Give a detailed account, including variants, of Alexander’s encounter with Talestris in the sources. (500 words)

Quintus Curtius Rufus is thought to have been writing in the first century CE.[footnoteRef:1] The exact time of his writing has been rigorously debated but has been narrowed down.[footnoteRef:2] From the information he writes throughout the book, giving the limits to the Roman empire at the time of his writing, his time period can be narrowed down to under the rule of either Augustus, Claudius or Vespasian. Further details give an image of Rome that does not fit that of Augustus or Vespasian, leaving the only possible option to be Claudius.[footnoteRef:3] Curtius Rufus writes a history of Alexanders life, meaning what was written was believed to be true and accurate. This gives an interesting view of the Amazons as they were, and still are, seen as a mythological race. Including them in this historical account could be showing some believe of their existence within the Roman world. It has been said that Curtius Rufus may have added in this section to show the change in Alexander’s character, which would explain the reason for its presence.[footnoteRef:4] There is an emphasis on how Talestris is different within the section. The most notable way this is shown is through the description of her dress. This style of clothing and removal of one breast[footnoteRef:5] being mentioned shows that these were not the Roman style and emphasises the otherness of Talestris. This is also backed up by her forwardness and capability to handle herself. While in the text this presented as barbarism[footnoteRef:6], there is a possibility that this assertiveness plays into a male fantasy. As a result, Alexander is changed in character when he gives into this wanting woman. [1:  Heckel, p.2]  [2:  Heckel, p.1]  [3:  Heckel, p.2]  [4:  Roisman, p.258]  [5:  Curt. The History of Alexander 128, 27-28]  [6:  Curt, The History of Alexander 128, 29] 

Walter of Châtillon was writing during the twelfth century CE.[footnoteRef:7] This section of his work is from a ten-book epic poem.[footnoteRef:8] This poem was made a school text and was well received.[footnoteRef:9] His writing is taken directly from Quintus Curtius Rufus[footnoteRef:10] but is written in more poetic and flowery language to suit the style he is writing in. There is also more development of the meeting between the two. One addition Walter of Châtillon makes to Curtius Rufus’ text is that the three hundred women who accompany Talestris are all virgins.[footnoteRef:11] This is most likely added in order to fit with the time period it was written, further contextualising the piece. The title of the work is done in a way to make it feel like a classical era text.[footnoteRef:12] This classical feel is reciprocated through the element of comparison between a contemporary figure and the subject.[footnoteRef:13] The influence of classical era writers can be seen throughout the poem, with William of Châtillon using a different style[footnoteRef:14] to his contemporary writers in order to have the rhythmic feel of authors such as Virgil.[footnoteRef:15] [7:  Townsend, p.xi]  [8:  Townsend, p.xi]  [9:  Lafferty, p.183]  [10:  Bridges, 2015, p.5]  [11:  William of Chatillon Alexandreis 8, 11]  [12:  Lafferty, p.181]  [13:  Lafferty, p.182-183]  [14:  Lafferty, p.193]  [15:  Lafferty, p.185] 
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