mantar observatory are examined, highlighting their alignment with celestial bodies. Bertol presents her project Sunset Farm, which integrates sustainable energy generation with an art work that aligns with the sun's trajectory. This study targets scholars engaged in art, architecture, environmental sustainability, and cosmology. The approachable language and technical topics make it appropriate for researchers, students, and professionals in various disciplines. Daniela Bertol is an architect, artist, and writer known for integrating scientific themes into art and architecture. A significant example of her engagement is her permission for her artwork to be used on the cover of the academic publication "Before Einstein: The Fourth Dimension in Fin-de-Siècle Literature and Culture" by Omar Throesch. This study emphasises the importance of her art in the scholarly discussion of intricate scientific concepts and its cultural ramifications (Throesch, 2017). Bertol's interdisciplinary approach links art, science and environmental sustainability (Wikipedia, 2024).

In another article, Chapple examines the philosophical and ecological perspectives of the cultural historian and ecotheologian Thomas Berry and highlights their resonance with Buddhist cosmology. The article explores Berry's view of the interconnectedness of all life and his advocacy of a new ecological consciousness, and draws parallels with Buddhist teachings on interdependence. The article is aimed at an academic audience, particularly scholars in the fields of religious studies, ecotheology and environmental philosophy. The fact that it was published in a theology journal suggests that its target audience is scholars researching the intersection of Buddhism and ecological thought. The author, Christopher Key Chapple, is a professor at Loyola Marymount University who specialises in ecological theology, Buddhism and Jainism (Wikipedia, 2023). He is dedicated to combining religious studies with contemporary environmental issues, and his academic research includes interreligious ecological perspectives, focusing on how Eastern religions address environmental issues (Sherma, 2021). Chapple's interest in the ideas of Thomas Berry has led him to join a wider movement focusing on spirituality and environmental awareness. 

2. Contextualise

Daniela’s article is written for a wider academic audience, especially those interested in art, architecture, environmental sustainability and cosmology. The language is accessible, but the article includes technical and specialised concepts related to architecture and art, so it is more suitable for academics, students and professionals in these fields than for the general public. In her other work, she often incorporates scientific concepts into art and architecture to build bridges between disciplines and create meaningful experiences. Her interest in cosmology connects her to the wider environmental and land art movements, although she is not directly associated with a particular philosophical or cosmological movement.

This article on Buddhism and the new cosmology, the author Christopher's target audience is also aimed at academic readers, published in a theological journal, covering complex ideas in the fields of philosophy, ecology and religious studies. Its main readership includes scholars in the field of religious studies, especially those focusing on Buddhism, ecological theology and environmental philosophy, as well as senior students. Author Christopher Key Chapple is known for his research in ecotheology, Buddhism and Jainism. His academic research includes various studies on the ecological views of different religions, often focusing on how Eastern religions address environmental issues. Chapple's engagement with the thought of Thomas Berry situates him within the wider ecological and philosophical movements focusing on spirituality and environmental awareness.

These analyses reveal that both articles, though different in their themes, are part of a broader academic discourse on the relationship between human experience and the environment, with one emphasising artistic and architectural expression and the other focusing on philosophical and religious thought.

3. Analysis

3.1 Evaluation of Writing Styles

Bertol's work is clear and easy to understand, effectively conveying complex ideas at the intersection of art, architecture and cosmology. The article is well-written and accessible to readers from a variety of professional backgrounds. Although the article contains some technical terms related to architecture and cosmology, Bertol provides sufficient background and explanations to minimise potential confusion among readers who are unfamiliar with these terms. The article has a very layered structure, starting with historical precedents and moving on to contemporary applications, including the description of Bertolt's ‘Sunset Farm’ project. The narrative is descriptive rather than argumentative, aiming to inform and inspire rather than persuade. The article also presents information as objectively as possible, focusing on the integration of art and science in sustainable design.

Chaple's paper on Buddhism and the new cosmology is both scholarly and readable, effectively linking complex theological and ecological concepts. The paper is well-organized and navigates the complexities of the concepts well. It encompasses vocabulary pertinent to theology and ecology. However, Chaple provides sufficient explanation to ensure that the reader does not need extensive prior knowledge of these concepts. The article systematically explores Thomas Berry's Chapple provides a balanced analysis, supporting his arguments with evidence and avoiding exaggerated rhetoric. The article focuses on analysis rather than advocacy or excessive mythologising of Buddhism, and is free of obvious bias.

3.2  Theoretical and Methodological Approaches

Bertol integrates artistic, architectural and cosmological principles through an interdisciplinary lens. She emphasises the historical and cultural significance of the combination of man-made structures and celestial phenomena. The article adopts a descriptive approach, analysing historical cases and detailing the conceptualisation and implementation of the Sunset Farm project. This approach effectively illustrates the practical application of theoretical concepts.

Chaple originally studied comparative theology, examining the parallels between Thomas Berry's ecological philosophy and Buddhist cosmology. He explored fundamental concepts such as interdependence and the sacredness of the earth. This thesis uses analytical and interpretative methods to critically assess Berry's writings and Buddhist texts in order to illuminate their commonalities. This approach helps to develop a nuanced understanding of the subject matter.

