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This report will be exploring an event that has long and short-term impacts in certain areas like socially, environmentally, politically and culturally. The event is The Royal International Air Tattoo (RIAT) is one of the largest Military Airshows in the world which includes both flying and static aircraft, it takes place every year in Fairford, England. Fairford is a market town that is primarily known for RIAT and its scenic footpaths and bridleways throughout the countryside. The market square has traditional stone buildings with a range of shops and cafes for visitors to enjoy. This report will also investigate different factors like overtourism and sustainability and how the size and attraction of the event influence the location/environment where it takes place.  It will look at the types of visitors that are attracted as well as making recommendations for further improvements that can be made.
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RIAT is an annual event that supports the Royal Air Force Charitable Trust. The event is non-profit so all the money it does make go to the trust which then further supports the younger generation. Over the course of three days, it welcomes aircraft from about 30 nations with hundreds of aircraft and provides 18 hours of flying displays from their aircraft. The event can attract up to 170,000 attendees and almost 22,000 hospitality guests over the three days.  RIAT has been running for over 50 years but has been in RAF Fairford since 1985. The event also gained recognition for its unique status by the queen which is when it adopted its current name. The provides various opportunities for visitors like meeting pilots and crew, activity zones for children and STEM zones. It is also a major aviation networking opportunity for different businesses. RIAT takes place in the historic town of Fairford which lies on the River Coln and according to the Census in 2021 there was about 4,249 people living in Fairford. It attracts people that prefer quiet areas, it is known for scenic footpaths and bridleways throughout the countryside. It is also home to the 15th century St. Mary’s Church which is known for its stained-glass windows that tells parts of the Bible and Saints’ lives.
[bookmark: _Toc214921477]Trends and challenges 
Sustainability
Another challenge in tourism is sustainability and the importance of this is increasing for travellers each year. (Haller, 2023) suggest that ‘’Some tourism attractiveness factors affect the environment through their direct or indirect impact on emissions’’ so the sustainability of a destination has an influence over visitors when they book their holiday. Tourism plays a major part in sustainable practices, with destinations adopting ways to reduce the negative impact that they have on the environment. Due to the amount of people that RIAT attracts it can have a great impact on the local area. (Getz and Page, 2024, Pg 341) mention that events alone can be considered threats due to the amount they can contribute to climate change through the release of greenhouse gasses. This is done through unwanted traffic, crowd noise/ activities and interfering with wildlife. However, RIAT has begun to put in more sustainable practices for their event to have less of a negative impact. (Edgell, David, Managing Sustainable Tourism, Pg 259) explain that it is important to practice sustainable tourism without allowing it to affect the future generations’ experience. RIAT does this through, ensuring all waste that they receive will be sorted at a recycling plant and anything that can be recycled will be taken to a waste energy plant, where the energy will be converted to electricity. Another step they are taking is water refill points to eliminate up to 30,000 single use plastic water bottles, some of the jets including the display team the Red Arrows that perform at the event are using sustainable fuel for their engines and a renewable biofuel. The use of local accommodation should be used so that more people can walks to the event limiting the number of cars that are on the road.
Visitor Typologies
The visitors that Fairford gets can be grouped together, for example heritage and history enthusiasts that are drawn to the Church and architecture, Nature and leisure tourists due to the River Coln that the town is on and Aviation enthusiasts for those that attend RIAT. This will relate to Plogs’ model of tourist behaviour which groups tourists into different personality types:
· Adventurous- remote destinations
· Dependable-domestic travel
· Mid-centric- more common, in between the two
Each of these types wants different things out of a destination. Those that visit Fairford will fall into the mid-centric category as they tend to seek adventure but also familiarity with the destination. By using this model, a destination can tailor themselves to be more appealing to their visitors.
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Transport is another important aspect of an event. RIAT is one hour away from Swindon which means it is more easily accessible. RIAT provides a free shuttle bus service from Swindon or a Park and Ride from Cheltenham and South Cerney, both take visitors straight to the showground to avoid congestion. RIAT also takes notice of accessibility as it is a large-scale event those with mobility issues may need extra support, at RIAT visitors can hire accessibility scooters or wheelchairs for the duration of their stay. 


