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Research Methodology

Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]This chapter explores the different variations of research methodologies and methods that are frequently used by researchers. The types of methodology and methods used to gather the data within this research will be discussed and analysed. The key areas of research surround four significant questions relating to domestic abuse and its significance within modern day living. The four key areas covered within the research are:
1. What is domestic abuse?
2. What is the cause of domestic abuse and what is its significance? 
3. Is there a difference in the prevalence of domestic abuse within a geographical area? 
4. Is there a connection between the lack of police officers and the provision of the service to accommodate such a widespread issue?
The ontological and epistemological approach is best suited to an interpretivism paradigm. Interpretivism approach utilised data collection based upon observations, surveys, interviews and also secondary sources. Interpretivism analyses typically focuses on the meaning of the subject matter and is likely to utilise multiple methods in order to reflect and interpret on the different characteristics of the topic (Interpretivism Research Philosophy, n.d.).
Ontology allows the researcher to question the true value of domestic abuse with the selected participants. It questions the reality of the issue and allows for a deeper insight into its significance and presence within modern day living and why is it present. It provides the researcher with data that outlines its existence and its substantiation for its existence (Ontology, n.d.). 
Epistemology is the understanding and investigation of knowledge and the truth behind the problem. Epistemology asks the question of what is knowledge and where does it come from? An epistemological approach allows the researcher to question and investigate the origin and reasons. By observing the connection between a subject and object, the researcher can explore the idea of epistemology and observe how it influences the research strategy (Moon and Blackman, 2017).
Mixed Methods
In order to identify an appropriate answer to each key area, this study utilises quantitative and qualitative methods along with research from secondary sources. Due to the COVID-19 restrictions being put in place throughout 2019/20 the use of primary sources was not a practical or feasible option and therefore the most suitable approach resulted with research gathering primarily relying on the use of secondary sources, quantitative and qualitative methods. The restrictions from COVID-19 also impacts on the level of data being collected with one-to-one meetings being placed on hold, and the number of domestic abuse victims being isolated with their abuser would likely limit the immediate support made available to victims which would lower the number of domestic reports. To overcome these obstacles and obtain accurate and up to date statistics, quantitative methods allow for better predictions on the data collected as well as data to be generalised. Quantitative methods provide a larger number of participant’s involvement without the need for one-to-one contact, identify patterns and produce potential links to other key areas (Mcleod, 2019). The use of qualitative methods in the form of open ended questions, explores a deeper understanding of the key areas of research which combined with the quantitative method will allow for a more well-rounded analysis of the data (Mcleod, 2019). Using this form of data collection allows the researcher closer involvement with the participants to theoretically observe and identify underlying concerns that maybe unseen by those participating. This approach can help identify new methods to be suggested and applied to the subject area to improve and develop better working strategies (Mcleod, 2019).
Quantitative methods 
Employing a quantitative approach will allow the researcher to control variable interests by ensuring the selection of questions remain specific to the topic of research, it will also allow the researcher to produce predictions to on-going issues within the subject matter. These predictions will aid the researcher with identifying trends which can potentially lead to supporting or disproving theories relating to the topic. The approach will consist of closed and statistical questions surrounding domestic related incidents and the rate and number of domestic related incidents officers are exposed to within a specific area. This form of questioning will entice the participants to produce direct responses allowing the data collection to be clearer and relevant. This data will then be analysed and categorised for the researcher to identify any discrepancies and trends to issues raised. The use of this method will help the researcher to summarise and reflect upon the results more accurately, identify any potential links to theories and produce considerations for improvements (Mcleod, 2019). By combining qualitative and quantitative methods it allows for a wider insight and an in-depth analysis of the topic, maintain structure to the data collected and allow for the results to be tailored to the topic of research.
Describe your methods of analysis 
In order to conduct this research, the use of data collected relating to domestic abuse will be analysed with the use of secondary sources and theories as well as primary sources utilising a survey to aid with the identifying key aspects of the issue. The participants of the survey will consist of current serving front line police officers spread across several teams within a specific station and members of the general public. The questions will be tailored to their area of work and the domestic incidents they attend. The questions will aim to identify the core issues with domestic abuse, as well as identifying the number of repeat victims, the support available, the type of violence victims are exposed to, contributing factors and their socioeconomic status. Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, the survey would be conducted online. The same approach will also be applied with members of the public with questions being tailored to the perception and knowledge of domestic abuse. The philosophy is to generate data from two perspectives and to gain a better understanding of how domestic abuse is viewed from the eyes of the ones aiming to reduce its existence and significance, and those who are likely to encounter or have encountered domestic abuse along with their awareness of the issue. The data collected will then be analysed against the information obtained from secondary sources and the theories identified surrounding domestic abuse, to which the data will assist the researcher to prove and disprove theories and produce predictions and considerations. 
Evaluate and justify your methodological choices
The methodological choices adopted within this research have been carefully selected to achieve the best outcome. Other methods that are available consist of:
· Positivism – the view of factual knowledge from observations of the senses. The philosophy behind positivism is in line with empiricist view whereby knowledge is gained from life experiences; however, the absence of the researcher’s interests within the study is required for a positivistic approach to be applied (Positivism - Research Methodology, n.d.).
· Post-positivism – works in conjunction with positivism; however, post-positivism is based upon assumptions with the methods applied based upon the topics of research being investigated (Wildemuth, 1993)
· Critical theory – uses historical events and reflection upon such events. This approach is commonly used to question the natural state of a topic and applies the question to its participants to reflect upon in order for change to be made (Qualitative Research Guidelines Project, 2008). 
· Pragmatism – is focused upon working strategies opposed to those that are not. Pragmatism adopts a combination of different approached opposed to one single approach as it can be seen to be philosophically unreliable as obtaining the truth behind a subject matter would be unreachable (Frey, 2018). 
It is clear to see that there are numerous alternative approaches that can be utilised in order to gather data for analysis; however, each paradigm hosts its own and very unique approach to data collection, which can in turn produce very different outcomes to one another. However, it is possible to utilise two in order to obtaining different versions of the same data that can allow the researcher an entirely different set of outcomes or possibly two separate aspects of the same raised issue. With domestic abuse being a widespread issue globally, utilising an interpretivism approach allows the researcher to group diverse and multiple approaches to achieve a truthful outcome. Interpretivism sources data from several sources such as surveys, interviews, observations and secondary sources. Interpretivism broadens the understanding, meaning and culture of a research topic through experiences and viewpoints. With the approaches being used within this research, interpretivism is evidently better suited to this research. It also allows the researcher to gather the data, and allow for said data to be collected and analysed without any bias. The aim of the analysis is to then assist the researcher with identifying key trends within current and/or previous domestic abusive settings, which in turn will allow any possible considerations to be promptly prepared in order to provide either a remodelled or entirely new approach to be adopted.
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