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Throughout human history, many different cultures have a different relationship with the environment, and this can be seen today. Although all groups have their own individualistic ideologies on the environment and what their relationship with it means to them, many indigenous groups seem to share similar thoughts. This is interesting as many of these tribes are not connected and are out of touch with the outside world but share extremely similar views on the importance of ‘mother nature’.  Throughout this essay, I will be discussing our connection with our surrounding environment using ethnographic examples such as the Baka people and Kogi people.
The Baka people had a different understanding of the environment and their place with it. Unlike other cultures and societies, they never occupied the land that they had settled in a way disturbed the earth. They did not create stable buildings, only shelter. They never planted any trees or began farming. They identify themselves as ‘mothers of the forest’. As most cultures bury their loved ones under the ground and will continue to have attachments to the specific parts of the ground, with gravestones also, the Baka do not hold these attachments. Once a member of the tribe had passed away, they would then leave in search for a new camp and repeat the cycle (M. Lueong, 2017). This stood out to me, to some and especially to western societies this would come across as a very sad thing and that they are forgetting their loved ones, but it could be that their relationship with the environment around them connects with them as humans. 
This is not the case. For the Baka, dying is viewed as a misfortune. They interpret the passing of one of their own as a sign of spiritual unrest. Each tribe is obligated to pray to Jengi and dance around the corpse buried in rubble for the entire night after witnessing the death of one of its members. The Mbouamboua is the name of the dance that is done during the funeral rites. After a long night of dancing, the villagers leave their station and head elsewhere in order to escape the curse, leaving the corpse behind. We as humans often forget we are part of nature, and that the hierarchy that we have created ourselves simply does not exist. The Baka people learn to fish when they are young and use handmade spears. It could be argued that omnivores are harmful to the environment, and that the Baka people had no right to preach about mother nature when fish is also part of nature. This could possibly be because they feel they are part of nature so instead of planting trees and crops to be able to farm, they take what is already there and do not make much difference to the land they occupy. Nevertheless, the tribe’s main belief system is the power of the rainforest in which they reside, and like all beliefs and religions, has changed their way of life to suit it.
Like the Baka people, the Kogi people have extremely similar views. The Kogi people seem to have views much harsher than the other indigenous people. The Kogi's way of life is based on their reverence for "Aluna," also known as "The Great Mother," who they see as the power behind everything of nature. The Kogi believe that the Earth is alive and regard us as her "children." They claim that our deeds of resource exploitation, destruction, and looting are weakening "The Great Mother" and causing our demise. The Kogi people, like many other indigenous tribes, revere a sacred peak they name "Gonawindua," also known as Pico Cristóbal Colón. They consider themselves to be the Elder Brothers who look after this mountain, which they refer to as "The Heart of the World." Additionally, they claim that the "Younger Brothers" who were long ago banished from The Heart of the World are the outside civilization. The Kogi attune people of their society known as Mamos (which in Kogi means sun) for direction, healing, and leadership from birth (www.youtube.com, 2018).
The limited Kogi members who are selected to live their life as ‘mamos’, believe that we are being spoken to by mother nature through the bubbles in the water. They claim it is a cry for help as our world is burning and we need to save her. The dedication and training that mamos must go through in preparation for this lifestyle is an insight to their thoughts on the importance of nature itself, and where we should stand today. Today, as seen in the 2018 film Aluna, the Kogi people have come out of their hiding to show ‘younger brother’ that the world is dying and that we must do everything in our power to save her before it is too late. To have changed centuries of commitment and obedience to nature and their homeland and come and cry for help, shows their strong bond with nature and that they fear they too are dying with it. It is as though they do not care for themselves as separate entities. If the earth is dying, then so are we. The Kogi people seem angry at the rest of the world for not listening, as if they could not understand it.
These two tribes have brought a different perspective to our shared environment. These two indigenous groups do not occupy their time like our societies do with such things as tv screens and mobile phones, therefore are only focused on their surroundings. If we introduced these technologies to these tribes and poisoned them with our guilty habits and out of touch lives, would they still have the same belief systems and extreme cycle of life. Understanding the environment, seems dependent on your upbringing and culture. Although there are different personal understandings of our environment, there is now a collective agreement that global warming is indeed a crisis and most countries across the globe are seeing this too.
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