What is Minecraft: Education Edition?
Minecraft: Education Edition is a learning platform which is game-based. It can be classroom based or accessed FREE from home via a download link on HWB. Staff & pupils log in using their personal HWB username and password. https://hwb.gov.wales/

Introduction to 
Minecraft: Education Edition
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Why use Minecraft: Education Edition?
Minecraft: Education Edition promotes creativity, collaboration, problem-solving and inclusion in an ever evolving but secure environment. Minecraft can be used to deliver a wide range of subjects from Science and Technology including Coding to Humanities. Minecraft encompasses the DCF in the elements of Citizenship and Interacting and Collaborating. Endless lessons for all AoLEs are available on the Minecraft: Education Edition website https://education.minecraft.net/






Relevant Research & Bibliography
Research has shown that computer games such as Minecraft have a place within the education system, enabling children to develop competence in the skills associated with playing games, but also in persistence in solving challenging problems. These such games, can also be inclusive, especially for those children who have an Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) as computers can be predictable and enable collaboration with others from a distance.
Alamri, A. (2016) ‘Should Video Games be included in the Learning Process’, International Journal of Education, 8,1, p23-33
Chen, A. Wang, G. Zhang, K. Liu, L. (2019) ‘A pilot study on evaluating children with autism spectrum disorder using computer games’, Computers in Human Behavior 90. P204-214
Williamson, B. (2009) ‘Computer games, schools, and young people’ Futurelab








  Getting Started with Minecraft: Education Edition
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Once logged in select Play on the front screen and then Create New. In this area you can set all the parameters for the children. These settings can be changed as skills are developed.
· [image: ]Default Game - Creative, not Survival. 
· Difficulty level - Peaceful 
· Permission Level - Member
· World Type – Flat
· Immediate Respawn
· Always Day
[image: ]

On a PC keys are used to navigate the game. The mouse is used to mine and place items.
Right Click – Place
Left Click – Mine

· [image: ]Press E key to accesses Inventory. 
· You may select 9 items to have in your personal       Inventory at one time. 
· Press X to exit the Inventory.
· [image: ]To select an item from your personal inventory use the number keys and press the number of the corresponding box.

· Book and Quill enables the recording of work.
· Do not ‘Sign’ the book until all the information has been entered because it cannot be edited once signed.
· Click on the pencil in the open book to add text.

· [image: ]Camera enables photos to be taken. 
· Photos can be put into the book by clicking on the pencil and then selecting picture image. See image below.
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