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The United Convention of the Rights of the ChildThe United Convention of the Rights of the Child, also known as the UNCRC, is the source of Unicef’s project.  It is the biggest report that supports all children’s rights.  It is the biggest approved human rights agreement that is international in history (Unicef, no date).  196 countries have approved of the UNCRC and the United Kingdom agreed to it on the 16th of December 1991.  The only country that has not signed up to support the UNCRC is the United States of America (Together Scotland, 2020).  The United Convention of the rights of the Child stand up for all children’s rights.  Article 2 ensures that no child is discriminated against in any setting and Article 3 promotes the best interests of all children.  The UNCRC recognises that children need rights to protect them and to give children a voice in things that involve them. 






Article 2 (non-discrimination) – The convention supports all children without discriminating, no matter their ethnicity, gender, religious beliefs, language they speak, skills or positions, however they communicate or their family upbringing (Unicef, no date). 
· The Equality Act 2010 – legally safeguards everyone from experiencing discrimination in a workplace or any situation where you are with other people.  It has restored past anti-discrimination laws with one act, it helps people to understand the law and improve security in most situations (Gov.uk, 2015).  This Act needs to be upheld in all settings that support children and care for them.  Discrimination is not acceptable as it can really hurt a child and have an impact on them mentally.  All children are equal and should be treated equally but not the same as other children in their class or setting are working towards different abilities and stages within their education and learning journey. 
· Every Child Matters 2010 – The policy supports the well-being of all children and young people from when they are born up until they are 19 years of age.  The policy was based on the concept of every child irrespective of their individual situations or their family background must have lots of support throughout their whole life (Newcombe, 2020).  This policy is important to children as it makes them feel supported and that they have the respect of practitioners.  It is vital that a child knows that if they have a problem, they know they can go to an adult and they will be treated fairly and will be supported. 

· Gender Equality – Gender equality should not be classed as a basic human right, but an essential groundwork to have a peaceful, thriving and a natural future (Save the Children, 2020).  Teachers can support gender equality within the settings for children by encouraging all children’s games, activities, and physical activities by making sure they support boys and girls and that both genders can participate in everything. 









	




Article 3 (best interest of the child) – Always upholding the best interests for all children is a primary condition in all children’s choices and activities that involve all children (Unicef, no date).
· Providing children with choices helps them to understand that they have control and influence with things they participate in.  It shows them that they are getting older.  They can then understand their future is not mapped out for them (PennState Extension, no date).  This can support children’s development as they are understanding that they are getting older and that they must be able to do things more independently and not rely on adults to be there and do things for them. 

· Regio Emillia – Reggio Emilia is a theorist that strongly believed in supporting children and upholding their rights.  Regio Emilia learning centres are different to other settings and schools as they believe that the child has their own individua rights with their education and learning.  All children within a Regio Emilia centre are recognised as important members in building their own knowledge and the child has a significant amount of power in the path their education and learning travels (Early Learning and Kinder, 2018).  This setting will support children by putting their best interests first and giving them an opinion in how there learning will be supported and if they are happy and enjoying themselves.  It gives children a voice. 

· Save the Children – For 100 years, Save the Children have stood up for children and made sure that all their voices are heard.  Save the Children wrote a treaty that explains all children’s rights and to make sure that they are maintained each day (Save the Children, no date).  Save the Children are an organisation that ensures all children’s rights and needs are met.  They provide children with food and shelter and help children in difficult situations.  They support children by following the UNCRC to make sure every right is met. 













Article 9 (protection from violence, abuse and neglect) – Governments have a duty of care to make sure that all children are safeguarded against any type of aggression, negligence, abuse and bad behaviour by the children’s parents or any other adult/practitioner that carers and looks after the child (Unicef, no date).

· NSPCC – The NSPCC is and organisation that supports and protects children from abuse and harm.  Child abuse is can be avoidable – but not inevitable.  It is every adults duty of care to support the child that they care for in order to be able to keep them safe from neglect or abuse, by doing this children can grow up strong and happy in order to succeed.  Therefore, the NSPCC is in place to support children and adults in preventing abuse (NSPCC, 2020).  They give advice on how to support children who are going through abuse and how adults can report it to prevent harm towards the child.

· CIW – Care Inspectorate Wales (CIW) are an independent supervisor of childcare and social care in Wales.  CIW record, examine and take action to advance the excellence and safety of facilities that support the well-being for everyone in Wales (Care Inspectorate Wales, 2020).  CSSIW send professional practitioners into all settings that care for children and older people to ensure that they are getting the correct care that they are entitled to and to ensure that they are safeguarded and healthy.  They will then check the practice by the requirements under law.  There job is to take notes of the settings and then provide the professionals for improvements to help further practice for the future which best supports everyone being supported and cared for. 
· Police – The Queensland Police Service (QPS) has a goal to make the neighbourhood safer for children.  They have a unit called the Child Protection and Investigation Units (CPIU) which have qualified detective investigators dedicated to protecting all children in Queensland (Queensland Police, 2020).  There will be a dedicated Child Protection Unit in all police forces to protect the welfare of children and young people.  They work closely with other professionals such as Social Services and charities to work together to support a child whose being/been abused or neglected. 

















Article 31 (leisure, play and culture) – All children have the right to rest, play and partake in a range of cultural and creative events (Unicef, no date).
· The significance of children having access to play is appreciated tall over the world.  The United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child has displayed all rights that have been highlighted to support children and adolescents.  Stated in Article 31 all children posses the right to be allowed to play (Playful Childhoods, no date).  The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child promotes the importance of play because they believe that every child has choices and has the right to have opinions and views and express what they want to do and what makes them happy when they have access to play. 
· It is important that children have rest times and it is stated in Article 31 that all children must have access to rest.  Children need stoppage to recharge their brains and their bodies.  By integrating a rest time into a child’s daily schedule gives them time to unwind.  Providing children with rest time inspires children to slow everything down, rest and help them to process and really think about what they have learned about that day (Kim, 2018). 
· The Foundation Phase – The Foundation Phase is constructed on supporting children by learning through play and is a crucial way for children to learn through the curriculum.  There is evidence to support that children learning through play is a strong tool.  Play can assist children when developing certain skills such as developing their language and communication skills.  Play gives children a platform where they can be creative, they can inspect and explore a range of objects, and allows children to have different opportunities to experiment and calculate results (The Welsh Government, 2018).  The Foundation Phase is one of the best frameworks that supports play.  The Foundation Phase was designed to help children to engage more with their learning and development in a fun way.  This means not just sitting in a classroom learning but going outside and exploring learning through different activities such as, building, using food and designing new things. 















The United Convention of the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) has carefully designed each article to ensure that children do have rights and that they recognise that if they are not happy with something they can have a voice in what happens to them.  Practitioners have a role to respect these rights and ensure that they are met on an everyday basis whilst upholding their duty of care to the child.  Practitioner’s need to follow the UNCRC whilst still following the curriculum The Foundation Phase.  Every section of learning of the Foundation Phase programme establishes what children need to be learning and taught, there are certain outcomes will then predict and show what the predicated standard of the children’s performance (Welsh Government, 2015).  By following these curriculums will allow children to have the best learning outcomes and experiences. 
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