5.0 Findings and Conclusion
5.1 introduction 
The following objectives were at the forefront of this study. By focusing on these objectives, it is envisaged that more information and understanding about the perspectives of the public and present front-line officers of South Wales Police on the possession and utilisation of Tasers (CEDs) by police can be gained. It is hoped that this study will give some more information and understanding by examining the previous studies and publications from the literature review and conducting a study within South Wales police area.

The objectives of this study are listed below:
1. What is the public’s opinion on police officers in the UK carrying and using equipment such as Tasers?
2. What are current serving police officers’ opinions on carrying and using equipment such as Tasers?
3. Assess what are the potential benefits and negatives of the presence of Tasers in modern day British policing?

5.2 What is the public’s opinion on police officers in the UK carrying and using equipment such as Tasers?
From this study is seems to highlight some previous research which indicated positive opinion from the public. From this study it appeared that the presence of CED’s is more commonplace in policing and it has become accepted as almost standard issue amongst officers. This study indicates that the public are concerned not only for their own safety, but the safety of officers, and the majority see officers carrying CED as beneficial and would not affect officer approachability. With an overall positive opinion for police officer being equipped with CED of 90%.

5.3 What are current serving police officers’ opinions on carrying and using equipment such as Tasers
This research indicated that serving officers within South Wales Police do believe that CED’s are beneficial for their role in modern policing and the dangers they face. However, it did indicate that their opinion is that CED are not suitable for every officer. This research indicated that officers believe that police must be able to deal with conflict in other ways, and officers should patrol for a period of time without CEDs present. Although 88% believed that CED were and adequate piece of equipment in modern policing, and 81% believe the presence of CED were an adequate visual deterrent for crime.

5.4  Assess what are the potential benefits and negatives of the presence of Tasers in modern day British policing.
The majority of both parties involved in this study believe that CED are an adequate piece of equipment in modern policing and believe that the presence of CED’s are a visual deterrent for crime. Which shows a potential benefit for officers being equipped with CED’s. This could be supported when participants were asked regarding previous research indicating that now more officers are equipped with CEDs this encourages offenders to carry weapons and once again the majority of both groups of participants were in agreement and state they disagree with this. 
However, officers were asked the question, 
“Do you believe that Taser (CED) requirements while attending incidents are becoming more or less frequent?”
72% responded with they believe that incidents requiring CED are becoming more frequent, and 28% stated that they were unable to answer confidently. Not a single participant could confidently say incidents were becoming less frequent. This could present the opportunity for more chance of potential negative experiences involving CED and with more usage and more deployment present more opportunity for something to be reviewed as a negative result.  

5.5 conclusion 
In conclusion, both the general population and current police officers tend to be optimistic and have a positive opinion on CEDs.  The study discovered that there are not many opposing opinions on CEDs from the public, and that popular opinion tends to be more geared towards increasing the safety of individuals in possession of the devices and themselves. It prompts the conclusion that the people may regard the police as more of a service than a governing body. According to the findings, the CED is an effective device in the eyes of the public, allowing officers to conduct their jobs efficiently and safely.  They are aware, however, that CED may be harmful if not used properly and in suitable conditions, yet they support the piece of equipment and its needs.
The research indicates that both the public and serving police officers are generally supportive of the usage of CEDs in the modern world of policing. However, this research is only taken form a small section of the public and from a small number of officers within one police force. Further research from a wider force area could provide a more comprehensive result, also research into areas where the potential the crime rate is higher than areas of South Wales. For instance, in the area of Swansea East (covered by South Wales Police) there were a reported 1749 crimes recorded in September 2022, and in the same month there were a reported 3350 crimes recorded the Camden London area  (ukcrimestats, 2022). These areas are around the same size and have a vastly different crime rate. It could be argued that with higher crime rate it presents more chances for negative opinions to be obtained and a higher percentage of persons have a negative experience as a result of the potential for higher usage. 
To summarise from the study, it would appear many of the public and current serving police officers within South Wales Police have a positive opinion on carrying and using equipment such as Tasers. Also, they feel it has a positive benefit in modern day policing. With incidents that require use of this equipment becoming more frequent (IOPC, 2021) and overall public perception of police, according to the 2020 Crime Survey of England and Wales, public trust in the police has been declining over the previous years, falling from 62% in 2017 to 55% in 2020 (Katerina Duran Mynenko, 2022). These opinions on officers carrying equipment such as Tasers could change. Research such as this would need to be conducted annually and more nationally to obtain a more accurate and trackable result. 
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