BA (Top Up) Inclusive Education ECIE6005
 ECIE6005 Your Independent Project- Planning your Dissertation – Preparing for August
What is a research proposal?
Your research proposal is the first stage of your dissertation. It helps you to develop and organise your ideas before beginning your in-depth research and writing.
A good proposal explains:
· what you want to investigate 
· why the topic is important 
· how you plan to answer your research questions 
· whether your project is realistic and achievable. 
Your proposal is a working document. As you read more about your topic, your ideas may develop and change. This is a normal part of the research process.
Most students on the BA (Hons) Inclusive Education programme will complete a literature-based (desktop) dissertation. This means you will answer your research questions by critically reviewing published research, rather than collecting your own data.
Word count: Approximately 1,500 words (excluding references). Use the numbering and approximate word count from the guide below.

Choosing Your Topic
Choose a topic that genuinely interests you. You will spend several months researching and writing about it.
A good dissertation topic should be:
· relevant to Inclusive Education 
· interesting and meaningful to you 
· supported by sufficient published research 
· manageable within the time available 
· focused rather than too broad. 
Working in education, your professional experience may help you identify a topic. However, your dissertation should be based on academic evidence rather than personal opinion or experience. Some students choose to do a comparative studies between Wales and a different country/different countries in order to gain different perspectives on familiar topics.
Our August lectures will go into a lot more detail on how to choose a topic, and how to find a ‘just right’ (not too broad, not to narrow) focus. Detailed guidance will be given on how to do a research proposal. This is just to prepare you a little bit.
I am sending you this now so that you have time to think about your topic, and it is a good idea to have several in mind.
You will be able to book a tutorial within days of our August lecture/workshop (same one on two different dates) to discuss with me your topics on a one to one basis.
I will work intensively with all of you during the second half of August and throughout September before passing each one of you on to your Output tutors who will support you through the rest of the year in writing your dissertation.
Regards
Heike
