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Interrogatory from Thomas Cantelupes’ Inquisition Hearing.
     This interrogatory is created after the hanging of William Cragh.  Due to the rope breaking on the first attempt and then the gallows breaking on the second attempt, he was hanged three times, the third one to be certain of a thorough job. After three attempts on his life, he was hideously injured by the hanging as one would expect, his tongue massively swollen and black, his eyes popped out of their sockets, his mouth, nose and neck bloodied. Witnesses to the horror agreed that William Cragh was dead at the time of hanging and that his ability to breathe or indeed live would have been impossible by any natural means as his airways were completely blocked and his neck and body severely disfigured after thrice visiting the hangman's noose. It was as his friends prepared to bury him that William Cragh revived and seemingly was restored to life. He attested this miracle to Thomas Cantelupe, and said, ‘I confess my life has been restored by [God] on high through the merits of the blessed prelate Thomas Cantilupe.’ (Goodich,2007).
     The Interrogatory poses questions to confirm and clarify the event of the hanging and non-death of William Cragh by way of gathering as much information as possible from as many people as possible. The medieval world was centred around faith, with Christian ideology prevalent in much of the population. The Rennaissance saw a shift in focus and the development of a more human-centred ideology, with man becoming the central character. This shift coincides with the fall of Constantinople and the subsequent birth of the Scholastics who explored ancient philosophy, literature and art with an emphasis on proving the rights and exposing the wrongs, (Bevan, 2023). This anthropocentrism threatened to undermine the authority of the Church and in a response to this shift in attitude, the Papacy began to show a vested interest in the burgeoning cult of saints, relics and miracles. Although individual miracles and their workers may not have been                      politically motivated, the effect certainly was, and the increase in these holy incidences was one which held economic and political power for the church.
 So, two reasons here for the Papacy to be concerned and show proactive interest in the increasing occurrence of miracles and miracle workers. Firstly, to maintain the omnipotent, powerful position of the church in cultural and social spheres and secondly, a much more base but realistic aspect of miracle work is the money and fame generated from such events. The Industry of Saints, Relics and Holy Wells was born, aspects of God’s divine works to be controlled and benefitted from.
[bookmark: _Int_Ia9b0joY]     The passage is titled, ‘The development of the concept of miracles’, and the intent is to gather information pertinent to verifying and confirming facts surrounding miracles allegedly performed by Thomas Cantilupe. The thirteen questions asked begin with a kind of holy character reference, defining how often and in what way had Thomas Cantilupe performed miracles i.e. acted as a conduit for God? If said miracles were for or against nature, and who was witness to such events? Then follow questions around the language used and how they invoked Lord Thomas and God, thereby defining and confirming relationship, responsibility and agency of Thomas Cantilupe and God.
     Next follow questions concerning materiality of said miracles, were herbs, stones, or bones involved. Questions about faith, could this miracle be responsible for increased belief in William Cragh, attendees, witnesses and folk further afield. Does this miracle impact the faith of the wider community? The inquiry establishes social standing and familial ties, it asks how long witnesses had known said person, how long were they ill, how long after the miracle were they well? Through this, the longevity of illness and cure is established. Who was present, what did they witness? And when? How quickly did the news spread? Was there wider public knowledge? How soon did that happen?
     Cragh was buried in 1290, this was a time when distance miracles became more common, (Webster 2014). The questions are all aimed at witnesses and locals which have no expertise, there is no expert comment or involvement here, aside from the educated inquisitors. All accounts and sources are witness accounts from lay people, were these accounts verified by anyone? A town clerk for example? Does this evidence of who, where and what corroborate with records of births and deaths? The information illuminates social and familial aspects of medieval life. 
     The questions asked seem biased to ascertaining a few basic points, mainly in favour of the church. Is this a repeatable or a refutable event? Could said miracle be invoked by way of a formula? If repeatable, a winning formula for the church, coffers and common folk alike. If refuted by the church this still maintains the power of the church in vilifying or rubbishing such events. Also, could materials suggested here be reference to witchcraft or paganism? The questions posed aim to differentiate and clarify, could these be seen as contra miracles, as in opposing nature, or in fact the devils work, in disguise.
     The thirteenth century saw an increase in literary and documented record keeping, and this interrogatory is one such example (Clanchy, 2012).  It is written evidence of a concerted effort by the church and clergy to establish a framework for classification of miracles and miracle workers.
As Watkins says ‘we are not dealing here with a localised historical phenomenon, but with wonder- seeking and soul-saving threads woven through the fabric of ancient and medieval Christianity’. (Watkins, 1921). 
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