
The oldest reference on Red to Chaucer is 
In 1617 the Countess [of Dorset, Pembroke, and Montgomery] noted recreational books that she was reading: "'Began to have Mr. Sandy's book read to me about the Government of the Turks. "'Rivers used to read to me in Montaigne's Plays [Essays] and Moll Neville in the Fairy Queen. "'I sat and read much in the Turkish History and Chaucer. "'The 12th and 13th I spent most of the time in playing Glecko and hearing Moll Neville read the Arcadia.

Apparently the Countess had plenty of books and reading material from which to choose.

Some notable readers of Chaucer are Mary Shelley, Oscar Wiles, Palgrave. and  Virginia Wolf

Virginia Wolf stated 'I have been so steeped in modern manuscripts that I was losing all sense that one differed from another. I am reading Chaucer and hope in a year to have recovered my palate.' 
In 1926, a workhouse laundress, Catherine McMullen became familiar with Chaucer when she was trying to improve her reading skills.She visited a public library for the first time in her life and borrowed the book: "And here began my education. With Lord Chesterfield I read my first mythology. I learned my first history and geography. With Lord Chesterfield I went travelling the world. I would fall asleep reading the letters and awake around three o'clock in the morning my mind deep in the fascination of this new world, where people conversed, not just talked..." ... He launched her into a lifetime course of reading, beginning with Chaucer in Middle English.  She also read Erasmus, Donne, The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, and even Finnegan's Wake.
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