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The purpose of this e-portfolio is to highlight the various parts of contemporary challenges that we have looked at during this module, and to reflect on the key aspects of the course. This module has allowed me to critically engage in pressing issues on different levels, such as global, national, and local. There is a range of issues that we have looked at, such as climate change, political issues, society, etc. In this portfolio I will be sharing my reflections and learning outcomes from the different things we have done or looked at. 
For this e-portfolio, I will explore the multifaceted impacts of global inequality and poverty that are related to Outdoor Adventure Education. I will examine the social implications of restricted access to OAE, highlight the international imbalances that shape participation, and consider potential solutions for creating more inclusive outdoor learning opportunities. By trying to tackle these challenges, this portfolio underscores the need for equity-focused interventions to ensure that the benefits of OAE are accessible to all, regardless of socioeconomic status.
Social impacts of global inequalities and poverty are extensive, some of these impacts are limited access to basic needs, health inequities, and educational barriers. These impacts affect an individual’s quality of life and exacerbate disparities within and between societies. For the purpose of this portfolio, I will be linking the contemporary challenges I mention to my specific area of knowledge, Outdoor Adventure education.
Global inequalities and poverty remain among the most pressing issues around the world as the difference between rich and poor is ever growing. This issue affects nearly all aspects of life, including education, health, and social mobility. Global events such as the COVID-19 pandemic have emphasized these differences, making this topic highly relevant. Trying to tackle this issue involves addressing systematic problems and reviewing the efficiency of global efforts to reduce inequalities. In addition, it is a multifaceted challenge that integrates social, economic and political dimensions, providing many opportunities for research. 
Outdoor Adventure Education is one often overlooked area where these disparities are found. As a transformative learning approach, OAE helps with personal development, teamwork, and resilience through activities in natural settings. While Outdoor Adventure Education has the potential to empower individuals and bridge social divides, its benefits remain disproportionately available to those in affluent communities, leaving disadvantaged populations excluded.
The intersection of global inequality and poverty with OAE raises critical questions about equity, accessibility, and representation. For many individuals in low-income situations, barriers such as financial constraints, lack of infrastructure, and cultural disconnects prevent them from accessing the transformative experiences that Outdoor Adventure Education provides. Furthermore, systematic disparities in education funding and resource allocation make these issues more prevalent, limiting the ability of marginalized groups to engage in outdoor learning.


Inequality and poverty have deep historical roots and persist as significant challenges in contemporary society. These systematic issues shape access to OAE and its outcomes, reinforcing differences in education, health, and social opportunities. Here, I will explore the historical context and current manifestations of inequality and poverty, with a heavy focus on their impact withing an OAE setting. 
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‘Play for peace is a group of people united by a dream of peace for our children – today and tomorrow – and guided by our mission and core values.’ (play for peace, 2024). Play serves as a universal language that brings people together, fostering learning and connection. It opens opportunities to celebrate differences, form friendships, and focus on what unites us rather than what separates us. As a tool for experiential learning, play becomes a powerful catalyst for breaking down barriers and inspiring individuals from diverse cultures to connect. As groups grow through this shared experience, they transition "beyond play," incorporating community service learning to collaboratively address and solve community challenges.
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Play for peace looks to gain an outcome that transforms communities, empowers younger generations, and builds lasting bridges across divides. They have achieved outcomes creating laughter, compassion, and connection between communities. Play for peace has managed to have activities located in 31 countries around the world, and have over 1 million children, youth and adults participating. Play for Peace envisions a future where every community, no matter how divided or challenged, has the opportunity to thrive through the power of compassionate play. 
[image: ]
 
 
Tonic surf therapy is a Welsh bases outdoor adventure therapy. Tonic Surf Therapy is an ocean-based project in Wales, using surfing and beach environments as a recovery tool. They work with individuals on the mental health spectrum, people with disabilities, and more to help them through life. They run various 10 weeklong courses, aiming to tailor them to each individual's needs. They have had major success with this project over their 8 years of delivering these courses and have a high success rate with students aged 8-80. By getting people out into nature any way possible, it is extremely beneficial to physical health and mental health and wellbeing. By also making surfing accessible to all, it goes to show that when the effort is put in it, everyone can feel welcome in an outdoor environment. 
 
For our collaborative piece, we decided to think of all the things we talked about on our visit to SERO in Carmarthen. SERO is a community-based environment center located in Carmarthen town. On our visit, we were told about what sort of things they do to support the community. These were things such as a ‘New 2 You’ clothes swap section, a library of things, a seed library, and more. The aim they have with all these aspects is that it will reduce the amount of waste and create a strong community. 
While at SERO, we also talked about the ministry of imagination. For our collaborative piece, we made sure to include some drawings that we thought would best represent imagination.
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AI was used to help create a structure for this portfolio and to come up with ideas for the infographic on the history of outdoor adventure inequalities.
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