


BMHS4001: Finding, evaluating and communicating information.
Assessment 3: Critical thinking and academic writing.
Marking guidelines.

· A case study is released one week before the test.
Command words should be explained during teaching sessions to adequately prepare the students IE: identify, explain, paraphrase and conclude.
Allow students to use the sentence starters; they are scaffolds, not extra help.
Apply approved reasonable adjustments.
The assessment does not require specialist clinical knowledge. Marks are awarded for correct choices, clear explanations, relevant evidence, respectful language and a conclusion that follows from the case. Spelling and grammar are considered only when they make the meaning unclear.
This assessment checks how clearly students can read information, make a simple judgement and write in an academic style.


Question 1: Evidence or opinion (8 marks)
	Statement
	Answer
	Reason

	Erica went to the emergency department three times.
	Evidence
	Recorded and checkable.

	Erica needs carers four times a day.
	Opinion
	Leila’s view; the case does not prove the number needed.

	Erica became breathless after walking a short distance.
	Evidence
	Observed by the occupational therapist.

	Option 2 provides enough support to meet Erica’s needs.
	Opinion
	A judgement that must be supported with reasons.



Award 1 mark for each correct classification and 1 mark for each suitable reason.

Question 2: Evaluating an argument (6 marks)
Example answers:
· Supporting evidence: Erica has previously fallen at home, has difficulty using the stairs, or becomes breathless after walking a short distance. 
· Weakness or limitation: Leila’s concern is understandable, but no evidence shows that exactly four visits per day are necessary or that four visits would prevent another fall. Her opinion may also be influenced by worry. 
· Additional information: Erica’s ability to wash, dress, prepare food, take medication or manage her diabetes; the layout of her flat; when Leila can help; or a fuller falls-risk assessment.

Question 3: Choosing evidence (6 marks)
Example answer: Strong choices are B and D. Item B shows that Erica wants independence but accepts some temporary help. Item D shows real safety needs that Option 2 could address through support and equipment. Item E can also be credited if the student explains that it gives limited support for trying and reviewing a short programme. Award 1 mark for each appropriate item and up to 2 marks for each clear link.

Question 4: Paraphrasing (6 marks)
An example: 
“The programme could benefit people, although the findings are uncertain because they were not compared with another group”.
This is not prescriptive. The marker should utilise their judgement regarding the paraphrased extract.

	What’s being assessed
	Marks

	The meaning retained of the statement is retained when the student has paraphrased it
	2

	Different vocabulary is used
	1

	A different sentence structure is used
	1

	The student achieves clarity in their paraphrased sentence.
	2



Question 5: Academic tone (6 marks)
Model: Leila’s concerns should be considered; however, the available information does not show that Erica needs four visits each day.
	What’s being assessed
	Marks

	The student removes insulting language and replaces it with respectful language
	2

	The student uses careful/ academic wording, with a more academic tone.
	1

	The student considers Leila’s concern
	1

	The student writes a clear, concise, accurate alternative sentence
	2



Question 6: Academic paragraph (10 marks)
The students’ response will be assessed based on their ability to formulate an appropriate academic paragraph.  Ideally, the PEEEL approach should be applied to support its construction and ensure all academic paragraph elements are included. Students will receive teaching relating to formulating a PEEEL paragraph within the module.
	What’s being assessed
	Marks

	The student provides a clear opening point
	2

	Provides evidence using a relevant case item
	1

	Explains this evidence clearly and concisely
	2

	A second relevant case item is utilised to provide evidence
	1

	The second item is suitably explained
	2

	The student includes information in a logical order and communicates a respectful academic tone
	2



Question 7: A Short conclusion (8 marks)
The students response should be assessed based on their ability to formulate a relevant conclusion from the information provided. They are not being assessed on whether they select option 1 or 2 correctly, they are instead required to rationalize their selection with evidence. The conclusion should contain the following elements.

	Element
	Marks

	Clear choice between the options.
	1

	2 relevant reasons for the selection
	4

	A clear rationale for the choice
	1

	A resultant plan of action or next step
	1

	Clear respectful writing that portrays an academic tone.
	1




Marking guide
	Question
	Skill
	Marks

	1
	Evidence or opinion
	8

	2
	Evaluating an argument
	6

	3
	Choosing evidence
	6

	4
	Paraphrasing
	6

	5
	Academic tone
	6

	6
	Academic paragraph
	10

	7
	Short conclusion
	8

	
	Total
	50




Marks formula for assessment 3 “Finding, evaluating and communicating information”.
Overall mark OUT OF 50 needs to be multiplied by 2. 
IE if the student scored 20.  (20x2) They would have 40%
The percentage for each component of the marking rubric then needs to be calculated.
IE: 10% of 40 is 4
20% of 40 is: 8
25% of 40 is: 10
Must add up to the students' score of 40%
 
Marking rubric:
	1. Engagement with Literature Skills 
. 
	 10%
	4

	2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills 
 
	 20%
	 8

	3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills 
 
	 25%
	10

	4. Practical Application Skills 
 
	 25%
	10

	5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice 
 
	 20%
	8


Total: 40%
 
 
 





