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[bookmark: _Toc39606415]Introduction
In this report I will be focusing on 11 students that have took part in a survey that I have created about VLE, but mainly focused on their personal experience with the use of the Moodle platform and how it affects their learning. With the introduction VLE, students have been provided with specific ways of which they can access several subjects with an interactive way of learning. Also this allows students to choose their own learning style, rather than being stuck with one. All of the points that were stated above will be discussed later in the report.
[bookmark: _Toc39606416]Rationale
In this day and age technology advancements is a common thing and companies stride to develop new applications that are better and more immersive than the last with a common goal, and that is to make out life’s easier therefore making work or studying simpler. Students nowadays are able acquire any information that they may need with the use of many different applications or tech tools making it super easy for them to carry out any task. There have been several benefits that have helped students get use to this practice which will be stated below.
[bookmark: _Toc39606417]Students can choose their learning styles: Trough digital learning, students have access to a wide variety of techniques that are available to grant them the information knowledge that they may be searching for. For example, if a student doesn’t really like the concept of gathering his information from reading textbooks or in class exercises, they can easily juts get the desired information either from an online source that it 2 clicks away or they can participate in many different interactive online programs that may help then gain the knowledge that they were looking for. There are many of these programs that students can participate in which make learning easier and effortless in a way.
[bookmark: _Toc39606418]Students have the privilege to study at any time: With the countless amount of applications and other tech that have been developed, students have the ability to simply download the needed material that they have to study and just keep it for a time when they will be needing to use it. This specific feature takes away the limitation that students would have of when they’re learning during school hours.
[bookmark: _Toc39606419]Performance boosting: Major improvements have been spotted in the exam papers of students that have been selected for the digital learning way rather than the usual traditional approach. Also there is proof that students are generally less productive when researching and learning the traditional way. (E. Ryan, 2019) Students who used the internet were more focused and concentrated and also more motivated with their academics.
[bookmark: _Toc39606420]Advantages of digital learning
There are many advantages of learning online and I’m going to go over some of them. First advantage is accessibility and suitability. Students can go through training or lectures at their own pace and at their own place, meaning that can study from anywhere even if they were on holiday as they can pretty much use any device that is available to them.  Students can also access the content that they need at any time and can pick and choose only the information that they need (Barker and Grossman,2013). Another reason of digital learning is direct access to many other resources. This means that you’re not limited to the information that your lecturer is giving you, but you can go out of your way and find extra information on you own if needed to as the internet gives users access to the larges library in the world. (G. James,2002) Lastly it is just more convenient and cheaper as lecturers and students do not have to pay for trains and busses to get the university, but instead they can learn in the comfort of their own homes.

[bookmark: _Toc39606421]Aims and Objectives
The aim of this report is to show students the advantages of Virtual Learning Environment and show them how they can benefit from it themselves. It’s also a way of getting people more use to the idea of virtual learning and help them get accustom to it. 

Objectives
· Use a number of sources for the report
· Carry out a survey
· Evaluate and analyse the gathered data from the survey

[bookmark: _Toc39606422]Method
[bookmark: _GoBack]To carry out the research on the effect of Virtual Learning Environment on students there is two methods that I will be using which are primary and secondary methods of research. Both of these have been used to gather results regarding responses that students have submitted. The primary research method that I chose was a survey that consisted of ten questions that I put together. To achieve that I have used the popular survey website better known as Survey Monkey. The survey that I have created consists of ten questions regarding student’s personal experience with Moodle and its east of access, its reliability and other similar questions. The survey was answered by eleven students in total of which all have off them have answered all the questions adequately. The purpose on the survey was to figure out the amount of students who actually used Moodle and also the amount of times they visited it on a weekly basis. Also it was to see how many of the students were getting all the information that they needed.



[bookmark: _Toc39606423]Results from the surveys
Q1.
	
	Yes
	No

	Do you use Moodle?
	100.00%
	0.00%



Q2.
	
