	[bookmark: _GoBack]Potential review questions for Research Ethics Panels


	Informed Consent
	           Review  Comments

	1.1 Will potential participants be asked to give informed consent in writing and will they be asked to confirm that they have received and read the information about the study? If not, why not? 
	

	
	

	1.2. How has the study been discussed or are there plans to discuss the study with those likely to be involved, including potential participants or those who may represent their views? 
	

	
	

	1.3. Has information (written and oral) about the study been prepared in an appropriate form and language for potential participants? At what point in the study will this information be offered? 
	

	
	

	1.4 How will potential participants be informed of whether there will be adverse consequences of a decision not to participate? Or of a decision to withdraw during the course of the study?
	

	
	

	 1.5 What provision has been made to respond to queries and problems raised by participants during the course of the study? 
	

	
	

	 2. Research methodology. 
	

	2.1. How does the research methodology justify the use deception (if applicable)? 
	

	2.2. If the proposed research involves the deception of persons in vulnerable groups, can the information sought be obtained by other means? 
	

	2.3. How will data be collected during the project? 
	

	 2.4. How have ethical concerns arising from data collection been addressed? 
	

	
	

	3. Research design. 
	

	3.1 What concerns have been taken into account with regard to the design of the research project? If agencies, communities or individuals are directly affected by the research (e.g. participants, service users, vulnerable communities or relations), what means have you devised to ensure that any harm or distress is minimized and/or that the research is sensitive to the particular needs and perspectives of those so affected? 
	

	3.2. How has the methodology addressed how sensitive information, data or sources will be handled? 
	

	3.3. Have you been able to devise a timetable of research?
	

	
	

	 4. Ethical questions arising from financial support/the provision of incentives 
	

	4.1 Are there any real or perceived conflicts of interest which could compromise the integrity and/or independence of the research due to the nature of the funding body? 
	

	4.2 Have any incentives to the investigator been declared? 
	

	4.3 Are there any restrictions on the freedom of the investigator(s) to publish the results of the research? 
	

	4.4 Are any incentives being offered to participants?
	

	
	

	5. Research Subjects 
	

	5.1 Who do you identify as the participants in the project? Are other people who are not participants likely to be directly impacted by the project? 
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