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Assessment 1
The Written Exercise on Early Textual History and Performance
The Alchemist

A transcript of the Title page of the earliest edition of The Alchemist by Ben Jonson, taken from, Early English Books Online[footnoteRef:1] [1:   Early English Books Online Database, Ben Jonson, The Alchemist <https://search-proquest-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/eebo/docview/2240888531/99845007/BF6FF387B524CD9PQ/1?accountid=130472> [accessed 17 January 2021].] 

THE | ALCHEMIST . | VVritten | by | BEN. IONSON. | [ short rule] | Neque , me µt miretur turba, laboro : | Contentus paucis lecꞎoribus. | [rule] | LONDON , | Printed by Thomas Snodham, for Walter Burre , | and are to be ſold by Iohn Stepneth , at the | Weſt-end of Paules. | 1612 .

The Play’s original format was difficult to locate, but William Sherman states in his essay in The Cambridge Works of Ben Jonson ‘[…] the 1612 quarto was never reissued’[footnoteRef:2]. Therefore, based on scholarly research, the 1612 edition was published in Quarto. [2: William Sherman, The Cambridge Edition of The Works of Ben Jonson Online, The Alchemist: Textual Essay <https://universitypublishingonline.org/cambridge/benjonson/k/essays/Alchemist_textual_essay/2/> [accessed 17 January 2021]. ] 

The Alchemist was entered into Arber’s Stationer’s Register on the 3rd of October 1610[footnoteRef:3] as: [3:  Arber, A Transcript of the Stationers' Registers 554-1640, 5 vols [Vol.2 missing] ([n.p.]: , ), p. 201.] 

Walter Burre.   Entred for his copy vnder th [ e h ] andes of Sir GEORGE BUCKE
         and Th’wardens a Comœdy called, The Alchymist made
         by Ben: Johnson          vjd
Walter Burre was the book’s publisher, which can be seen from the transcript of the title page, as well as his name on the left of the Stationers’ Register, Thomas Snodham was the printer, and John Stepneth, the bookseller. Greg’s entry of the play lists The Alchemist as being entered by Burre, and licensed by G. Bucke.[footnoteRef:4] Walter Burre, states McKerrow, was [4:  Greg, A Bibliography of the English Printed Drama to the Restoration, 4 vols. Pdf.1922-001.] 

 bookseller in London 1597 -1622. Apprentice to Richard Watkins […] became a freeman of the company on June 25th 1596. […] He was the publisher of […] several of Ben Jonson’s plays.’[footnoteRef:5] [5:  McKerrow, Dictionary of Printers and Booksellers 1557-1640. P56. Pdf 1934-001.] 

 Further research regarding Sir George Bucke, found in Richard Dutton’s work, ‘Buck was granted a portion of the powers previously vested in the church's Court of High Commission, to license plays for publication.’[footnoteRef:6] Dutton states that ‘Buck was made a Master of Revels in 1603 under James Ⅰ.’[footnoteRef:7] [6:  Richard Dutton, Mastering the Revels: The Regulation and Censorship of English Renaissance Drama (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 1991), p. 149.]  [7:  Dutton, p.146.] 

Thomas Snodham, the printer, is listed in Greg as:
‘Device 227 (1613). 
1612. The Alchemist [303 (a)] for W. Burre’[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Greg, Pdf. 1926-001.] 

Mckerrow states that Snodham was a ‘printer in London, 1603-25.’[footnoteRef:9]Apprentice to printer Thomas East, but after his death ‘on June 17th 1609 his widow assigned the rights over to Thomas Snodham’[footnoteRef:10] ‘[…]two years later he obtained a share, in company with Matthew Lownes and John Browne in a large number of  East’s musical publications.’[footnoteRef:11] [9:  McKerrow, Dictionary of Printers and Booksellers 1557-1640. p.250. Pdf 1932-001.]  [10:  McKerrow, pp.250-251. Pdf 1932-001- 1933-001.]  [11:  McKerrow, p.251. Pdf 1933-001.] 

