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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014) is one of the legislative frameworks underpinning the processes followed when safeguarding children. Specifically, part 7 of the act, which outlines the need to protect a ‘child at risk’, which is identified as a child who is experiencing or at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm and has care and support needs. In addition to the SSWBA, The Children Act (1989/2004) is a further underpinning law that identifies ways in which practitioners should respond to reports for child protection. In terms of safeguarding, the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) provide the processes in which practitioner should follow, whilst also working in conjunction with SSWBA and CA. WSP (2019) ensure the child remains at the centre of the safeguarding concerns and all practical steps are taken by the professionals to prevent harm, whilst also acknowledging safeguarding is the responsibility of everyone. 

Where a safeguarding report is completed to the local authority and there is reasonable concern that child may be at risk of significant harm, the LA has a duty to respond to the report. A strategy discussion will take place to establish if there’s evidence a child is suffering or likely to suffer significant harm. From here a decision will be made if a S47 enquiry should be a single agency or joint with social services and police. The Children Act (89) identifies there is no statutory definition for ‘significant harm’ and therefore the practitioner involved within the S47 enquiries must question how the harm is significant on a child’s health and development in comparison to what is expected of similar child (Munro, 2019). 

The purpose of the S47 enquiry (CA, 89) is to establish if a child is likely to suffer or currently suffering significant harm and intervention is needed to safeguard and promote the wellbeing of the child (WSP, 2019). Although social services take the lead, other agencies including, police, education and health have a duty to also support with information sharing as part of a co-productive approach to safeguarding. WSP (2019), states immediate protection and urgent action can be taken at any stage during the safeguarding process. This can involve securing immediate protection of a child and the use of police powers of protection is included in this instance. The safeguarding of the child is paramount and the steps following the S47 investigation must ensure the child’s wellbeing and best interest is at the centre alongside the voice of the child (Ofsted, 2010)

The United Nations on The Rights of the Child (1990) has 54 articles covering all aspects of a child’s life, and all have the same importance. Article 13 outlines the right of the child to be safe from violence. As such, within Wales steps have been taken to protect children that are at risk of abuse and neglect. This has seen the implementation of The Children (abolition of Defence of Reasonable Punishment) (Wales) Act 2020. This has ensured Wales show the improvement of prevention of harm to children as the commitment to UNCRC (Welsh Government, 2022). 
To further improve safeguarding responses of LA, XXX safeguarding board (2020) has two main roles; prevention and protection. There is representation of multi-agencies within the boards, and they reflect on serious case reviews of children to establish more preventative ways of working. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Although the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014) and Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) are the underpinning legislations and procedures when considering both adults and children at risk, there are different approaches that are taken and differing laws and procedures that are considered throughout the safeguarding process. 

One of the main differences between the safeguarding of adults and children is the adults right to refuse the continuation of the safeguarding report. The Mental Capacity Act (2005) is one of the legislations considered throughout safeguarding processes for adults at risk. MCA, outlines adults should not be deemed as lacking capacity merely due to unwise decision making. The principles of MCA state that practitioner should always assume capacity to make decisions, unless there is reasonable doubt that they are lacking capacity. 

The MCA applies to anyone over the age of 16 years, therefore children under 16 years are by law the responsibility of their parents, who should focus on their duties towards the child as opposed to their powers over the child (CA, ‘89). In the case of child being at risk, where they are unable to protect themselves and has care and support needs, the LA has a duty to protect the child which may involve police protection powers for immediate safety (CA, 89). The UNCRC outlines the right for the child to be safe from violence and therefore, places the responsibility onto the LA to protect the child. 

Where an adult is considered at risk but has the mental capacity to make the decision to remain within the situation which places them at risk, they have the right to refuse care and support and would be considered unwise decision making (MCA, 2005). However, if there is reasonable doubt that an adult may be lacking capacity due to an impairment of the mind or brain, and a capacity assessment is completed with steps taken to ensure the adult is able to participate within the assessment, then the LA can hold a best interest meeting to make that decision on the adult’s behalf, for the purpose of safeguarding. 

Although the safeguarding of adults and children differs, the voice of both is paramount to any decision-making process and this applies throughout safeguarding processes. In summary, within children’s safeguarding the LA has the duty to protect the child, based on the evidence gathered during initial investigations. For adults, consent is nearly always required prior to investigations taking place and can be the barrier to protecting an adult at risk (Banks, 2021). 
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