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Dissertation Proposal – Anti-matter out of place?
The aim of this research is to investigate how the common belief in the existence of ghosts may reflect common cultural beliefs in British society. To believe in ghosts there must be an understanding of how ghosts come to exist. I will aim to explore the conceptions of the body, mind, and soul that enable the rationalisation of a belief in ghosts, alongside the social beliefs surrounding life and death that are reflected in these beliefs.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Research would be conducted in a similar mode to that of Julien Holloway’s investigation of ghost tourism. I will attend a selection of ghost tours/hunts within Stratford-Upon-Avon and/or Birmingham to partake in participant observation, and conduct semi-structured interviews with the tour hosts. This will offer me an insight into the commercial side of supernatural belief, and the belief systems that made these tours possible. I will also use discussion on online forums to reach people who hold these beliefs but do not have access to organised, paid-for, tours. A field work journal will be kept throughout, and all interviews will be recorded with permission. I will gain informed consent from everyone I interview, and anyone who is on the same ghost tours as I am. No personal data will be included or kept for an unnecessary period of time.
I anticipate also identifying themes of religion, science, and their place in cosmology, but the dissertation will focus less on these themes. Following this, I will include the collection of references that I have found so far.
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