John Stepneth, bookseller, is listed in Mckerrow as ‘Stepney or Stepneth (John) bookseller in London 1609-12. The Crane at the West end of St. Paul […] Published B. Jonson’s The Alchemist, 1612.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  McKerrow, p.258. Pdf 1935-001.] 

In 1616, a folio of Jonson’s collected works to date, was published. Greg states
  [in collection 1616]
THE | ALCHEMIST | A Comœdie | Acted in the yeere 1610 by the | Kings MAIESTIES | Seruants.  | The Author B. I. |
LVCRET. |
[rule] | petere inde coronam , | Vnde priùs nulli velarint tempora Mufœ |
|| LONDON , | Printed by WILLIAM STANSBY . | [short rule] | M. DC. XVI[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Greg, p.303. Pdf 1923-001.] 

This publication is the first with the author named on the title page, albeit just his initials. It also lists the players as The King’s Men, and that the play was performed originally in 1610. This is also a useful clue in locating the precise theatre the play would have been performed in, which I investigate later. This title page also lists William Stansby as printer. It goes on to list entries in the Stationer’s Register as:
SR 1621  June 10. See 1635.
SR 1630  July 3.  Tr (Wid of W.) Bur to J. Spencer : The Alchemist
SR  1635 July 4. Tr W. Burre (deed.) to (W.) Stansby by note of 10 June 1621 : The Alchemist[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Greg, p.303. Pdf 1923-001.] 

This information highlights the transfer of the play’s rights. Walter Burre, states McKerrow, was ‘publisher […] of several of Ben Jonson’s plays ‘[footnoteRef:15] (Including The Alchemist). His widow held the rights ‘until 1630, when she transferred them to John Spencer.’[footnoteRef:16] McKerrow lists John Spencer as a ‘bookseller in London and librarian of Sion College 1617-80. […] Apprentice to Walter Burre for nine years from Candlemas Day, 1617.’[footnoteRef:17] Continuing, ‘On July 3rd, 1630, Mistress Burre, the widow of Walter Burre, signed over to John Spencer her rights in nine books […] Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist…’[footnoteRef:18] Arber also lists the transfer of the play’s rights to John Spencer[footnoteRef:19] [15:  Mckerrow, p.56. Pdf 1934-001.]  [16:  McKerrow p.56. Pdf 1934-001.]  [17:  McKerrow, p.252. Pdf 1936-001.]  [18:  McKerrow, p.253. Pdf 1937-001.]  [19:  Arber, p.204. Pdf 1941-001.] 

 3 Julli 1630 
John Spencer              Assigned over vnto him by Mistris Bur (re) by a note vnder her hand             and consent of Master Purfoot warden the copies following……………iiijs
[see Ⅲ.,445.]           The Alchemist  [BY BEN. JONSON]
William Stansby, printer, is listed in Greg as: Device 282 (1618) Compartments 193 (1616-31) 224 (1616-27).[footnoteRef:20]  [20:  Greg, p.1547. Pdf 1930-001.] 

Stansby is credited as the printer for Jonson’s 1616 folio of collected works:
1616 B. Jonson Works Vol Ⅰ (Everyman out of his humour (†,⸹) for J. Smethwick and Poetaster (*,†) for M. Lownes) (sold by R. Meighen).[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Greg, p.1547. Pdf 1930-001.] 

Interestingly, for the first time, a list of players, for Jonson’s works of 1616, is also compiled in Greg. The players for The Alchemist are listed :[footnoteRef:22] [22:  Greg, p.1265. Pdf 1925-001.] 

The Alchemist in B . Jonson , Works 1616
This Comoedie was first acted in the yeere 1610.
By the Kings Maiesties Seruants .
The principall Comoedians were,
RIC.      BVRBADGE.                                                           IOH. HEMINGS.
IOH.       LOWIN.                                                                  WILL. OSTLER.
HEN.      CONDEL.                                                               IOH. VNDERWOOD
ALEX.     COOKE.                                                                NIC. TOOLY.
ROB.        ARMIN.                                                               WILL. EGLESTONE.

