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One of the nice features of RED is that it offers insights into the habits of non-elite readers. This task asks students to do a bit of research on an individual reader from what could be categorised as a working-class background. The aim is to find out as much as you can about the reader and what they read, and in turn to make informed inferences as to what this can tell us about this histories of working-class reading habits. Sadly, as RED is a relatively old website some of the below is more fiddly than it might otherwise need to be.
Task:
· Go to the advanced search of the RED website.
· Find the section headed 'Reader/Listener/Reading Group.'
· In the section headed 'Socioeconomic Group,' choose a search using one of the following options: 'servant,' 'labourer (agricultural),' 'labourer (non-agricultural)' or 'clerk/tradesman/artisan/smallholder.' You may also choose to refine your search further according to the other criteria listed.
· Once you have made the search, choose an individual working-class reader to research. You can do this by looking in the column headed 'Name of Reader/ Listener/Reading Group' and finding an individual's name. Make a note of the name, and then then refine your advanced search according or clicking on the evidence hyperlink and then from there scrolling to the link where it gives the reader's name under the heading 'Reader/Listener/Reading Group.Make notes on the below questions.
· Submit a short summary of your findings (bullet points are fine) via Turnitin link.
Questions to address:
· Who was your chosen reader?
· Where were they from?
· What type of socioeconomic background did they have?
· What profession (if any) were they employed in?
· What types of books and/or other materials did they read?
· Can you identify any particular books that your reader liked/disliked?
· Is there any information about where and how your reader did their reading?
· What insights might your different searches provide into histories of the book and reading habits?

Perception:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Norman Nicholson was the male child of a tailor. His occupation is listed as a clerk or tradesman. He lived in England during the early 20th century. He read a wide array of poetry and prose. For example, he read: Percy Shelley, John Keats, Lord Byron, and Milton.  He also read two of Shakespeare’s plays. From the list of works read, one would assume that Norman had a mind for poetry and an appreciation of nature based on his love of Shelly, Byron, and Wordsworth. The evidence for this entry includes information written by Norman, and in it he writes that these works were included on a syllabus. Therefore, it is evident that he was in school when he read these works. 
