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1.Introduction 

The aim is to investigate how Dyfed Powys Police engage on a multi-agency level to reduce young people from offending and what policies and procedures are in place to support young people specifically in the Carmarthenshire area from offending and re-offending. 

This chapter will deliver clear aims and objectives which will support and assist in the particular field of research. In doing so, it will enable the examination of the root causes whilst providing opportunity to explore what is required to achieve the specific details which refer back to the main subject research field. 

Primarily, the aim is to solve the research problem, to do that, evidence should be undertaken to ensure it has been solved correctly. Secondly, the main aim and focus is to determine how the police reduce and prevent offending. Thirdly, further research will be required surrounding the young person themselves along with any external factors, which may result in delinquent behaviour and ultimately offending and criminality.  

The use of positivist philosophy will be used to write the research proposal as the work is factual and the information will be credible and reliable. Looking at the previous research that has been done on my chosen topic. The Youth Justice Board (2015) are the form creator by Crime and Disorder Act 1998 to ‘monitor and lead’ the Youth Justice System in England and Wales. The Youth Justice System is in place to ‘prevent offending by children and young people’.  Evidence shows that procedures are in place supporting young people regarding offending but isn’t very effective as the statistics of ‘21,700 children were cautioned or sentenced’ in Wales dating April 2018 to March 2019 states Youth Justice Board/Ministry of Justice (2020 pg2) and ‘19,000 children were cautioned or sentenced’ between April 2019 and March 2020 says Youth Justice Board/Ministry of Justice (2021 pg2). Other research shows that the Youth Offending Teams work alongside multi agencies to deliver the right and most suitable approach to young people. They would intervene if a young person ‘gets in trouble with the police or is arrested, charged with a crime and has to go to court and convicted of a crime and given a sentence’ states Government UK (2020).

With working alongside other multi agencies, the youth justice services are a group of individuals who liaise and support with young people who are identified as at risk of offending or reoffending. The young person will have a strong, supportive relationship with their mentors and the people within the organisation. It is shown that the relationship between the police and the youth justice service is very important as they give an example of great leadership and group work which becomes a positive influence for young people. The Youth Offending teams work alongside the ‘police, the local authority, probation and health’ sector in today’s society which gives the young offenders the best approach and receive positive support but on the other hand, there are still high statistics regarding crime in today’s communities says the Youth Justice Board (2015, p.7). Evidence show a ‘reduction in the number of children and young people in the youth justice system’ and ‘reduction in public spending on youth justice system’ as research show from the Youth Offending Teams. 

As a result of this, latest figures show 75% has ‘fallen since 2003/2004’ and how figures are reducing but on the other hand there isn’t any recent data collected to show how many crimes have been committed. To the public, these figures have decreased and gives a positive outlook for what the figures are in 2020. In 2009/2010, the Youth Offending Team received a total of ‘£372m for that annual year’, but in 2013/2014 it dropped to ‘302m’ which is a reduction of 19%. These figures show that the Youth Offending Team doesn’t receive adequate funding in order to provide the best support for young people, in comparison to previous years. This raises the question of; is this the reason why figures of offending and reoffending are high due to youth offending teams not being able to support them to their best ability through crime prevention intervention strategies. 

This was researched by the Youth Justice Board (2015) who’s also sponsored by The Ministry of Justice. The details of their findings are shared as National statistics making them available for analysis by the public to keep them informed on what happens in regards to the prevention of offending and re-offending amongst young people in today’s society. 

These figures show high crime rates and the research question supports the enquiry into how specifically do the police reduce and prevent young people from offending on a multi-agency level. 

















CHAPTER 2

LITERATURE REVIEW  






2. Literature Review 

Detailed examination into the definition of a young offender is paramount to ensure accurate understanding for this thesis. The Youth Justice Legal Centre (2018) identifies young offenders as ‘children aged 10-17 can be arrested by the police and charged for committing a criminal offence’. Whereas United Nations (2020) identifies youth as individuals amongst the ‘ages of 15 and 24 years’. The Youth Justice Board/Ministry of Justice (2019 pg2) recognises youths as ‘children aged 10-17 in the system’. Contrastingly, the NSPCC (2020) detects a child as a ‘person who is aged under 18’. Existing research fails to agree on a specific age category when defining children and young people in reference to offending. Royal College of Nursing (2021) also describes a ‘child as under 18 years of age’, whilst offering further explanation that ‘once a child is 18 years of age they are legally an adult’. 


2.1 The present research of statistics in England and Wales
The research conducted by the Youth Justice Board/Ministry of Justice (2019 pg6) seeks to identify young people who commit crime in the UK. Statistics in the year ending March 2018 reveal there were more than ‘65,800 arrests of children aged 10-17 years old by police in England and Wales’. It later mentions that is has ‘decreased by 78% over the last ten years’ however, with a ‘decrease of 8% in the last year’. However, it remains that evidently the prevention and reduction of offending in young people continues as the figures reveal that ‘11,000 youth cautions were given to children in England and Wales’. 
Inevitably, crime will continue to be committed; however, discovering the root cause will assist long term in regards to prevention and reduction of these figures. In addition, the research shows that young people had an opportunity to change and improve their offending behaviour in an attempt to prevent re-offending. Additionally, they voice that it had decreased ‘91% compared’ to ten years ago and lowered to ‘19% in the last year’. This finding was unexpected; it suggests that the figures indicate significant improvements over the previous decade. There are several possible explanations for this result, for example, the issuing of a warning and educating young people about the danger of crime, this truly can have a positive effect. An important matter emerging from these findings is that police give young people an opportunity to understand that their choices have consequences by using alternative disposal methods. 

