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MERSEYSIDE

all

The downwards spiral
has been halted and
~again Merseyside is

i

finding new pride and wealth

— from 1ndustry, the sea, the

services sector and tourism

vibrant new mood is
evident on Merscy-
side. “There is,”
says Philip Carter,
chairman of Merseyside Dev-
clopment Corporation, “an
expectation among the people
here that they are emerging
from a dark period of their
history and moving towards
the development of real
prosperity.”

For anyone who has fol-
lowed the fortunes of
Liverpool and its surrounding
area over the last decade those
words are a welcome
confirmation of of the new
mood of buoyancy. |

At times over the past years,
when factory closures, social
problems, street riots and
bureaucratic confrontation
with central government by
the then Militant-dominated
city council made the daily
headlines, it seemed that the
nation was witnessing the
death throes of a once great
city bent on communal suicide.

Even 1ts one constant
source of pride, the success of
1ts football teams, was marred
by the events at the Heysel
stadium involving Liverpool
supporters.

Now that downward spiral’
has been arrested and turned
around. A new pride, in-
creased confidence and a
sense of excitement at the
potential opportunities have
replaced the depression and
despair, and Merseyside is
again walking tall with its
achievements.

Mr Carter, the former chief
executive of the Merseyside-
based Littlewoods empire,
and chairman of that other
local 1nstitution, Everton
Football Club, says: “Socially,

politically and economically
we have been through difficuit
times, but now the confidence
of the people in their region
has changed, and the percep-
tion of those outside Mersey-
side has also improved.

“Wherever 1 go everybody
1s bullish about Merseyside.
People are starting to lift their
heads up and take a pride in
the place again.”

Merseyside still has its
problems. Unemployment, al-
though 3 per cent down on last
year, 1s still more than twice
the national average of around
17 per cent, with more than
105,000 out of work. Crime,
drug abuse, dereliction and
areas of poor housing, es-
pecially on the satellite estates,
remain areas of concern. But
there are now success stories

-10 be heard. |

Merscyside comprises the
districts of Liverpool, St Hel-
ens, Knowsley, Sefton and
Wirral, and has a population
of 1.5 million on both sides of
the River Mersey.

The regeneration of the
derelict Albert Dock complex
by the Merseyside Dev-
elopment Corporation into
one of Europe’s most impres-
sive maritime schemes sym-
bolizes the new beginning for
the area. It has brought new
life, jobs and style to the
waterfront, and the MDC’s
commitment, often in the face
of enormous difficulties and
noisy cynics, is paying off in
increased leisure, tourist,
commercial and industrial
activity.,

Most importantly, perhaps,
it has emphasized that a big,
quality development can be a

catalyst to a wholesale change
in the fortunes of a region.
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A SPECIAL REPORT
By Peter Davenport
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The MDC'’s area 1s now to
be trebled to take in other
large, rundown chunks of land
on both sides of the river, and
the projected developments
over the next seven to 10 years
will give Merseyside a fresh
face for the 21st century.

Traditionally, industry in
Merseyside was linked to the
port and related activities
which have been in decline
locally and internationally for
much of this century. How-
ever, the local port authority
has arrested the decline and is
now 1n profit.
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owned company, with more
than 36,000 employees
nationwide and about 8,000
locally.

Its origins lie in the football
poois company created by the
then John Moores and two
partners 1n 1923. Today it has
diversified into mail order and
chain stores which, by 1987,
had a turnover in its retail

operations of almost £1.5
billion. |

_ The organization has estab-
lished close links with the
community over its 65-year
history and is involved in

Merseyside is the home of charitable, sporting and cul-

the Littlewoods organization,
the UK’s largest' privately

~ Investment millions produce resuits

Some of the core manufac-
turing firms on Merseyside
are at the forefront of their
fields — Plessey in commun-
ications, Pilkington’s in glass

- and Dista in biotechnology-

based pharmaceuticals.
Both Ford and Vauxhall
manufacture vehicles locally.

Ford productivity at Hale-

wood, once unfavourably com-
pared with sister plants in
Belgium and West Germany,
is now on a par with the best in
Europe and Japan.

