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Introduction 
Upon doing research days in school X, I observed children in outdoor learning environments and the benefits from outdoor learning. I was in a nursery class, so the majority of my time was spent encouraging them in the right direction, as they were still very co-dependant on teachers and/or teaching assistants. Previously, a family member owned a day nursery, so I have done similar observations to this before, on field trips, trips to local parks, to local wooded areas and I witnessed extremely similar things. In the classroom, children were arguing over what toys they wanted, or didn’t want to share which would cause a teacher or teaching assistant to come over to resolve the issue, when the children were outdoors, they all seemed to get along brilliantly and play the same games together, or play with the same toys, such as hula hoops, which is similar to what I witnessed in the day nursery. This was interesting to me as they weren’t willing to share toys indoors, when there was plenty for them to play with. However, when they were outside they all seemed to get along in one big group with no drama. I know that learning through play is a significant part of the curriculum, and this is what the nursery teacher was encouraging. 
Literature Review 
Outdoor learning is often overlooked by the general public. A lot of people will believe that it is just playtime or that it’s just a break for the students and staff. Outdoor learning can increase children’s social skills, problem solving skills, communication skills, and it also increases children’s imagination. Arnold (2003, p. 42) states that the little boy named Harry that the book is based on learns a lot when in an outdoor environment. For example, throwing a ball over a fence was relatively difficult for Harry, as he is three years old, until he learnt that the ball can go further if Harry is at an elevated position. This is experimenting through play. The Learning and Teaching pedagogy article I discovered claims that well-planned play: supports the development of children’s thinking, allows children to express their ideas creatively and imaginatively, promotes language development and communication through a range of mediums, enables children to develop and apply number skills, introduces children to ICT, helps children to make sense of the world around them and solve problems, and actively involves children in their learning indoors and outdoors. My aim when observing in school X was to find out how beneficial outdoor learning was. Due to the children being so young, it wasn’t learning in the typical sense. It was more based on learning through play, where all the students were learning to share the equipment they had, and to play together if they wanted the same items. There was a lot of group play with things like the hula hoops, games such as tag, hide and seek, racing one another, or just purely chasing each other around. I believe that this helped their social skills as they were not that social before going outside. It also helped to their problem solving skills as they realised that they all needed to be kind to one another and play together to avoid causing conflict. I observed two children who were disagreeing over the equipment and before it got to a stage where a member of staff needed to get involved, they resolved it by taking it in turns, which really impressed me. Christine Hobart and Jill Frankel (2004) suggest that outdoor development can include throwing and catching balls, which will help with motor skills, climbing, digging, and gardening. The above activities would be perfect for foundation phase students. They can interpret classroom topics into these activities and create a cross-curricular lesson. This can also help their imagination and creativity skills, which would be extremely beneficial throughout the course of their lives. Outdoor learning can be helpful in teavhing children the seasons of the year. The teacher can show the students the different plants or flowers that grow each season. For example, they can show sunflowers in the summer, leaves falling and changing colour in autumn and daffodils in spring. However, there are some risks in terms of outdoor learning or outdoor play. These include health and safety, if a child falls and hurts themselves. Also, the class teacher would need to ensure that they have the correct supervision for how many students they have that day, and making sure that the children have the right clothing (shoes, coats, hat, scarf, gloves) depending on the weather. 
Methodology 
I observed three specific children in school X. they were between the ages of three and four. Child A was extremely independent, liked their own company and liked to play by themselves, but also enjoyed if another child came over to play and build towers or play in the toy shop. Child A wasn’t phased by my presence and only spoke to me if I spoke to them first. This was interesting to me as other children I have been around at that age would usually enjoy my company and want me to play with the toys they were playing with. For example, my younger cousin is three and a half years old and he loves me playing with his toy cars with him, reading to him, racing him, and just overall playing with him, a lot like the other students in school X, so child A really surprised me. Child B wouldn’t leave my side for the whole duration I was there. They sat with me in the reading corner and showed me all the books they wanted me to read them, they wanted to play on the school yard with them and play with them in the classroom, a lot like my younger cousin. Going into this experience that is what I expected. Child C was a lot like child B, only a little bit more independent. If I was busy with something I had been asked to do, child C would go and come back when I was free. Child B would stay with me or stay close to me until I was finished and then we would continue with whatever it was they wanted me to do. I was really interested and fascinated by such different observations. the Structural Learning website shows that the Leuven Scale is a five-point scale that allows teachers, child care experts, and nursery practitioners to measure children's emotional well-being and involvement sweet spot – two critical components of learning, progress and development in children. The main advantage of the Leuven Scale is that it is based on meaningful observations, and puts the children at the centre of learning. 
Discussions and Findings 
According to LibreTexts, ethical knowledge is an intrinsic feature of awareness between moral and ethical principles. A teacher’s possession of these principles will allow teachers to display moral and ethical values, which includes a sense of right and wrong, treating others with respect, being objective, patient and compassionate. Embodying ethical knowledge gives the teacher the ability to practice their teaching skills with morals and ethics and not just viewing their job as being teaching only. It goes beyond the curriculum, assessment and technical conditions of the profession. This impacted my research as I observed the teacher display these qualities, which then impacted the children. During my research days I oversaw carpet time where the children were speaking Welsh relatively confident which is impressive for such a young age. They were able to tell the weather to me in English and Welsh with little to no mistakes or help. We played farm animal games, read stories, built towers and understood why they fall down when certain blocks are added, and shared toys in the shop corner. I was really impressed at how the children knew sign language. Every day they had separate sessions, morning and afternoon. At the start of each session the teacher would sit down with the class on the carpet and sing a song for the days of the week, highlighting what day it was that day. They would sing this in English and do the signs for sign language along with it. For such young children, they all did this very confidently which impressed me and the supply teaching assistant they had that day.
Conclusion
To conclude, I thoroughly enjoyed my time in school X, and I cannot wait to go back. The class I was in was extremely interesting to be around and observed and I was fully inspired by the teacher and teaching assistants. The students were a joy to be around and really fascinated me in what I observed compared to what I thought I would observe. There were lots of different characters. Some more dominant and ‘in control’, while others just went along with whatever game they could see was being played. They were a lot more independent than I thought they would be, based on what I have experienced in the past. A lot of nursery aged children I have been around before have been very reliant on an adult around them and have often needed regular reassurance. However, a lot of the children in school X did not need this regular reassurance. Sometimes they might’ve needed a little bit of comfort and support, but not much at all which impressed me. Going into this experience, I thought I would want to work in older foundation phase, but leaving my observation days I am certain I want to work in nursery or reception. During my time in school X, I took over carpet time where we sung lots of nursery rhymes with hand actions, read to the children and played farm animal games on the interactive screen where the children had to listen to an animal noise and match it to the animal which they thoroughly enjoyed. I also helped the teaching assistant prepare and watch over snack time and wrap around, which is where some children stay for lunch instead of going home. This got a little stressful at times but we all managed to resolve any issues at hand and make sure all the children had their snacks and drinks safely. The students were all lovely to be around and this has made me even more excited for my experience.
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