 Youth Justice Board/ Ministry of Justice (2019, pg11) identifies that there were around ‘14,000 first time entrants (FTE) to the Youth Justice System’. This finding has implications for a number of young people who require help and support to divert them from re-offending. The amount of FTE’s which have been lowered to ‘86% since the year ending March 2008’ and a ‘14% fall since the year ending March 2017’. This suggests that the Youth Justice Board are not receiving the volume of referrals from the police and other agencies. This data must be interpreted with caution, as controversially this does not reflect the current recorded figures produced by the police. Figures still show that over ‘65,800 arrests of children’ were made by the police in England and Wales states Youth Justice Board/Ministry of Justice (2019 pg6). There are several possible explanations for this result, a reduction in repeated offending by young people; alternatively, those open to Youth Offending Services continue to reoffend. Undeniably, this leaves opportunity to investigate further in regards to prevention strategies, which currently exist. It may be the case that they are ineffective in examining the root causes, which ultimately result in young people offending and re-offending.

In contrast to earlier findings, Youth Justice Board/ Ministry of Justice UK (2021 pg2) explains that ‘19,000 children were cautioned or sentenced’ between April 2019 to March 2020. As a result of that, it appears that figures have ‘fallen by 82% over the last ten years’ and a ‘12% fall in the last year’. Statistic of ‘11,100 first time entrants to the YJS’ with another ‘12% fall since the year ending December 2018’. Statistics contradict data from 2019 as there are more FTE now than was previously identified. Research to date has tended to focus on the number of FTE, a key problem with this is that these figures fail to identify the root cause of offending. Until now, little importance has been given to identify the reasons behind the decrease in figures.  

Detailed examination by Watkins et al (2018) states that young people ‘might lack formal legal capacity’. This view is central to the author’s findings when discussing educating young people, as they do not understand the complexities of the law. The issue of ‘capacity’ referred to by Watkins has recently grown in importance; do young people have the capacity to understand the consequences of their actions? If not, this can lead to a life of criminality unbeknown to them. 


2.2 Present research of young people and offending in Wales
The Care Council for Wales (2017 pg1) explains that the secure estate is in place for;
adults with care and support needs in prison, approved premises and bail accommodation, and children with care and support needs in youth detention accommodation, prison, approved premises or bail accommodation’


Gyateng et al (2013 pg3) finds that a positive approach for the secure estate and having a ‘positive relationships between young people and staff played a key role in the management of the young people’s behaviour and the understanding of their needs’. 


According to the Howard League for Penal Reform (2009 pg4) figures reveal that from January 2009 ‘144 Welsh children’ were present in a secure estate. The confirmed total admitted to the secure estate is ‘161 children’. The analysis of the January 2009 figures represents the amount of young people in both Wales and England. Further research and analysis of the findings show that ‘118 children were in Young Offender Institutions’ and the ‘remaining 26’ of those young people were assigned to training centres and protected children’s homes. These inconsistencies in revealing the true figures predominantly in Wales, young people led the researcher to believe that this appears to be an issue within Wales rather than the United Kingdom. 

In Wales, the Youth Justice Board (2014 pg4) implies that ‘All Wales Youth Offending Strategy and Delivery Plan’ has delivered a structure of work for the Youth Justice Policy in Wales from 2004. Their aim is to ‘work effectively together to prevent offending by young people in Wales’. The research has focused on encouragement through prevention and education from the Youth Offending Strategy and Youth Justice Board (YJB). As explained in the research, there are strategies in place from Youth Justice Board and Welsh Government to ensure they provide the outcomes given to children and young offenders. The outcomes allow young people to participate and gain ‘high quality prevention, treatment and support’. It has been demonstrated that this will support children and young offenders through ‘multi-agency partnership’. This view is supported by including the development of provisions and meeting the young person’s vulnerability needs. However, there is inconsistency with this argument, young people are ‘recognised as being made vulnerable by contact with the criminal justice system and are safeguarded from harm’.  Alternatively, another outcome would be to ensure that young people who need support can be ‘diverted into services’ which will allow them to develop as individuals. Furthermore, and most importantly, ‘sentencing children and young people to custody is a last resort’. Additionally, the Youth Justice Board (2014 pg5) state that ‘young people are children first, offenders second’. The Youth Justice Board (2014 pg4) agree with the statement of Children and Young People’s Centre for Justice (2016) on how they are portrayed to ensure young people are dealt with as ‘children first’ and then treated like an ‘offender second’. This allows them to deal with the young people’s well-being as well as exploring the root cause. 

