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[bookmark: _Toc121505096]Introduction 

In this supporting paper, the field of study will discuss the key issues raised during the group debate. The main topic of the debate was “Is the use of technology necessary for the elderly UK population or an older person’s life” where we as a group consisting of seven members presented various aspects of it. 
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[bookmark: _Toc121505098]Standpoint 

The overall group debate was based on use of technology towards older people in the UK where different group member has chosen different part to discuss. Group member 1 discuss about definition and technology used by health and care organisation, Group member 2 discuss about theoretical perspective, Group member 3 discuss about argumentative elements regarding technology, Group member 4 discuss about social media and support during COVID-19, Group member 5 discussed about Artificial Intelligence, Group member 6 discussed about modernisation and conclusion and I have come up with a discussion with health and mobility where my standpoint was, the example of mobility technology for older people in the UK. I have discussed about stair lifts which ease older people to travel up and down the stairs ensuring high safety for people in old age to avoid accidents, mobility scooters that help older people who are having trouble walking can go around and shop for themselves, electric wheelchair which is opposite of pushing wheelchair where older people have more freedom to manage themselves to go around in the house (Eduard, 2022, C. Martin et al, 2019). On the other hand, click n dig which is an app that helps older people to find misplaced items like keys, phones, TV remotes, wallets, and so on, virtual doctor support older people with medication and cut waiting times where pay, as you go system, is enabled. An app is known as Push doctor which is virtual tech that is getting popular among older people with limited mobility (Lim et al, 2021). 

[bookmark: _Toc121505099]Other views

Other views regarding the debate was fascinating and they all really liked the way we carried out our debate. After the debate, we were asked several questions related to the topic such as, define the benefits of using technology for elderly people? How does technology affect older people? How can we encourage elderly people to use technology? Is it hard for older generation to use technology, negative impact of technology towards elderly people? Etc. 

[bookmark: _Toc121505100]Main points discussed

We a group of seven members discussed various aspects of technology towards elderly people in the UK. Some of the main points include the definition, and benefits of technology for elderly people, the technology used by health organizations for elderly people, elements of arguments regarding technology, AI, Covid-19, healthcare and mobility, modernization etc. All the group member was well prepared and split the debate equally. There was some other question raise by opposite group such as issues incorporated with technology, negative impacts of it etc. which also has been answered adequately by our group members. 


[bookmark: _Toc121505101]Statistics on the ageing UK population 

Due to advanced health and social care services within the UK, older people are living longer than ever hence overall number of aging people in the UK is growing immensely and this growth rate is projected to speed up in the next 20 years (NHS, 2021). As per the statistics is concerned, one in five people in the UK is over 60, and the number is expected to grow by 18.5m in 2025. 75% of 75 years aged in the UK is rising whereas 85 years old raised to 82% in the year 2020 (ONS, 2022).
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                                                       Source: (Gov.uk, 2022). 
· As per the ONS (2022) there are almost 11m aged 65 and over people living in the UK. 
· Out of them 2.1m pensioner living in the poverty. 
· Life expectancy rate changed both in male and female. For male, its 79 and for female its 82.9 (ONS, 2022).
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· 40% of people aged 55-64 took formal training since left school. 
· 33.4% of old eligible people are received NHS health check (ONS, 2022).



[bookmark: _Toc121505102]Current government support or services 

To support the older, people the government has developed distinctive strategies that known as “National Service Framework for Older” that aimed to ensure older generation are active, healthy and independent. The NFS for older people ensure, all the older people are treated equally and cared with respect, NFS further prevent unnecessary hospital admission as well as support older people with early discharge, it also minimises the long-term sickness via offering specialist care and finally, promote active and healthy lifestyle towards older people (Gov. UK, 2022). 

[bookmark: _Toc121505103]The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the older person and relevant services. 

Due to sudden attack of COVID-19 older people are the one who encountered adverse effects (Storey, 2020). As per the ONS report (2020), 
· Older people aged over 60 years struggle to make their plans in general (64.5%), especially holidays and travel plans due to COVID-19. 
· COVID-19 has impacted older people’s well-being, as approx. 70% of them were worried about the future, 54% were stressed and 435 were bored.
· People aged over 60 turned least optimistic during the time of the pandemic and began to think that their life will never go back to normal (Storey, 2020). 
· With the condition like diabetes, cardiovascular disease, and respiratory illness many older people failed to fight with COVID infection as a result as per the WHO (2020) data 95% of COVID-19 deaths were among people over 60 and more than half of all death was in people over 80 years old. 
· Apart from that, loneliness, isolation, poor diet, and mental health issues were high among older people were higher which impacted negatively people aged over 60 (NHS England, 2022). 

[bookmark: _Toc121505104]Relevant services 

There are relevant government bodies which went extra-mile to support older people with need during the time of the pandemic via. 
· Dedicated health and social care services including confidential support through text and phone calls to older people. 
· Introduced free access to mental and well-being apps. 
· One to one and group support including specialist services towards older generation. 
· Coaching and mentoring isolated and withdrawn older. 
· Mental health consultation for elder’s and so on. (Local.gov.uk, 2022). 	

[bookmark: _Toc121505105]Conclusion 

In this debate supporting paper, the field of study has demonstrated the aftermath of debate by presenting the whole scenario through standpoint, issues discussed, statistics of older people, current government support for older support during the time of pandemic and so on. The writer has chosen the mobility part during the debate which has been further explained in the main body with proper referencing. 
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Figure 1: The UK's population has grown year-on-year since 1982
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