

EXERCISE - Reading for specific information (scanning)
You are going to read three extracts from an essay on music. Read the questions below each extract and choose suitable answers from the multiple choices that follow:-  

Essay extract (1)
Music has been part of our lives for thousands of years. No matter what culture we belong to, we all share the universal language of music. Some may have different instruments or even different musical scales (Grout and Palisca, 1988). However, despite the thousands of languages all over the world, there is no linguistic barrier to the enjoyment of music. This essay looks at the positive as well as the negative aspects of music, in order to provide the reader with a simple critique. 
Q1: What is the reason for this essay?
(A) To describe the history of music
(B) To create a balanced view of the influence of music on our lives.
(C) To explain about instruments and scales 
(D) To talk about the ways music can help us in our daily lives. 

Essay extract (2)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Another aspect to music that everyone needs to remain aware of is the negative effect that it can have on our psyche. Music has always been strongly linked to the church and the Roman Catholic Church actually banned the singing of certain note intervals, called tritons, during the middle ages (Grout and Palisca, 1988). In ancient times, Greek warriors were forbidden from listening to music played on the lyre and were strongly encouraged to only listen to music from brass instruments. This because stringed music was considered too sentimental and would induce melancholia into the warriors psyche (Hamilton and Cairns, 1961). In thousands of years of chronological progress this still hold true as the human race does not appear to have evolved to such a stage as to be immune from the melancholic effects of stringed instruments. Indeed, it can be said that, many CDs advertising relaxing classical music contain compositions that are very depressing to listen to owing to the pre-dominance of the string section.     
Q2: What is the lecturer talking about regarding music played on stringed instruments?
(A) Greek warriors were strongly encouraged to listen to it
(B) Classical music is very relaxing, when you can hear the stringed instruments
(C) Music from brass instruments is better to listen to
(D) Music from stringed instruments can make people feel very sad


Essay extract (3)
In conclusion, this essay has attempted to highlight the function of music as the soundtrack to our daily lives acting alternately as motivator and relaxant. That soundtrack may be sometimes strident and bristling with positive energy. At other times, it may be brooding, dark and even malevolent. However, Beauty is in the eye of the beholder (Hungerford, 1878) and what pleases one individual may be abhorrent to another. In closing, I would just like to share my personal belief that music represents one of the greatest gifts that the human race has brought to this world. In the correct hands, it can be motivational, uplifting and take us on a journey to a heavenly place. In the wrong hands, it can have the complete opposite effect. At the end of the day, it is a question of personal taste. Interestingly, those of us who listen to music via YouTube, and are of a particular vintage, will be heartened to learn that a growing number of teenagers are turning their backs on some contemporary music. This is as a direct result of listening to music from a much early period in time YouTube.     

Q3: Which sentence best summarises the essay in this conclusion?
(A) Beauty is in the eye of the beholder
(B) The negative side to music can have a harmful influence on people. 
(C) Young people are starting to appreciate music from the past. 
(D) Music, like any subject, has both good as well as bad aspects to it. 
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