Safeguarding Officer 
Thank you for having me. According to the NSPCC Learning (2022), my role as a Safeguarding Officer or Child Protection Lead is to be a point of contact for those who have concerns about a child’s welfare and wellbeing in the setting. My responsibilities also include ensuring everyone, including myself, understand the settings safeguarding policies and procedures, and storing child protection records securely. 
 
Child A’s behaviour has deteriorated significantly over the last month. Prior to this, they were outgoing, seeking praise, but unfortunately, this has changed since the beginning of the month as noted by their Key Worker. Child A’s Key Worker came to me with some concerns regarding Child A’s lack of participation on the 12th of July, as per the UK Government’s Keeping Children Safe in Education (2023) policy.  
 
On the same day, I took any relevant notes from their Key Worker to gather all significant information. According to the UK Government’s Information Sharing: Advice for Practitioners (2018), it states that practitioners need to be aware of the Data Protection Act 2018. The Data Protection Act 2018 contains information on ‘safeguarding of children and individuals at risk’ as a provision, which gives practitioners the opportunity to share information without consent. This means whilst taking on the role of Safeguarding Lead, I will be able to report to the appropriate services and share any information regarding Child A and their homelife.        
 
I made contact with Mum on the same day via the telephone, to which there was no explanation about the lack of communication or participation from Child A. I also made a call to Social Services as soon as possible to refer the child, along with the information gathered by their Key Worker, as per the UK Government’s Working Together To Safeguard Children (2023) Statutory Guidance, and the Welsh Government’s Safeguarding Handout (No Date). The UK Government’s Working Together To Safeguard Children (2023) Statutory Guidance states that Early Years providers have a duty of care under Section 40 of the Childcare Act 2006, which is to abide by the welfare requirements of the Early Years Foundation Phase (EYFS). This includes: being alert to any issues of concern in a child’s life. In this case, it is safeguarding concerns about Child A from their Key Worker and passing on the correct information accordingly.  
 
I had to make an additional telephone call to Social Services three days later, due to further concerns about the child, but to also chase the previous call up. Further concerns include an unknown male arriving with Child A at the setting, who had a strong smell of alcohol on them, and the child’s personal hygiene. On the 13th of the same month, Child A’s Key Worker came to me in regards to the child’s extreme decline in their personal hygiene. The child was still lacking in communication and interaction with their peers and staff in class. Their Key Worker said the child appeared looking very fatigued, and upon drop off, there was no communication from Mum about how Child A had been at home, or if there was a change in circumstances within the family. I contacted Social Services immediately, due to continuous concerns about the child’s welfare and wellbeing. I felt this referral had to be pushed one final time with Social Services due to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), Article 3, which is known as ‘best interests of the child’. This means the best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions that affect the children involved.
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