[bookmark: _Toc214921479]Impact of the event
Tourism has a major impact globally on the economy accounting for 10% of the global GDP. (World Travel and Tourism Council, 2024) State that ‘’Travel & Tourism is also an important source of employment. In 2024, the sector supported a total of 357 million jobs globally, which is approximately 1 in 10 jobs’’. This shows the size and influence tourism alone has in the world. Due to the size and amount of people tourism attracts it has both positive and negative affects on a destination. Some positive examples would include economic growth, cultural exchange and protection of historic sites. Some destinations can become overwhelmed by the footfall that it gains which can have a major impact on the local environment, communities and the overall visitor experience. 
Doxey’s Irridex
Doxey’s Irridex Model of Tourism (1975) was developed by George Doxey. This model shows how both the locals and visitors can be affected by tourism and it looks at how locals in a destination feel about tourists as well as their attitudes towards it. Doxey puts it following a timeline of emotions: Euphoria, Apathy, Annoyance and Antagonism, these will have impacts on the destination and visitor experience. Positive emotions can help boost the economy, lead to positive interactions among hosts and visitors. Negative emotions can make the experience less enjoyable for both visitors and the locals: overcrowding, hostility and resentment. 


Impact on RIAT
RIAT has a major impact on Fairford itself, with the population being just over 4,000 people with the event bringing in around 160,000 more people during the time it is on, so it allows smaller pubs, shops and restaurants to experience a rise in their businesses. However, the primary negative of this event being in a smaller town is the overcrowding/tourism. Some short term impacts of the event include traffic congestion on arrival and departure days, local life is interrupted temporarily with road closures and restricted areas for flight safety (which usually affects the residents the most), the noise from the jet engines and crowds affects the local area and can become overwhelming. The event puts a strain on local infrastructure and amenities, one example of this would be path erosion to fields that are being used as campsites as this then can lead to long term impacts on the environment due to flooding and a longer turn around for the field to return to what it once was before the event.


Conclusion
Overall, RIAT is a massive event that has a major impact on its local area, Fairford. It allows the small town to gain recognition and boost their tourism which in turn aids the smaller businesses within the town weeks before and after the event has happened. It also allows for global recognition and attracts all types of visitors both domestic and international all with similar wants and needs from the location. Applying these theories allows event and destination to tailor themselves to these needs and wants to attract more visitors while keeping the residents happy as they can be one of the more important parts of a successful event. Furthermore, the sustainability of the event and destination is being developed which will have a positive influence over visitors and locals as it has a long-term impact for their local economy and allows them to aid in the future of tourism in Fairford. There are both positive and negative impacts of an event, but RIAT allows for improvements to be made so that the event is successful without disrupting a large part of the locals’ life.


Recommendations
There are always areas for a destination and an to improve on, one of the most complaints that the locals and visitors make is in relation to the amount of traffic that the event brings in so they could bring in a system to allow for better arrivals like more transport links or different queuing times for visitors before the show. Another area is accessibility as it is quite limited, they could provide more seating areas for those that struggle to walk longer distances. Sustainability can also be improved on using public transport and online ticketing options. Fairford itself can improve through including more areas for picnics for visitors that enjoy the scenic parts of the town. 
1) Investing in the historic parts of the town to attract more of these types of visitors.
2) More accommodation for travellers which will aid both the event and the town itself.
3) To build more of a relationship between visitors and locals they could put on smaller events so they could create a sense of community.
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Table 1.1
A table showing the population of Fairford over the years
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Image 1.2
[image: 4: Doxey`s Irridex model Source ...]This is an image representing the four stages of Doxey’s irridex model of tourism (1975).



Image 1.3
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Population Composition

Count Rate Count Rate Count Rate
Total Population 11,024 - 57112542 - 652,666 -

Males 5389 4888% 27986032 49.00% 319,008 4888%
Females 5635 5112% 29126510 5100% 333658 5112%
Population Aged 0-15 1825 1655% 10567,635 1850% 114379 17.52%
Population Aged 16 to 64 6183 56.09% 35915152 6288% 395249 60.56%
Population Aged 65+ 3016 2736% 10629755 1861% 143,038 2192%

‘Source: Office for National Statstics (ONS)
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