Ford is Merseyside’s big-
gest private employer and
almost £400 million has been
spent in the last few years re-
tooling for future models.

The last six years have also
seen substantial investment by
many other leading compan-
ics. A table drawn up by the

of bulk liquids.

McGregor Cory, our commodity ware-
housing and. distribution company, has
long been associated with Merseyside as

-have our port operations which cover
ship towage and bulk cargo handling. -

Elder Dempster, based in Liverpool,
has maintained its leadership in the
important shipping trade to West Africa.

- And we have applied our technical ship-

taken us

(And ba

Once we were simply the best-run
cargo shipping line in the world.
: Today the name Ocean covers a far
| wider range of business activities.
| But rather than taking us away from
our roots in the North West of England,
these moves have consolidated and
expanded our operations in the region.
Ocean’s turnover on Merseyside alone
is over £175 million and our list of suc-
cesses makes uplifting reading.
~ Through Panocean Storage & Trans-
port we are now leaders in the storage

Ford VvieS
with
Europe

organization Business Opport-
unities on Merseyside (Boom),
disclosed the following recent
investment statistics:
Pilkington Glass £75 mil-
lion, Plessey £60 million,
Bibby £40 million, Dista Prod-
ucts £20 million, English Es-
tates £17 million, Marconi £13

million, and Lever Brothers

£12 million. There have also
been substantial investments
by Birds Eye, Metal Box and
Delco Electronics.

s T gy,

IN Iany

As well as industry, Mer-
seyside has a thriving mari-
time trading and financial
services sector. Ocean Trans-
port and Trading, whose
freight forwarding, shipping

and distribution services e¢p- |

erate worldwide, has its HQ in
Liverpool; Royal Insurance,
one of the world’s leading com-
panies, has its largest con-
centration of staff in the city.

All the main insurance com-
panies, building societies and
joint stock banks are repre-
sented on Merseyside.

The National Girobank em-

ploys 5,000 at its Bootle com- |

puter centre, and Barclaycard
provides 800 jobs at its new
data-processing centre at

Wavertree Technology Park.

to Merseyside.

ping skills to develop a successful engin-
eering arm, Ocean Fleets.

Back on dry land, our cold-cure
retread tyre business, Bandag, has a
dominant market position and its
national headquarters is in Wigan.

Ocean Environmental Management
operates internationally and our fuel -
distribution businesses are represented
throughout the UK. |
- MOJAS Cargo International, our freight
forwarding business, continues to grow
and 1s now one of the world’s top five

international airfreight forwarders.

like home.

We can h

All of which goes to prove that
wherever we wander, there’s no place

andle it.

OCEAN TRANSPORT & TRADING plc, INDIA BUILDINGS, WATER STREET, LIVERPOOL 12 ORB.

tural activities. |
Many famous companies,

~ LIVERPOOL POLYTECHNIC

__AMAJOR RESOURCE FOR
RESEARCH AND CONSULTANCY

Liverpool Polytechnic has a local, national and
nternational reputation in many areas of research, and
1ts staft act as advisers and consultants to a wide range of

industries and institutions,-

We also run numerous full-time, part-time and short
courses in subjects as diverse as banking and sea
navigation, including tailor-made courses designed to

meet your exact needs.

To find out more about how Liverpool Polytechnic can
help you, contact one of our Information Services team:
~ Sandra Gowar (Information Officer) John Nelson

(Business Liaison)_ or Margaret Dowling (Schools

Liaison) - by phoning 051 207 3581 ext 2522 or writing to
rpool Polytechnic,
70 Mount Pleasant, Liverpool L3 §

them at: Live
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however, are no longer in the
area, their closures adding to
the unemployment queues.
One of the ironies of
Merseyside’s predicament,
however, was that even when
firms invested heavily on re-
equipping with modern tech-
nology, 1t often meant fewer
jobs as a result.

A table of employment in
the region presents some per-
haps surprising statistics. The
largest number of jobs, more
than 100,000, are in pro-
fessional services, with other
main areas being distribution
74,000, government 39,500,
food 33,500, construction
30,000, transport 45,600, glass
0,400, vehicle manufacture
15,400, and electrical and
mechanical engineering
30,000.

