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Language and Literacy in the Digital Age

Throughout this essay, language and literacy within the early years will be discussed taking into account the development of digital literacy. Additionally, identifying the practitioners' role in the development of early literacy in young children, considering the ages between four to five. Relating to the storytelling activities where both traditional and digital means are presented. Suggested by Faradilla and Daulay (2023) between the ages of four and five, children are able to shape sentences of four words or more as well as, retelling or creating stories. The foundation of children’s language development is built upon positive interactions, between key workers, careers and the child. According to the UK Government (no date) young children are encouraged to develop language skills when implicated in playful, language rich environments with opportunities to learn new words. Creating a holistic approach through hands on experiences, inspires learning where new words and phrases are explored, taking into account storytelling and sharing books. This enables children to associate pictures with words, gaining an impression of the world. In addition to, strengthening their language skills, as well as expanding their vocabulary. Supporting this concept, the Curriculum for Wales (2022) stating that literature triggers imagination and motivates creativity. 

According to the Cambridge Dictionary (2024) language acquisition can be defined as the process where young children become able to understand and speak a language. Indicated by Brown (2014) young children gaining an understanding of why people read and write can motivate the development of their own literacy. Active engagement in the reading process through purposeful activities creates the foundation for early literacy. Effective experiences that inspire early forms of reading and writing flourishes young children’s language acquisition. This persptive is supported by Simply Psychology (2023) when citing Skinner’s behaviourist theory which directly links to language development this suggests that language is acquired through operant conditioning. According to Skinner, children are able to learn language by imitating adults and being reinforced for accurate responses. Through this perspective, children are able to learn words and grammar first by mimicking speech they hear whilst receiving positive feedback. Skinner’s theory concluded that over time through repetition and reinforcement children are able to refine their linguistic abilities. However, on the other hand indicated by the Education and Development Research Council (2020) Chomsky’s theory on language acquisition differ’s from Skinner’s perspective. Chomsky focused on the belief that children effortlessly develop language, this suggests that exposure to language is not adequate for a child to become efficient. This perspective implies that children are born with the natural ability to learn language, indicating that the basic structure of language is already in-coded in the brain at the time of birth. Chomsky called this concept a Language Acquisition Device or a LAD. Indicated by the Department of Linguistics (1974) when describing the case of Genie Wiley which prohibits evidence that Chomsky’s theory was not accurate. Genie Wiley at the age of 13 was found to have been abused and neglected by her parents, she was completely mute and unable to chew solid foods. After numerous attempts by professionals to aid Genie to develop language, she was only able to understand and speak a few words. It was determined that due to no stimulation from her careers, her brain was unable to fully develop and had no capacity for language after missed opportunity during critical periods for language acquisition. It is important to contemplate the impact careers and key workers can have on a child’s development, regarding stimulation through skills like rhyming, repition and enthusiasm.

Within both the storytelling activities, The Gruffalo and Sharing a Shell rhyme is prominent. According to Noblesville Schools (2010) through young children reciting rhymes they are able to articulate words and learn new vocabulary. It is further stated that rhymes are able to stimulate children to understand the rhythm of language, as well as the story sequence. Considering, this it is significance that children are able to absorb the sequence of what occurred first and last in the story which motivates their memory skills. Additionally, Noblesville Schools (2010) adds that rhymes provide building blocks for creative dynamic, children are encouraged to be confident and display their creativity. This is supported by Pacey (2019) that suggests that rhymes provide children with bite-sized learning opportunities which promote key developmental skills and can often act as a trigger for creative and open-ended play. Rhyming is considered as an influential learning source in early literacy, which enables children to become familiar with the rhythm and pattern of language. Indicated by Harper (2011) phonological awareness is a significant factor in a child’s ability in learning to read. An awareness of phonemes nurtures children’s capabilities to hear and blend sounds as well as encode and decode words. It is further stated that there is a distinct link between phonemes and nursery rhymes, sensitivity to rhyme, identification of words and alliteration plays a positive role in a child’s later success’ in reading. This concept is aided by Read, Macauley and Furay (2014) stating that rhyme stimulates a child’s ability to retain words. This shown durning observations which shows that children who are read rhyming stories, are able to remember exact words from the book, in addition to their capability to predict words before they are read. This suggests that rhyme strengthens a child’s vocabulary along with offering children an advantage in language comprehension and learning. Rhyme is shown throughout both story telling activities, it is greater distinguished in The Gruffalo, where the storyteller is capable to make assumptions with the children of what may acquire next. Whereas, throughout Sharing a Shell rhyme is shown yet not as apparent. 