Youth Justice Board (2009 pg7) express their objectives from the 2004 All Wales Youth Offending Strategy. Their aim is to ‘identify children and young people at risk of offending’. This is a strategy for young people to ensure that there is a prevention for offending and is securely in place. It was also their aim to work with other ‘partnerships’ and work together to ‘re-engage and divert them from offending behaviour’. 
This method, from comparing the data has worked in Wales as shown in the Youth Justice Board (2009 pg7) study. It implies that the number of ‘first-time entrants’ in the Youth Justice System in Wales had ‘fallen by 14.14% between 2005/06 and 2007/08’. Results and data from the study shows that they had targeted successfully those who were ‘most at risk of offending’. It states that they had ‘supported 11 youth inclusion and support programmes’ and ‘9 youth inclusion projects’. Welsh Government (2013 pg14) explains the implementation plan for ‘Youth engagement and progression framework’ that is focusing on ‘reducing the number of young people aged 11 to 25’ who are ‘not in education, employment or training (NEET)’. This framework supports young people to be suitable around their ‘needs’ and concerns. Moving forward, to improve the approach to support young people they are suggesting to improve ‘outcomes for 17-18 years olds’, promote reduction of ‘16-year-old who are NEET in some areas’ as there is still ‘large variations’. Certifying that ‘all young people’ are supported through ‘education and training’ and supporting improved ‘engagement and progression’ for young people and ‘contributing to higher achievements’. In addition, these programmes have maintained and supported the Youth Justice Board and Assembly Government over the last decade. They bring out positive support with the ‘Youth Justice Service, Children and Young People’s Partnerships and Community Safety Partnership’ to avoid young people from being an FTE of the Youth Justice System. With regards to partner agencies working together as a prevention of crime strategy, to support 
young people, it states that in 2007/2008 there was a scheme in place that ‘worked with over 8,000 young people at risk of entering the criminal justice system’. 

2.3 Youth Offending in Dyfed Powys Police force area
Dyfed Powys Police and Crime Commissioner (2020 pg2-4) explain that their priorities and aim is to maintain safe communities, look after the vulnerable, protect society from danger but to also connect with communities. Dyfed Powys Police has invested their time into crime prevention to try and ‘prevent crime, decrease harm and reduce demand through problem solving’ as a whole.

Dyfed Powys Police and Dafydd Llewelyn, Crime Commissioner (2019) in their objectives state that there is importance to the ‘role of youth workers’ which encourage a way ‘in preventing young people becoming involved in crime’. A project, namely, ‘Fearless’ established to ‘tackle the criminal exploitation of young people’ was founded by Crimestoppers specifically for young people. They aim to work together with ‘youth workers from public and charity sector’ but also with support from ‘the council for Wales Voluntary Youth Services’ to divert and speak to young people about crime. This agency encourages young people to raise concern and talk about crime as well as give them the tools to report.  

Observer Reporter (2017) found that, positively, across Dyfed Powys that ‘£180,000 for four youth offending and prevention services’ has been made available. This will give opportunity to express and progress a better service.  In doing so, this will enable the required funds to boost the service provided to young people living within Dyfed Powys. Through research, it is evident that Dyfed Powys Police and Dafydd Llewelyn aims to support young people who come to the attention of authorities. However, it is important to delve further to see where this funding has supported services, how it aims to safeguard vulnerable children within the community and what this entails for the young person receiving the service.

2.4 Safeguarding the young offender

News coverage is often full of headlines and stories on Young People Offending. However, The Children and Young People’s Centre for Justice (2016) wrote an article with a big, bold heading of ‘Positive Youth Justice: Children First, Offenders Second’. The article shows ‘focus and promotes a positive, principled, progressive and practical approach to the treatment of children in the Youth Justice System’. To analyse the phrase, their aim is clear; their objective primarily is to safeguard young people through wellbeing strategies. Furthermore, to look for the root cause of why they commit crime whilst safeguarding remains a priority. This highlights the importance of giving opportunity to gather enough information about the individual as a whole to allow the young person to voice their perspective and reasoning behind offending. 

This article further examines the fact the crime committed could be down to many factors from childhood experiences and has affected the individual later on in their lives. 
Supporting the Children and Young People’s Centre for Justice (2016) writer of article ‘Positive Youth Justice: Children First, Offenders Second’ in regarding of ‘progressive and practical approach’ one suggestion highlighted by Jeremy Wright is the impact that joining a youth group in the local community can have on a young person. Through engagement with others, this will develop the child/ young person’s communication skills and enhance their mental, emotional, social and physical wellbeing. The press release from the Government UK (2019) shows that Jeremy Wright, the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport voiced that ‘youth groups teach important life skills, build friendships and help expand young people’s horizons’. This statement supports why youth groups are an integral part of the community, they have a positive influence on young people through engagement with peers. 
Department for Education (2019 pg5) expresses that ‘peer and family relationships’ as well as the ‘wider school and neighbourhood environment’ have the ‘strongest links to children and young people’s wellbeing’. However, despite the negative engagement which the author identifies such as being ‘bullied, parent relationships’ the positive ‘peer relationships and school engagement’ can support positive welfare which out ways the negatives long term. 


2.5 Adverse Childhood Experiences and offending: 
Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE’s) is a major factor in young people of today’s society. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (2019 pg7) indicates that ACE’s covers ‘childhood of 0-17 years old’ who experience ‘violence, abuse or neglect; witnessing violence in the home; and having a family member attempt or die by suicide’. It can also include young people’s family home atmosphere as it can be a danger for them. The ‘safety, stability and bonding’, suggests young people growing up in a household with ‘misuses of substances or mental health issues’. Disturbing and traumatic occurrences in childhood can be ‘emotionally painful or distressing’ and can have a life changing effect on an individual. A history of disturbing and traumatic experiences from the home environment can ‘shape a child’s response’. Especially crime. Does this imply a gap in the early identification and response of multi-agency services who work with children effected by ACE’s? As previously referred to by Watkins, it might be that they are not educated on what is right and wrong. Ultimately, this begins from a young age within the family home. An important issue which continues to emerge is why young people commit crime, further research is likely to reduce offending. Likewise, should external and internal factors not be explored in the reasons why a young person commits an offence the root cause will be left unidentified which means it will remain to be a concern and not reduce the level of re-offending.
It is shown by Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (2019 pg11) that ‘relationships with caring adults who are positive role models can prevent ACEs’. As a result, having ‘mentoring and after-school programs’ and youth groups outside of school environment are ways where young people can ‘connect youth to other caring adults and activities’. This will help young people to enhance their qualities and opportunities by ‘skill development, academic success and future schooling and employment’. They will also get the opportunity to ‘strengthen their behavioural, leadership and academic skills’. To enhance a young person’s qualifications, a program named ‘After School Matters’ helps all young people. The program covers a broad range of area such as ‘academic support, mentoring, positive youth development, art, sports and recreation, apprenticeships, workforce development programs, and programs for opportunity youth and homeless youth’ states the Youth Government (2014). 

