Is it Morally acceptable to eat animals?

The purpose of this essay is to discuss whether or not it can be considered morally acceptable to eat animals. I shall do this by considering the relevance of morality in relation to the process of meat eating, alongside the ethical implications of killing animals for meat when our species’ omnivorous nature is taken into consideration.
I feel it is important to first consider what morality actually is. Morality is a wholly subjective construct built up over millennia as a method of distinguishing what is positive and what is negative when considering actions that may or will affect other people. Due to the subjective nature of morality, a question that phrases itself ‘Is it morally acceptable to ___’, must be answered by an individual's personal belief, rather than having any definitive answer. As such I am not comparing arguments put forth by others on the matter, but instead discuss what results I have come to after reading these aforementioned arguments.

I would like to take into account the most common argument I see on this topic, ‘Eating animals is natural.’  This is the argument that, seeing as many other animals eat animals also we too are justified in our own consumption of them. However, having considered this argument I feel it is important to also consider that no animal but humans have ever twisted the killing and consuming of animals to such a degree as to make it an industrial process. On top of this there is also quite a lot of evidence that early precursors to homo sapien’s such as the Denisova Hominin as well as those before it were in fact herbivorous and ate a diet exclusively of vegetables and fruit. (Encyclopedia Britannica) Whilst this does not directly discredit the argument it does potentially show that our omnivorous diet was developed most likely out of necessity during the very early stages of our species development rather than being a wholly stable progression of a pre-existing dietary habit.  

Something that should be considered is that whilst farming animals for meat is arguably unethical, it is factually impractical, and yields far less than could be gained from devoting land used for cattle farming instead for the cultivation wheat or other plants. (See references)
On the topic of cattle farming I would like to express my own opinion that raising animals solely for the purpose of slaughtering is a practice that I consider vile and hugely immoral, yet I still very readily eat meat as part of almost every meal.  This is because I am a hypocrite, and like many other people am a victim of both habit and sense of taste. Meat tastes wonderful. That is a factor that drives people to defend its consumption with fervor. I would go so far as to equate it to an addiction at this stage and one of the most wide spread addictions at that. So in conclusion I would argue that no, in my opinion it is not morally acceptable to eat meat, but I much like the majority of people will continue to do so.
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