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1.Country profiles
Political:
Jordan is a constitutional dynastic monarchy ruled by King Abdullah II. King Abdullah appointed Hani Mulki as interim prime minister prior to the elections in September 2016. Post the elections in September 2016, he was appointed as the country’s prime minister by the kingJordan’s economy is growing slowly due to several problems it has been facing since 2011. The reduction in natural gas supplies from Egypt, the increasing burden of incoming Syrian refugees and the deteriorating security conditions in Iraq strained the country’s economic performance. Economic growth came in at a sluggish 2.74% in 2016, according to MarketLine. The growth is expected to tick up marginally to 3.24% in 2017.

Economical:
Jordan’s economy, with a gross domestic product (GDP) of $31.02 billion in 2016, according to MarketLine, is one of thmallest in the Middle East, economically. The services sector dominates the economy with a share of 68.16% in thecountry’s GDP, followed by the industrial sector (28.25%) and the agricultural sector (3.59%). The country has limitednatural resources, especially that of oil andwater. The economy depends on imports for more than 95% of its energyrequirements and is the fourth poorest country in terms of water resources. Vulnerability in discounted natural gassupplies from Egypt and the influx of Syrian refugees from across the border have also put significant strain on the nation’s finances.
Social:
 According to CIA – The World Factbook, Jordan has a population of over 8.18 million as of July 2016, and the nation spans an area of 89,342 sq. km. Arabs constitute 98% of the population while Circassians and Armenians each make up 1% of the population. Sunni Muslims are the chief religious group, making up 97.2% of the population, while Christiansconstitute around 2.2%.Jordan has a well-developed healthcare delivery system, which is reflected in its favorable health indicators. In order totrain unemployed workers, the government has started the Vocational Training Corporation (VTC), which preparesworkers in accordance with market needs.

Technology:
Scientific and technological infrastructure in Jordan is at a nascent stage, and the government is focusing on economicand social development. However, the country has made considerable efforts to bring in technology transfers throughuniversities and exclusive research and development (R&D) centers. Currently, the country’s R&D focus is mainly on oiland natural gas exploration, chemical technologies and related fields. The country is also being helped by other Arabnations to develop telecommunications infrastructure. In the 2016 World Economic Forum’s Networked Readiness Index,which is a measure of the country’s preparedness to use ICT to boost competitiveness and well-being, Jordan was placed 60th among 139 countries surveyed. During 2006–16, mobile subscription and penetration registered a rapid increase. In 2005, the number of mobile subscribers stood at just 3.45 million; by 2016, it had increased to 18.29 million. 


2. Attitudes to entrepreneurship.
Technological infrastructure in Jordan is at a nascent stage, and the government is focusing on economic  and social development. However, the country has made considerable efforts to bring in technology transfers through universities and exclusive research and development (R&D) centers. Currently, the country’s R&D focus is mainly on oil and natural gas exploration, chemical technologies and related fields. The country is also being helped by other Arab nations to develop telecommunications infrastructure. In the 2016 World Economic Forum’s Networked Readiness Index, which is a measure of the country’s preparedness to use ICT to boost competitiveness and well-being, Jordan was placed 60th among 139 countries surveyed.

3. Ease or difficulty of setting up a business.
Scientific and technological infrastructure in Jordan is at a nascent stage, and the government is focusing on economicand social development. However, the country has made considerable efforts t o bring in technology transfers through universities and exclusive research and development (R&D) centers. Currently, the country’s R&D focus is mainly on oil and natural gas exploration, chemical technologies and related fields. The country is also being helped by other Arab nations to develop telecommunications infrastructure. In the 2016 World Economic Forum’s Networked Readiness Index, which is a measure of the country’s preparedness to use ICT to boost competitiveness and well-being, Jordan was placed 60th among 139 countries surveyed.

4. Government Policy
Scientific and technological infrastructure in Jordan is at a nascent stage, and the government is focusing on economic and social development. However, the country has made considerable efforts to bring in technology transfers through universities and exclusive research and development (R&D) centers. Currently, the country’s R&D focus is mainly on oil and natural gas exploration, chemical technologies and related fields. The country is also being helped by other Arab to develop telecommunications infrastructure. In the 2016 World Economic Forum’s Networked Readiness Index, which is a measure of the country’s preparedness to use ICT to boost competitiveness and well-being, Jordan was placed 60th among 139 countries surveyed.
5. Any government initiatives on entrepreneurship
Scientific and technological infrastructure in Jordan is at a nascent stage, and the government is focusing on economic and social development. However, the country has made considerable efforts to bring in technology transfers through universities and exclusive research and development (R&D) centers. Currently, the country’s R&D focus is mainly on oil and natural gas exploration, chemical technologies and related fields. The country is also being helped by other Arab nations to develop telecommunications infrastructure. In the 2016 World Economic Forum’s Networked Readiness Index, which is a measure of the country’s preparedness to use ICT to boost competitiveness and well-being, Jordan was placed 60th among 139 countries surveyed.Scientific and technological infrastructure in Jordan is at a nascent stage, and the government is focusing on economicand social development. However, the country has made considerable efforts to bring in technology transfers through universities and exclusive research and development (R&D) centers. Currently, the country’s R&D focus is mainly on oil and natural gas exploration, chemical technologies and related fields. The country is also being helped by other Arab nations to develop telecommunications infrastructure. In the 2016 World Economic Forum’s Networked Readiness Index, which is a measure of the country’s preparedness to use ICT to boost competitiveness and well-being, Jordan was placed 60th among 139 countries surveyed.

