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This gobbet comes from chapter fourteen of Plutarch’s Life of Alexander in which Plutarch writes about Alexander visiting Diogenes of Sinope. Plutarch was an ancient Greek known for his biographies as well as his moral philosophies 46-c.122[footnoteRef:1]. His Life of Alexander was one of numerous biographies written about famous Greeks and Romans. He wrote in Greek but had both Greek and Roman audiences. The Life of Alexander was written alongside the Life of Caesar as they were both rulers which started massive empires. Many of Plutarch’s Life of which are done as a comparison between a Roman and a Greek[footnoteRef:2]. Alexander the Great was the legendary Macedonian ruler who died in 323 BC.  Diogenes of Sinope was a well-known philosopher during the time of Alexander who stressed the stoic way of life and rejected luxuries[footnoteRef:3]. As Plutarch knew and wrote philosophy it is possible that he was aware of the work of Diogenes.  [1:  Lendering, 2017]  [2:  Lendering, 2017]  [3:  Sampaolo, 2017] 

 As Plutarch is a prolific biographer rather than a historian his writings focus more on the character of the person than the accuracy of the events which he describes[footnoteRef:4]. To gain the information on the character Plutarch uses no less than twenty-four different sources, though most of them come from Alexander’s letters and Arrian’s Anabasis[footnoteRef:5]. Plutarch writing as a moral philosopher suggests that morals were of deep interest to Plutarch as character and morals are what his biographies focus on. Plutarch makes of point of saying in his Life of Alexander that it is now history which he is writing but lives[footnoteRef:6]. Modern scholar’s access to these sources is much more limited than Plutarch’s was which makes judging his accuracy and reliability difficult. Bosworth states that Plutarch is dangerous to use as he omits and sitorts aspects of history to achieve a certain effect[footnoteRef:7]. People originally heard of the meeting between Alexander and Diogenes from one of Alexander’s henchmen who was a student of Diogenes, this may be a reason that Diogenes has been written as a flattering character. The Life of Alexander and Plutarch’s other biographies can be linked with his Morales as the character of his subject seem to teach moral lessons in a way that can be understood by politically active members of Greek and Roman Society[footnoteRef:8].  [4:  Powell, 1939 p 229]  [5:  Powell, 1939]  [6:  Mossman, 20007]  [7:  Stadter, 2002]  [8:  Jacobs, 2017] 

Plutarch states at the beginning of the passage that Alexander went in person to see Diogenes in person, showing a humble aspect of his character as most kings would typically send servant to meet a public figure. Plutarch would exaggerate this aspect of hi8s character as it portrays him in a flattering way. This portrayal of Alexander is important as it shows that both Greeks and Romans are good examples of piety and virtuous personality traits. 
The beginning of the passage sets the scene of Alexander’s visit to Diogenes, as Diogenes is basking in the sun[footnoteRef:9]. This simple suggests that Plutarch knew of Diogenes as he did not partake in luxurious or lavish activities.  [9:  Plut. Alex. 14] 

At the end of the passage Alexander says that if he were not Alexander he would be Diogenes with suggests that Alexander respected Diogenes. Alexander also allowed Diogenes to makes a joke towards him which shows that they had a good relationship with one another and that Alexander was not always a tyrannical ruler as other ancient sources suggests that he is during descriptions of how he treats his troops and friends. This scene has been carefully constructed to emphasis the restrained aspects of Alexander’s personality as well as his education rather than his more dangerous traits[footnoteRef:10]. These traits ultimately gain Alexander Plutarch’s approval. The imagery created of Alexander having a sense of humour and being able to take a joke changes the perspective of the audience as he is typically thought of as rash and ruthless even amongst friends such as Diogenes, this shows that in least one case Alexander restraint won over his angry personality[footnoteRef:11].  Throughout Plutarch’s works he recognises the power of analysis and uses this on the character of his subject[footnoteRef:12]. It is possible that the parts of history which Plutarch leaves can tell us more about the character of Alexander than what he has actually written down[footnoteRef:13].  [10:  Buszard, 2008]  [11:  Buszard, 2008]  [12:  Pelling, 2011]  [13:  Pelling, 2011] 

The passage is written in the third person which further shows that the evidence Plutarch used was written from a narrators positions, suggesting that they were looking in on the scene or are a secondary source[footnoteRef:14].  The style of writing of Plutarch is clear evidence of the amount of sources he had available to him at the time of writing and his ability to analyse what those sources said about the personality and their accomplishments.  [14:  Plut. Alex. 14] 

It is clear that Plutarch did not witness this encounter and would only have vague accounts if any, therefore the conversation between them has been fabricated by Plutarch. The fabrication of conversations is seen throughout Plutarch’s works and is commonly used as a technique to show certain aspects of the character of the subject whom he is writing about. Plutarch thought that moments of jest showed more about the character of a person than the amount of battles they had won, therefore he makes of point of writing about moments which are more likely to have taken place on private if they took place at all. 
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