2.6 Adverse Childhood Experiences – Wales 
Public Health Wales (2015) states that Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) in Wales is an occurring experience which happens during childhood that ‘directly harm a child’ or can be an ‘affect of the environment in which they live in’ for example, ‘growing up’ within a ‘domestic violence’ home setting. Statistics show that ACEs is exposed to children in Wales and is categorised in different groups. Examples of ACEs which are affecting young people is ‘verbal abuse’ with a percentage of ‘23%’, ‘physical abuse’ with a percentage of ‘17%’ and ‘sexual abuse’ a percentage of ‘10%’. Statistics show that ACE’s can have an effect later on in life with adult’s mental health and well-being. The study of these statistics is showing high in the different ACE categories; Parental separation equates to ‘20%’ of adults who are affected, domestic violence with ‘16%’, mental illness with ‘14%’, alcohol abuse with ‘14%’, drug use with ‘5%’ and incarceration with ‘5%’. The data indicates that there is strong evidence of children identifying ACE’s not receiving support who will be directly affected in the future. 

It is possible to hypothesis that if someone who suffers from ACEs were supported adequately at a young age then in turn, this would lead to the prevention and reduction in the high levels of criminality seen within today’s society. It may be the case that from the evidence if those in ‘incarceration’ for a lifetime were identified sooner it would have reduced the current high figures ‘by 65%’. People who were involved in ‘violence victimisation’ were addressed too then figures would be reduced ‘by 57% in the past year’. The research says that if ‘violence perpetration’ was addressed, results in figures would be reduced ‘by 60%’. Another factor is preventing ‘unintended teen pregnancy’ with figures showing if it would be successful it would reduce ‘by 41%’. Findings in the present study are consistent with the findings of the Youth Justice Board and Watkins et al that early support to those who are affected by ACEs will in the end prevent and reduce crime rates. However, this is if the Child is treated as a child first and offender secondly.

ACEs Wales (2021) reveal a predicted financial costing to Wales of ‘£2.2 billion a year’. This funding is distributed to departments that need to support people directly affected by ACE’s. Data shows that ‘nearly half of all adults in Wales have experienced at least one ACE as a child’ and also ‘one in ten have experienced four or more ACEs’. These figures show that further research is required to identify the effectiveness of early intervention to prevent ACEs from having a detrimental effect on an individual’s future. 

Jacobs (2020) titles her article ‘Police need ACE training to better understand impact of child violence’. It explains that educating the Police is required to ‘tackle an increase in child to parent violence’. Evidence has shown that there was ‘515 incidents of CCVAB (Childhood Challenging Violent Aggressive Behaviour)’ which has increased every month ‘between March and July 2019’. A coloration was found between ‘parental reporting’ which exposed that just over one fifth ‘153 out of 515 children’ who were involved in CCVAB incidents during the period of ‘March 2019 and January 2020’ had ‘special educational needs and disabilities’ (SENDS). From the data, ’52 had autism’, ’28 had attention deficit hyperactivity disorder’ and ’73 had mental health conditions’. Future research should concentrate on police incidents and reports of CCVAB and whether recorded as crimes against young people when they become violent despite there being underlying behavioural/ health factors to take in to consideration. 

An important finding was the research of Farinu (2021) on the ‘EAT programme’ which means Early Prevention Together. This is a new ‘police-led initiative in Wales’ and establishes a ‘multi-agency approach’ to challenge offending behaviour by ‘identifying and supporting people’ who have suffered from ACEs. Although Jacobs raises controversy it is apparent that Police are receiving training, constables would have experienced first-hand the impact of ACE’s when responding to incidents. Supporting this, Public Health Wales (2020) speaks about the;
 
‘Early Action Together’ programme that is ‘supporting the police, prison and probation services to work collaboratively with multi-agencies (e.g social services, schools, housing, third sector etc) across Wales’. 

This programme can
 ‘identify vulnerable people, intervene early and keep them out of criminal justice system, break the generation cycle of crime and ultimately improve their lives’.
This programme is mainly to be carried out to ‘frontline police and criminal justice staff’ as it will give them awareness, ability and assurance to ‘offer support to vulnerable people’ who have had an unfortune experience during their lives. It shows that ‘90% of demand on police is complex welfare, public safety and vulnerability issues’ and as a result of this programme it supports other services and organisations on how to deal with the vulnerable and hopefully ‘reduce the impact of ACEs’.