General productivity = is
higher and days lost through
industrial disputes lower than

[

Rodlljl)e‘y House,

DISTA PRODUCTS
LIMITED

Fleming Road, Speke, Liverpool 124 9IN :

- HILL

| DICKINSON

&CO

SOLICITOR

LIVERPOOL

' LONDON

Providing Legal Services
on Merseyside to the
Commercial and Insurance World
for 150 years

051 227 3151

01 783 9033
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hief executive, framed by the old
fought successfully to renovate. “Wherever I go,” says Dr Ritchie, *
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the common perception.

Dennis Morrison, a senior
official of the Government-
appointed Merseyside Task
Force, set up in the wake of the
1981 riots by Michael Hesel-
tine, then Environment Sec-
retary, also reflects the at-
mosphere of returning confid-
ence 1n the area.

He says: ““At the low points
in the last few years, the only
interest we got from the
outside was from those who
thought they could witness the
death of a major conurbation.
Now the number of inquiries
about potential investors set-
ting up on Merseyside is
increasing.”

The area has excellent
communications by road, rail,
sea and through two regional
airports, Liverpool with a new
terminal opened in March
1986, and Manchester, Brit-
ain’s third largest airport, 45
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ersey docks which he and chairma

minutes away by motorway.

Liverpool Freeport, the
largest in the UK and the only
one adjacent to a major
seaport, offers manufacturing
and distribution companies
financial advantages. Last
year 1t handled cargo worth
more than £100 million from
more than 80 countries.

Increasingly, too, tourism 1s
stressed as vital to the future
prosperty of the region.

David Kem, the chief
economist of the National
Westminster Bank, told a
recent meeting of Merseyside
businessmen that economic
indicators for the region have
never been better.

Tourism, he said, is the
fastest-growing industry and it
would have a significant effect
on the falling unemployment
rate. Already 20,000 jobs are
thought to depend directly on
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- Wirral is'not only an attractive setting in which to live .-~ |, -
" but has distinct advantages for developing businesses. . - |
-3 Companies are supported with a comprehensive .~ "+
-rangeof sites, premises, financial assistance, training, . =

- research and communications geared for the needs of
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everybody is bullish about Merseyside®
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Philip Carter, left, have

-----------------------------------

leisure and tourism, and 20
million visitors a year put
around £300 million into the
local economy. ;

Mr Heseltine, who was a
key figure in setting up many
of the Government-led initia-
tives, said recently: “Many of
those initiatives can be seen tQ
have worked; yesterday’s sites
have become attractive envir-
onments, housing estates have
taken on a new life, training
centres are seen as the step-
ping stone to a job. '

o

“The response has come
from both individuals and
from the business community
whose commitment to thé
rebirth of their city has been
impressive. .

“There is a generation of
work ahead but now at least
we know the foundationd
upon which we can build.” -
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warm welcome *
Contact =

Divid Hunt or Graham Maddrell on =
0516306060 .

. e . Dfpartmnt of E-n;p!nym'tﬁl'aﬁ'd Community Services
* ' Wirral Business Cenire, Dock Road, Birkenhead, Wirral L41 1JW
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:CONSUMER LAW - DEBT RECOVERY -DOMESTIC CONVEYANCING - EMPLOYMENT - EUROPEAN COMMUNITY LAW*
4

‘FAMILY LAW * INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY -
~LITIGATION - MERGERS-

*PENSIONS - PERSONAL FINANCE
*RACIAL DISCRIMINATION -
*TAKEOVERS:

*TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING -
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CUFF ROBERTS NORTH KIRK

(INCORPORATING BANKS KENDALL) SOLICITORS
25 CASTLE STREET, LIVERPOOL L2 4TD

TEL: 051-227 4181 TELEX: 628169 FAX: 051-227 2584 MDX 14126

*LANDLORD &t TENANT - LICENSING* -
‘MORTGAGES * PARTNERSHIPS :
*PROBATE - PROPERTY FINANCE .
SEX DISCRIMINATION - :
+*TAXATION - '
*TRUSTS - WILLS
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