4. Strengths and Weaknesses

Bertol's article has provided significant insights into the convergence of art, architecture, and cosmology, particularly regarding sustainable design, offering a unique and innovative viewpoint. Her examination of historical astronomical edifices, such as Stonehenge and the Jantar Mantar in India, provides a comprehensive analysis of humanity's endeavours to create structures that engage with the cosmos (Bertol, 2006). Bertol underscores that these edifices functioned not only as religious or ritualistic symbols in ancient cultures but also served a practical purpose for astronomical observation (Bertol, 2006). Through these illustrations, she demonstrates how humans have expressed their respect for and exploration of the universe through architectural design within a broad historical context, which establishes the theoretical basis for her ‘Sunset Farm’ project in a contemporary setting.

Nonetheless, there are some additional contents that could be expanded in this paper. While Bertol offers an extensive discussion of the architecture and structure of the Sunset Farm project, it lacks technical specifics. She references essential designs, like the arrangement of solar panels and astronomical alignment, although fails to elaborate on the particular technical issues and solutions associated with implementing them. How can the efficiency of solar energy collecting be enhanced while maintaining aesthetic appeal? What strategies might be used to address the technical challenges of locating and constructing structures on intricate terrain? A thorough examination of these technical elements will enhance the reader's comprehension of the intricate interplay between design and engineering in the project, so making the essay more complete and appealing.

Chapple's work is grounded on a comprehensive analysis of Berry and Buddhist texts. He employs stringent academic methodologies to evaluate and examine the parallels in their ecological consciousness. In his research, he elucidates the profound rationale behind Berry's perspective: ecology transcends a mere scientific classification, including considerations related to the significance of human life and spiritual elements. Chapple emphasises the resonance between the Buddhist notion of 'interdependent origination and emptiness' and Berry's comprehension of ecosystem interdependence, advocating for an ecological philosophy that transcends cultural boundaries (Chapple, 1998). The clarity of reasoning and thorough analysis not only augment the academic rigour of the work but also strengthen its persuasiveness, enabling readers to comprehend the relevance of ecological philosophy in the modern context.

Nonetheless, although Chapple's analysis is already compelling, the article's comprehensiveness might be enhanced by the inclusion of more opinions and viewpoints. A criticism or alternative interpretation of Thomas Berry's concepts might enhance the article's persuasiveness. Some researchers may critique Berry's excessively idealised perspective on ecology, which fails to adequately consider the complicated function of people within the environment. In the meantime, Berry's statement that humans need to establish a 'ecological religion' as a moral framework may inspire ethical discussions. Furthermore, although 'interdependence' is a fundamental idea in Buddhist philosophy, various schools or distinct Buddhist teachings possess divergent interpretations of the link between the cosmos and humanity. Integrating these many views enhances the article's neutrality and makes Chapple's argument more nuanced.

5. Conclusion
After analysing these two articles, I found some key convergence and divergence:

Firstly, Bertol's work centres on the intersection of art, architecture and cosmology, emphasising the design and aesthetic aspects of structures However, Chapple's work explores the fusion of philosophical and theological concepts, in particular the fusion of Thomas Berry's ecological philosophy and Buddhist cosmology. Secondly, in terms of methodology, Bertol uses a descriptive approach to analyse historical architectural examples and elaborates on her ‘Sunset Farm’ project to illustrate the practical application of the combination of art and cosmology. On the other hand, Chapple uses comparative theological and philosophical analysis to study the similarities between Berry's ideas and Buddhist teachings.

However, there are also some points of convergence between the two papers. For instance, both works explore the relationship between human experience and the environment, emphasising the interconnectedness of all life and the importance of incorporating this awareness into human practice. Both authors draw on multiple disciplines – Bertol combines art, architecture and cosmology, while Chapple blends theology, philosophy and ecology – to provide a holistic perspective on their respective subjects. Furthermore, both authors advocate greater ecological awareness and encourage human activity to coexist in harmony with the natural world.

To sum up, although Daniela Bertol and Christopher Key Chapple explore the theme of the interconnection between humans and the environment from the perspectives of different disciplines such as art and architecture, and theology and philosophy, respectively, their core objective is to call on humans to enhance their ecological awareness. This ecological awareness is not only a knowledge of nature, but also an awakening to the deep connection between humans and the natural world.

Bertol shows how the connection between humans and the universe can be recreated in physical space through the practice of art and architecture. Her project Sunset Farm is not only an artistic expression, but also a profound interpretation of the concept of sustainable development. Her work echoes the operation of the universe from the perspective of space design and energy utilization, and through responding to the movement of sunlight and celestial bodies, people can experience a harmonious relationship with nature in their daily lives. This form of art breaks through the boundaries of traditional appreciation, and gives the audience a chance to contemplate and respect the natural order.

Chapple, on the other hand, takes a theological and philosophical approach, comparing Thomas Berry's ecological philosophy with the Buddhist view of the cosmos, and showing how religious and philosophical ideas can inspire ecological awareness. He underscores that the Earth is a holy community and urges mankind to reassess the connection between people and environment with more humility. He elucidates the significant correlation between the Buddhist notion of interconnectedness and Berry's philosophy from a religious perspective. This resonance is present not just in philosophical discourse but also indicates pragmatic ecological and ethical issues.
The interdisciplinary methodology used by the two authors makes their study widely applicable and offers a distinctive viewpoint. Their study serves as both a call for sustainable development and ecological consciousness within their areas, as well as a synthesis of knowledge that transcends disciplinary boundaries. Bertol enhances experiential ecological education via design and creative activity, while Chapple offers theoretical support for ecological consciousness via the examination of philosophical and theological ideas. This promotion of connecting human behaviours with natural systems enhances the comprehension of sustainable development and serves as a significant academic resource for discourse on environmental conservation and ecological consciousness.
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