2.7 Social and Psychological findings on young person’s offending behaviour
The Howard League for Penal Reform (2009 pg4-5) show that ‘29% of boys and 44% of girls in prison custody had been in care’, ‘one in three girls and one in 20 boys reported being sexually abused’. ’81% of boys and 76% of girls in custody had been excluded from school’. Undoubtedly, traumatic childhood experiences are evidently having an impact on a young person which is having a direct impact on delinquent behaviour after being victim to a horrific crime. The study examines further the children in custody who are ‘vulnerable and challenging’. They also have ‘chaotic family backgrounds and histories of neglect and abuse’. Examination of the research conducted raises questions of why a young person results in offending. Additionally, it aims to prove the reasons behind the child’s offending behaviour and suggests that many children who offend are slipping through the system due to not taking these circumstances in to consideration and applying support to the young person across different aspects of their lifestyle. This in turn, may influence them or push them unknowingly towards delinquent behaviour and ultimately offending. The research suggests that without this break in the chain the child will not be able to understand the consequences of behaviour. Consideration of external factors in the child’s offending behaviour requires investigation. Inevitably, examination of the above would enable enforcement of good behaviour through other aspects of the young person’s life. This highlights a gap in the research – Is the root cause of why young people offend examined thoroughly by the Police and Youth Justice System? 






























CHAPTER 3

METHODOLOGY












3.Methodology 
Primary data will be collected from different organisations to build and support the secondary data and will be collected through questionnaires and informal interviews. The correct research methods will enhance the findings and gather information to help with the work. This will enable the participants to express their knowledge and opinion on how we deal with young people with the hope to find the gap in the thesis. 

3.1 Selection Research Method
The secondary research literature included journals, books, internet and academic text. The internet searches for appropriate resources such as Youth Justice Board which support the work to analyse up to date statistics and data.

The use of Positivism and interpretivism will be used to approach the findings in the research. Despite that positivism approach finds verifiable data rather than interpretivism does not guarantee the verifiable data. As a result of using reliable sources for responses to the interviews and questionnaires it finalises that the data collected will be true to fact. Positivism is a part of the research onion under research philosophy. The positivism approach relates to the ‘viewpoint that the researcher needs to concentrate on facts’ says Crowther and Lancaster (2008).

The information which was gathered was from two different types of research. First being quantitative. The key essentials to a quantitative research are it enables to ‘capture patterns that would not be obvious’ as it is factual. It also ‘makes predictions’ because the quantitative work is surrounded with figures and data and enables us to predict the end result when it either decreases or increases for example. It ‘test whether our theories about the world stand up to empirical scrutiny’. This allows to analyse the work and to look further into it, states Tolmie et al (2011 pg5).  Collis and Hussey (2012 pg5) explained quantitative type of research allows the data to be collected as ‘statistical methods to analyse the data’. This brings in-depth analysis to the thesis. This has provided understanding through research from the internet showing factual and statistical figures which has delivered a positive outcome to conduct the work.
 
The alternative is qualitative data ‘with intention of using non-numerical methods to analysing the research data’ states Collis and Hussey (2012 pg5). Qualitative research method was used in order to research, collect, evaluate and analyse important research which supports the thesis. It was vital that the data which had been carried out was relevant and of good quality. Without that, it would not have been possible to include it. 

Grbich (2012 pg2) expresses the data analysis in the qualitative research method. As the researcher, the information that has been gathered on what the research question looks for and with regards to primary data it could result in channelling information targeting directly the answers the researcher requires. Social media platform was used to upload the questionnaire to find out information about the public’s opinion. This could result in a negative effect as it could be directed at the local participants instead of having a broader response from the wider community. It could also be a negative effect if there are any higher-class participants responding to the questionnaire and don’t have knowledge of local and broader issues within communities. In view of the above, having designed the survey in a way to accommodate all. 


As a result of the research topic being about young people and the link with crime and offending, it was important that a reasonable approach was taken to ensure the sensitivity of the matter was taken into consideration when approaching different individuals within an organisation and not to cause offence or stigmatise the work being carried out. 



3.2 Organisation of Study
Research on what groups were available to young people in the Carmarthenshire area was undertaken. An initial search on the Carmarthenshire County Council (CCC) website and Ceredigion County Council website showed several services accessible to young people living in the area. Furthermore, individual analysis of websites such as the Youth Service, Youth Justice Preventions Service and Dyfed Powys Police provided an in depth understanding of services applicable to the research. Within these sites, there was information available in regards to specific individuals within these organisations, including names and contact details. However, on further inspection it appeared that some of the information had expired for a considerable time and was likely to be out of date. Safari search tool was utilised to gain further information in regards to these services as well as cross-reference with local social media pages of the organisations.
 
Finally, once in possession of correct information, contact was made with seven separate individuals/ organisations with capability of assisting.  From this, one responded within two days stating that they would be willing to participate in an interview. Therefore, a date and time was arranged to conduct the meeting via telephone, as meeting in person was not a possibility under the current restrictions of coronavirus in Wales. Further responses were received within the following days and majority requested that the interview questions would be sent to them via email and that they would complete and respond at a suitable time. Individuals within the local community also stated a willingness to participate in the research as they had heard locally of the work in which was being carried. Contact was made to seven organisations via text message and email rather than a telephone conversation. One organisation in particular were reluctant to discuss offending behaviour and a link that may be present between their organisation and the young people they provide support to in the community. They did not believe that the information that they would provide would be of any relevance. However, they asked for the questions and responded appropriately on the basis that the information provided would be confidential.