Repetition is used throughout both story telling activities, where repeated words and phrases are spoken. Indicated by BBC (2024) repetition is significant throughout young children’s literacy development suggesting rereading stories or nursery rhymes. This enabling the child to make connections with words and objects, encouraging children to develop an understanding of what things are and what they are called. First Five Years (2019) when citing Ledger (2017) suggests that exposure to repition through nurturing experiences fosters a child’s perspective of language. Repetition is essential for motivating language and literacy development, repeated exposure enables children to retain patterns, words and connect key concepts. This notion is supported by Gannon (2009) expressing that repetition is often a familiar feature of children’s literature. Considering this, repition is used as a means to develop a structure of narrative for readers including assisting the child in retaining what they have read. Creating a rhythm flourishes a meaning to the story, developing a sense of suspense or mystery for children. Stated by Horst (2013) young children demonstrate the ability to greater understand new words through shared storybook reading, of repeated stories. Repetition creates opportunities for children to develop an idea of what a word sounds like, who said it as well as what the word represents. Continuing to read one story provides the child with the capability to become familiar with the words used, what they mean and how they can apply them to their vocabulary. This suggets that, repition widens children’s vocabulary and greater expands their language acquisition. This is shown throughout activity where the storyteller is able to read repeated phrases together with frequent words. 

This section will be discussing, how the storyteller used enthusiasm through body language and finger puppets to prompt the children’s engagement throughout the activity. Indicated by the UK Government (no date) children gain a better understanding through hands on experiences for example it is more likely for children to retain vegetable names when touching or tasting them. Inspiring children to notice pictures and understand words within books, will offer them an idea of the world around them as well as strengthen their language skills. Asking questions and sharing conversations with children whilst reading creates an exploratory experience, where children are able to discuss what interests them motivating further learning. This viewpoint is advocated by the Hanen Centre (2016) when discussing that children are able to gain an understanding of what words mean during the act of reading a story. Taking into account, gestures like pointing to pictures encourages children to associate the words to that picture as well as expressing what that word means. Further, it is stated that careers using their body language and voice can greater express the meaning of the word. Along with, implying a related context to the word. According to Crystal (2010, pp. 199-200) children are able absorb language through stimulating interactions. Crystal discusses the concept of Langauge Play, this suggests that careers or key workers expressing enthusiasm with language motivates children to develop their own language abilities. Considering nursery rhymes, songs, games and storytelling as factors of language play, introduces children to a world of imagination and adventure. Factors of langauge play include the adult's role, in creating an effective rhythm throughout the interaction including their body language and tone of voice. This is shown during both story telling activities when the storyteller uses a different tone of voice for different characters, whilst using finger puppets to support this. Furthermore, a change in facial expressions when something exciting or shocking happens during both books. 

This segment will express the use of digital literacy within the early years, in the sense of importance. As demonstrated by the Digital Competence Framework (2018) within Wales it is considered significant that young children obtain a capability in digital technology. This suggests that digital competence is a set of skills, understanding and perspective that is necessary within today’s society. Within this framework, it is stated that key workers have a responsibility to embed digital competence across the curriculm, that enables learners to thrive in the digital world. Such framework has a direct connection to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (2019). Article four describes the implementation of the convention, Governments must do all possible to ensure that each child reaches their full potential. Taking into account, the creation of systems and laws that promote children’s rights. According to the Donaldson Report (2015) digital competence plays a vital role in the lives of children and young people. It is suggested that digital technology has a means to encourage children to develop a sense of the world around them. Donaldson implies that digital competence should be considered, as significant within the curriculum as literacy and numeracy. Numerous factors highlighted within the use of technology within settings include areas of learning and experience, relating to language, literacy and communication. This approach is supported by Darmainin (2017) which describes Levy’s idea that indicates the use of digital technology is necessary for young children within the 21st century.  Levy’s observations describe that young children are able to achieve physical interactions with text through digital means. As well as, how the curriculum has progressed to further the use of digital advancements. Considering, the Digital Strategy for Wales (2021) which suggests the use of digital technology in settings creates digital inclusion and connectivity as it is accessible for all parties. It is further stated that digital skills enable practitioners to be capable and confident in the workplace. However, this creates critics of the use of digital technology in settings. Stating that governments have no intention in providing support for this approach, including training for staff in addition to funding. It is significant that this strategy is not supported by evidence. The use of digital literacy is exhibited when, the storyteller uses an iPad to read the book Sharing a Shell to the children. 

[bookmark: _Int_Yz4buDs9]To conclude, throughout activities the storyteller was able to achieve an engaging read, through the use of body language, facial expressions and finger puppets. The storyteller created an interaction with the children by asking questions about what they could see as well as introducing their own opinions or experiences. Throughout, Sharing a Shell the storyteller proceeded to further the learning experience for the children by pointing to the pictures within the book. However, the storyteller failed to achieve this when reading The Gruffalo, it is significant that the storyteller considers this in future practice additionally with pointing to the words within the book. To greater extend the children’s perspective of activity, the storyteller should give thought to encouraging the children to be hands on. This suggests offering the children an opportunity to use the finger puppets or turn the page on the iPad. 