	Never
	Once a week
	2-3 times a week
	More than 3 times a week

	How often do you use Moodle?
	9.09%
	45.45%
	27.27%
	18.18%



Q3.
	
	Yes
	No

	Do you find Moodle useful?
	90.91%
	9.09%



Q4.
	
	Very easy 
	Easy 
	Neither easy nor hard
	Difficult
	Very difficult

	Do you find it easy or difficult to upload your assignments on Moodle?
	36.36%
	36.36%
	27.27%
	0.00%
	0.00%



Q5.
	
	Yes
	No

	Does Moodle have all the information that you need?
	72.73%
	27.27%




Q6.
	
	PC
	Phone
	Other

	What device do you use to access Moodle?
	54.55%
	36.36%
	18.18%




Q7.
	
	PC
	Phone
	Other

	On which device do you find it easier to use Moodle on?
	81.82%
	9.09%
	9.09%



Q8.
	
	Yes
	No

	Do you think that Moodle can be improved?
	81.82%
	18.18%



Q9.
	
	Yes
	No

	Do you use any other platform to access the University?
	18.18%
	81.82%



Q10.
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	Weighted average

	How likely are you to recommend Moodle to others?
	9.09%
	0.00%
	9.09%
	54.55%
	27.27%
	3.91



[bookmark: _Toc39606424]Analysing the information gathered from the table above
All of the submitted answers were studied closely and we can clearly see that all students have already adapted to the use of VLE as they’re all comfortable using the Moodle platform and find it fairly easy to navigate around and useful. This is clearly seen in the third question where 90.91% of students have said that Moodle is useful and 9.09% have disagreed, therefore it is clear that the majority of student have adapted and find it easy to navigate around Moodle. Even though it comes across as easy and simple to use it ca be seen that some students are not using it as some others. There is a wide range of answers as it can be seen that 9.09% of students don’t use Moodle at all,45.45% use it at least once a week,27.27% use it 2-3 times a week and the other 18.18% use it regularly and more than 3 times a week. Regardless of how much students use it we can clearly see that Moodle provides the students with the information that they may need as a 72.73% of them have voted positively and agree that Moodle provides the essential content that they need. Furthermore, in the analysis above it is clear that Moodle has made it reasonably easy and straight forward for students to navigate and upload their assignments. This is seen in the fourth question where 72.72% of students have agreed that it is either easy or very easy to upload their work. This is essential as it will allow them to upload their assignments on time and with no confusion.  
Also by the information that we have gathered it’s clear that PC is the device of choice for the majority of students who access Moodle as 54.55% of them have choose PC and 36.36% have voted for mobile phones which is close second as well. The PC is the better and more efficient option in my opinion as it has a bigger screen making it easier to see information and it also has the ability to display more information at once whereas a phone is small, hard to see and some websites are just not designed for phones at all, but it all comes down to personal preference. That being said, in the following question we can see that student agree with my statement above as 81.82% of all students have agreed that accessing Moodle on PC is easier than a mobile phone for which only 9.09% have voted for.
Lastly we can see that the majority of students primarily use Moodle as 81.82% of them have voted for yes. This shows that students haven not come across a better platform than Moodle. One thing that I would like to point out is that the same percentage is visible on Q8 where it asks if Moodle can be improved, which makes me think that it’s the same group of students.  This leads me to my last point where on the last question students were asked to if they would recommend Moodle to others, for which we mainly got positive answers. On a scale of one to five 54.55% of students gave it a four and 27.27% gave it five meaning that they’re satisfied with their learning experience and their VLE as a whole. 

[bookmark: _Toc39606425]Conclusion
In conclusion the data that I have gathered confirms that the use of VLE encourages independent learning, increases motivation to learn and it also promotes communication and collaborative learning with the use of multiple platforms such as emails, forums and chats. Also we can conclude that VLE gives students the opportunity to work and complete task in their own time, pace and also location. Also we can see that primary research is an effective way of getting peoples opinions on a topic as clearly seen in the table above.
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