3.3 Ethical Considerations
Gray (2014 pg4) explains that ‘ethics’ is ‘a set of moral principles or norms that are used to guide moral choices of behaviour and relationship with others’. Furthermore, he explains this in his table of ethical stances that the ethical principles ‘should never be broken. Breaking these principles is both morally wrong and damaging to social research’ however, accept that these ‘duties are bound to particular countries, communities, professional groups and clients’. Therefore, it will be responsibility of the researcher to carry this out and ensure it is successful. As a part of the ethical principles, it mentions that is important to ‘avoid harm to participants’, ‘ensure informed consent of participants’, ‘respect the privacy of participants’ and ‘avoid the use of deception’. These principles have been conducted in this thesis to ensure that it is correctly approached and followed to protect the confidentiality of the individuals and organisations. Additionally, to ensure that participants will not feel ‘embarrassed, ridiculed, belittled, mental distress, anxious, stress and negative emotional reactions’ particular attention will need to be considered in regards to the wording and the environment of the interview. In addition to this, it is important that the participants are aware that their ‘participation in the study is voluntary’ and ‘that responding to all questions is voluntary’. This will enable them to take it upon themselves to carry out responses to the research questions. To correspond to interaction with conformation that ‘access to the data once it is collected’ will be made confidential and destroyed after use and will not be shared with a third party. During the process, they are able to ‘withdraw at any time’. 


3.4 Interview Process 
To participate in an interview the planning and process had to be made thoroughly to commence with a strong opening question which would prompt discussion with the participant. Firstly, a briefing of the questions will determine what will be discussed to inform them the aim of the thesis. This will enable them to be aware of the topics which will be discussed during the interview. In order to decide the appropriate style of questioning, research was conducted on interview methods. Moeller et al (2018) expresses that ‘formal interviews and questionnaires’ are ‘possible bias’. They also suggest that using informal interview techniques would decrease the chances of a bias discussion to occur. The use of open and closed questions was used allowing them to voice their opinions. This will also decrease the chances of a bias discussion. Informal interview was a preferred method for the questions as a part of the discussion to support the thesis. 

As a result of the Coronavirus, restrictions to face-to-face interviews were unable to take place. Consequently, location for the interviews to take part did not require consideration as it was all undertaken online via email. Nevertheless, professionalism was still important as the representation as interviewer would have a reflection on the University. It was significant that prior, during and after the interview that all discussions and correspondence was conducted in a courteous, efficient and a polite manner. 


3.5 Interview Reflection
In comparison, the telephone interview presented itself to be a less effective and efficient method, rather than email. The telephone interview was planned and arranged at a specific date and time, allowing the direct response from the participant to be documented immediately during discussion. This also reduced the number of responses and correspondence from one organisation via email. On reflection, the main method of interviewing via email allowed the interviewee to interoperate the questions as they wished and where little response was given. This was a missed opportunity to prompt for answers or ask for further explanation.
 
Conducting of the interviews allowed the opportunity to establish relationships with different organisations who have vast knowledge and experience in their role within their own organisation. Having evaluated all interviews it was clear that there were varied responses in terms of enthusiasm of their position and role to make change. Those passionate about the subject matter and making change had taken adequate time to complete the responses and this passion could be felt on reading. Alternatively, shorter, informal responses were received from some individuals and this showed that they had little or no knowledge of the current situation and experiences that young people face. They also showed little remorse for the offending behaviour and how this could be addressed to protect the young person. This raises an important question of the responsibilities of organisations within the community and the importance of working together to prevent offending and re-offending.


3.6 Barriers and Limitations 
This process of interviewing was filled with dismay due to the limitations and restrictions of the Coronavirus pandemic. The preferred method of communication with numerous agencies would have been to have face-to-face contact through a pre-arranged meeting to understand the particular organisations views and opinions around the subject matter. However, after careful consideration, research was required in order to find and establish the specific person within an organisation to speak and discuss the subject matter. Contact details obtained were predominantly through online resources, this process proved time consuming and frustrating, however, predominantly the details appeared to be incomplete or incorrect. The lack of response from several organisations may perhaps be due to inaccurate or no updated contact information, the unwillingness of the organisation to help and finally, the lack of understanding of the request. Alternatively, due to the number of employees within organisations currently home working, the information and requests submitted have not reached or distributed to the correct department.
Participants at first were reluctant to voice their honest opinions. However, they were reassured that the research obtained from those participating would remain anonymous. This raises the question, do these organisations have adequate support from Senior Management Teams in terms of identifying pitfalls within their own organisation and expressing their views on what does and does not work? This resulted in short responses from some organisations who did not look beyond their organisational strategies and procedures in order to give their views. Nevertheless, other individuals were pleased and grateful of the opportunity to assist, expressing views of the importance of research in this subject field. It was evident in responses from these organisations willing to share as well as give experiences and opinions on the subject matter to evaluate and identify further strategies to better support the young people living within the community or area. This included specific barriers and limitations within their own organisation.


















CHAPTER 4

FINDINGS










4.1 Findings illustrated within graph (Appendix C)
Whilst interviewing and distributing a survey out online to the public. This has enabled a variety of respondents to undertake the survey from communities in Carmarthenshire area. This will improve the findings as it gives opinions and statistics from a wide area when analysing. For reference, there were 100 respondents who participated in the survey. Data from all respondents was effective as each organisation had a different role and personal opinions on how the police reduce and prevent crime. Furthermore, the survey gave the publics opinion on the work that the police do and the other seven organisations were explaining how their work also supports the police and multi agencies. 

