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ESDGC stands for education for sustainable development and global citizenship in the Further Education 
Sector in Wales. There are critical factors that are required for the successful implementation for ESDGC 
which are…

o Good communication of progress.

o Comprehensive and ongoing staff training.

o Productive links with the local and wider community

o Commitment at senior management level and at Board level.

o Involvement of the estates manager.

o Curriculum manager leading the delivery of ESDGC integration into the curricula.

o Knowledgeable and credible champion.

o Cross College group that is part of the committee structure, involving students as well as staff.

o Use of intranet to support communication of progress, staff training and learning materials.

(Hwb.gov.wales. 2008).



The Education for sustainable development and global citizenship idea originated from the Welsh 
Government where they committed to sustainability and driving forward on their actions on 
addressing climate change. Areas which have been expressed within the Government of Wales Act 
2006 (section 79) and more explicitly in the new sustainable development scheme ‘One Wales: One 
Planet’1 (May 2009). (Unece.org. 2009).

The United Nations (UN) have now created Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s) which is a 
blueprint in order to achieve better and become a more sustainable future for all. “These goals 
address challenges we face, including poverty, inequality, climate change, environmental 
degradation, peace and justice”.

There are 17 goals, and each are all interconnected 
so that no one is left out and it is said that these 
goals should be achieved by 2030. (United Nations 
Sustainable Development, 2020).

“The things we do every day. It’s about the big 

and small issues such as climate change, conflict, 

consumer pressure and environmental depletion 

and how they relate to each other and us.” 
(Caerphilly county borough council, 2015).



The Welsh Government launched the ‘ESDGC Common Understanding’ document in July 2008 in order 
to help implement ESDGC within the schools curriculum. The Welsh Government challenges schools to 
provide opportunities for teachers and learners to consider global issues, showing them how to determine 
links between what is personal, local, national and global. The document states that ESDGC is not an 
additional subject but it is described as being about “the values and attitudes, understanding and skills. It 
is an ethos that can be embedded in throughout school, an attitude to be adopted a value system and a 
way of life”.

In order to help promote ESDGC the school setting runs a number of groups and initiatives such as the 
ECO Committee, School Council, Nature Club and Healthy Schools.



The ESDGC Welsh Government document provided nine ‘key concepts’ that would underpin ESDGC. 
These are: 

• “Interdependence
• Citizenship and stewardship
• Needs and rights of future generations
• Diversity
• Quality of life, social justice and equity
• Sustainable change
• Uncertainty and precaution
• Values and perceptions
• Conflict resolution.”  
(welsh assembly government. 2008,  pp 9).

However, in order to succeed it needs to be “addressed by the whole school, embedded across the 

curriculum and infused throughout school life.”  (welsh assembly government. 2008, pp 6). Identifying 

challenges, global issues, cultural diversity and to evaluate own attitudes and values.





Positive

• Individuals are aware of the global issues 

and continuing to create ideas and solutions 

to tackle future issues.

• Educating individuals today will help future 

generations to make the world a cleaner 

better place to live in.

• Individuals have a raised awareness of the 

world and how people live differently in 

different countries.

• Understanding that individuals can be less 

fortunate and there are ways we can help 

them have a better future.

Negative

• Sustainable development will only work if 

everyone is involved, if people are not 

contributing to making the world a cleaner 

better place we will never have ESDGC

• Individuals only have a limited understanding 

at a younger age and often get confused and 

mixed up with the correct term

• Explaining some topics of the global issues 

we face might make individuals feel uneasy 

and cause unnecessary worry.

• ESDGC is said to be taking up time when 

individuals should be learning their core 

subjects.



• Creating more sustainable 

ways to teach individuals.

• Clear ESDGC information 

and messages are clear 

throughout and around the 

setting.

• Essential connections to 

practitioners outside of the 

setting.

• Promoting culture and values 

through the settings ethos.

• Driving to the setting when 

you are in walking distance.

• Buying things in bulk.

• Uniforms are ordered from 

different countries.

• No clear message of 

sustainability.

• Convenience is of the 

upmost importance.

• Society has become a 

throwaway culture .

• ESDGC is a priority in order 

to enable change respect 

and protect the planet



The school Setting 
needs to 
encourage 
individuals about 
how getting to 
school can affect 
the environment 
traveling in 
vehicles everyday.

The school needs 
to have more 
clearly labelled bins 
in and outside of 
the setting to 
ensure recycling is 
taking place and 
reduce litter.

The school setting 
does not have a 
battery bin on the 
school site and 
there are many 
items that require 
batteries and they 
are not  being 
recycled properly.

The school setting 
needs to provide more 
posters and reminders 
in and outside school 
to remind children and 
parents to recycle 
correctly.
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