In 1635, Arber lists how Stansby gained the rights to The Alchemist from Walter Burre and Matthew Lownes.
4 Julii 1635
Master Stansby      Entered for his copies by virtue of a noate vnder the hand of Walter   Burre and master Matthew Lownes warden bearing date the 10th of June 1621 as thereby appeareth these copies following (viz.) by order of a Court ………………iijˢ . vjͩ
[ See Ⅲ.,445; and p.238.] The Alchimist[footnoteRef:23] [23:  Arber, p.316. Pdf 1942-001.] 

Mckerrow lists William Stansby as ‘printer and bookseller in London 1597-1639. […] On February 23rd 1625/6? The widow of Thomas Snodham transferred all her copyrights to William Stansby. […] William Stansby died, sometime in 1638 or the beginning of 1639 and on March 4th 1638/9? his widow assigned her copyrights to George Bishop.’[footnoteRef:24] I could find no scholarly reference for George Bishop. Could it be a misprint for Richard Bishop, the printer? Or could Richard, have gone by his middle name, as was common in England, but his real first name was George? Or perhaps George Bishop was Richard Bishop’s father? [24:  Mckerrow, p.256. Pdf 1938-001.] 

By 1640, The Alchemist appeared in another collection, according to Greg.[footnoteRef:25] On this occasion the title page of the play, lists | With the allowance of the Maſter | of REVELLS. | [25:  Greg, pp 441-442. Pdf 1923-001 – 1924-001.] 

 This is the first time, a collection containing The Alchemist, lists The Master of Revels on the title page. Greg goes on to state that the printer for the 1640 collection was Richard Bishop. The epistle was also ‘signed ‘Ben Jonson’ [footnoteRef:26] Richard Bishop is also listed in Greg as follows : [26:  Greg, p.442. Pdf 1924-001.] 

Bishop, Richard.
1640. B. Jonson, Works, (Poetaster ‘by R. Young’) sold by A. Crooke.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  Greg, p.1495. Pdf 1931-001.] 

McKerrow interestingly provides the link between Bishop and William Stansby, stating that Bishop was ‘a printer in London. […] 1631-53. Took up his freedom, March 29th 1637, having in 1634 bought the business of William Stansby, printer for £700.’[footnoteRef:28] [28:  McKerrow, p.25. Pdf 1939-001.] 

The Alchemist also appears in a collection of 1692. Greg lists the title page of this collection, where notably the text is in more modern English.[footnoteRef:29] ‘Comoedie’ is replaced with ‘Comedy’ and was acted by ‘The King’s Majesties Servants’. It also lists the play’s alternate spelling over time as ‘The Alchemiſt’. [29:  Greg, p.303. Pdf 1924-001.] 

The Alchemist was performed at the Second Blackfriars Theatre which was an indoor theatre, and the ShaLT website states that ‘[…] and from 1609 – 1642 it was the only indoor theatre of the King’s men.’[footnoteRef:30] The website lists the known owner of the theatre at the time as Richard Burbage, son of James Burbage who owned the theatre between 04/1597 – 13/03/1619.[footnoteRef:31] Richard Burbage was likely one of the players listed in the 1616 works of Jonson, playing in The Alchemist, as previously listed in Greg. ShaLT lists William Shakespeare as a leaseholder at Second Blackfriars between 09/08/1608 -1613.[footnoteRef:32] [30:  Shakespearean London Theatres, Second Blackfriars 1596 -1692 <http://shalt.dmu.ac.uk/locations/second-blackfriars-1596-1642.html> [accessed 17 January 2021].]  [31:  Shakespearean London Theatres, Second Blackfriars.]  [32:  Shakespearean London Theatres, Second Blackfriars.] 
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