 
4.2 Community impact 
Referring to question 1 as there were 27 respondents aged 10-17 years old. This gives a fair knowledge from young people who are categorised as ‘youth’ which also supports The Youth Board/ Ministry of Justice (2019 pg2) on their definition of a child and young person.

Youth Justice Board/ Ministry of Justice (2021 pg2) show that figures of 10-17-year olds who were cautioned or sentenced and figures of first-time entrants to the YJS have decreased from previous years. Question 3 of the survey contradicts this as there is a high statistic of 27% stating that young people should be educated about the law. This suggests that young people aren’t educated on the consequences of committing crime and result in still doing so. 

Watkins et al (2018) view that young people have a deficiency of knowledge around ‘formal legal capacity’. It is important to address the situation and to educate young people. It is significant that young people are supported in the environment where they are present most. As answered by parents, individuals and young people, they believe that educating young people about the law is essential as question 4 supports this. Being educated about the law in a school was the favourable answer with a figure of 97% and likewise with education in college with a figure of 53%. On the other hand, a member of Carmarthenshire County Council believes that is it not essential to divert young people from offending as it ‘should always start at home from a young age’. This would result in leaving selected children and also young people provide for themselves due to being categorized as ACEs with remaining young people receive support from home. 

Local communities have a huge impact on young people as Department for Education (2019 pg5) states about the ‘neighbourhood environment’ having ‘strongest links to children and young people’s wellbeing’. To support the young people, it is important that they have somewhere to go such as community groups. Question 5 states that 66% weren’t aware of what youth clubs are available in their local communities and the other 34% who were aware of the facilities in their local area for young people. This implies that young people aren’t engaging with the community and surroundings which could result in the increase of crime. Furthermore, community groups can give everyone a sense of identity or a belonging which also in turn educates young people to respect the community but also those who live within it. 
A controversial data from question 9 had 60% of respondents feel that youth crime is a problem in their local area where 60% of others didn’t think so. Despite that the Youth Offending Strategy and Youth Justice Board are to support young offenders but it is important that the individuals have a safe place in their communities that they can focus on. 
Question 6 had 53% respondents who suggests that the most common club that their child or the young person as the responder would attend is sports club (football, rugby, tennis etc). A comment box was presented to express other suggestions which were church and youth theatre clubs. 
Whilst interviewing a police officer (Appendix A, Q3), ‘young farmers’ club was the suggested place where they attend but sports clubs should take priority as they have the most attendance of young people. This suggests that police officers aren’t targeting the right places. 

4.3 Safeguarding and Adverse Childhood Experiences 
Safeguarding young people is equally important as safeguarding young offenders. The aim of The Children and Young People’s Centre for Justice (2016) is to safeguard their wellbeing and to look deeper into the root cause of their motive to commit crime. As Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) is a considerable feature in a young person’s life it is important to support them when needed. A household environment can have a negative, long lasting effect on young people which can result in them committing crimes. Question 8 with 94% of respondents believing that children and young people are influenced by peers when committing crime and 4% did not believe that young people aren’t influenced by peers. When asking Carmarthenshire County Council about their additional work which is being undertaken to reduce and prevent young people from offending their response was ‘we can only give advice to help these young people’. This does not support young people’s emotional or mental wellbeing. Question 11 expresses that participants felt that domestic abuse, witnessing violence, neglect, substance misuse and mental health issues were the common answers with 70-80% selecting those as the reason why a child may commit crime with parental separation and family member attempt or die by suicide with figures around 50-60%. After interviewing a police officer (Appendix A, question 2) who expressed that ACE’s is a ‘huge baring on young people’s actions and behaviour’ but some other influential factors being ‘generation cycle, poverty and deprivation’. Since COVID 19, Dyfed Powys Police (DPP) have a ‘Vulnerability Hub’ to offer within the police HQ and as a result of this ‘child on parent abuse has become more apparent’. An individual from the Youth Service in Ceredigion, voiced that from personal experience, the root causes of young people offending was ‘family who were already committing crime, lack of support at home, rural areas where there are no activities or clubs and poverty’. The Youth drop-in Centre in Carmarthen states that young people ‘who offends in general usually are young people with limited support at home turn to crime to fill that gap’. Efficient, effective focus should be made to look after the vulnerable. To enable offending rates in young people, the Youth Service believes that working with ‘the family, foster carers, LAC and many more’ with other agencies similar to ‘TAF, Tim Teulu, Social Services, LAC team, Youth Justice, Mentor’s, Police, Child Protection worker and Inclusion Team’ to support and ‘provide valuable information’ to the vulnerable. Additionally, supporting Centre’s for Disease Control and Prevention (2019 pg7) as ACEs cover young people who are suffering and in need of help and support. Furthermore, to support this, local community councillor states that ‘county councillors have undertaken engagement within schools to identify opportunities and challenges that face young people’ as well as the school community police officer whose role is to ‘focus on early intervention and prevention with young people’ and ‘safeguard pupils first’. Additionally, the school police officer is at the premises ‘regularly’ to engage with young people to ‘give advice when needed’. This gives young people the awareness of crime and its consequences. 


4.4 Community engagement 
Supporting Centre’s for Disease Control and Prevention (2019 pg11) believe that being involved in youth groups outside school environment has a positive effect on young people by being involved with ‘other caring adults’ and could ‘benefit them for the future’. 

The local community councillor states that working closely with local sports clubs and organisations to deliver ‘opportunities for young people’ need to consist of ‘constructive and positive activities’. They are investing in ‘play equipment’ and ‘secured free community use of MUGA and playing field’ for young people in a new Primary School. Youth drop-in Centre in Carmarthenshire area is a ‘safe place for young people to meet and interact with generic, universal youth club type activities’. This organisation enables young people to ‘learn new skills’ which will be of benefit. It is also important that the police have engagement with youth clubs and groups as ‘communication is key to having engagement with children and young people’ says an interviewed police officer. Officers attend clubs which involve young people to inform them of ‘dangers associated with crime and ASB’. 

After interviewing a football coach in the local area, any confrontational circumstances that would occur would be ‘dealt with in confidence to help the children’. Many young people who are involved with a sports club, suggests that having police engagement gains their trust and enhances their knowledge of the law. This will enhance the crime rates to be reduced. The instructor states that ‘the police have a role to play in supporting clubs’ as they need to be ‘aware of any dangers that the children may be in’. This will enable the coaches in the local area to be familiar and informed about the issues occurred and will be able to ‘alert the correct people’ when in need.  




















CHAPTER 5

CONCLUSION
 AND RECOMMENDATIONS 




















5. Conclusion and Recommendations 

5.1 Conclusion 

In conclusion to the findings of; how do police reduce and prevent offending of the young people within the Carmarthenshire area, the main findings have reflected that youth crime offending statistics are high. However, there are organizations available to support and divert vulnerable young people away from criminal conduct to prevent re-offending.

Through research, ACEs has a detrimental effect on a child’s behavior from a young age. This can lead and result in delinquent behavior and offending. In order to prevent, it is paramount that multi agencies and organizations continue a positive working relationship whilst sharing valuable information. This will allow the early identification to those at risk of offending, allowing at the earliest opportunity in the child’s development stages for intervention to take place. This can be achieved through regular meetings and discussions between agencies to discuss external factors of behavior and to provide support to not only the young person but the family as a whole. Through direct analysis of research conducted, multiple agencies are undertaking considerable amount of work to divert young people from crime such as interventions with youth teams, regular engagement, community groups, local funded projects, vulnerable groups, youth individual and group engagement as well as school engagement. The liaison between agencies partnered with early identification procedures will undoubtedly assist in protecting future generations through educating of the impact that crime has on the individual and community.








5.2 Recommendations 

· Firstly, evidence concludes that there is ample awareness to the available multi agencies and accessible organizations established that can support children and young people. This allowing young people to feel safe and secure within that environment. 

· Research has proven that education is a key factor for young people in educating the consequences of crime. In particular, the personal and social education framework within the already established school curriculum. This certifying that programs such as School Beat which is funded by Welsh Government and the four Welsh Police forces requires continued financial support to maximize the positive impact that the police can have on young people for the future.
 
· It is critical that parents are educated of the law to enable them to guide their child. For instance, police officers could attend parents evening at the school to share information which may affect their child as they develop through adolescence. In the same way, police officers could give talks in young persons’ clubs or groups which will benefit them.
 
 
· As demonstrated in the findings to encourage and divert from criminal behavior the impact that the local and county council can have on a young people is important. Therefore, they can attend social places in the public area to engage with young people to seek opinions and views on what facilities can be brought to the community. In turn, this will hopefully reduce crime as they have a place to go and will prompt them to show respect for property and people living within the area.
 
· Lastly, however a central theme in the thesis is the impact of ACEs. Young people’s wellbeing are imperative and strategies to identify vulnerability is vital. The evidence suggests that this will enable the young person to seek help and support and will enable early intervention away from criminal behavior. It is apparent that to provide guidance to the young people, all information should be shared between multi agencies to surround the family dynamics with a support network to encourage positive citizenship. Hence, it should be funded to the greatest capacity as commonly, the majority of young people are affected by ACEs. Based on the findings support should be available and accessible to all.
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APPENDIX A
INTERVIEW: 
DIFFERENT ORGANISATIONS IN CARMARTHENSHIRE AREA 







At start of all emails the below was included to ensure that every person knew that their data and information was confidential and safe and that their responses were voluntary: 

I’d like to take the opportunity to thank you once again for assisting in my research for my dissertation, for your information, all data and information will be anonymous, that it will be destroyed after use, will not be shared with a third party. 

Thank you very much once again, 
Elan. 



Questions were asked to different people of the community and local area and were relevant, appropriate and well-structured to enable best results when the individual was answering. 


Questions to a Police Officer: 

1. What, in your opinion, is an essential asset to policing on educating children and young people on Crime and the Law?
2.  Are there any specific factors through your role in policing, which you have identified as a root cause or a direct link to children and young people offending?
3. What types of children and young people groups or clubs are Neighbourhood Policing Teams currently engaging with to protect and safeguard the youth in our communities?
4. What other agencies/ support services do Dyfed Powys Police work with to reduce offending rates in young people?
5. How can children and young people report their concerns to police?
6.  Looking towards the future, is there any additional work currently being undertaken by Dyfed Powys Police to reduce and prevent children and young people from offending?

Questions to a Local Community Councillor:
1. As a local community councillor, do you think that Youth Crime/ Anti-Social Behaviour is a problem in this area?
2. Are there any hot-spot areas where Young people are gathering and engaging in criminal activity/ behaviour, which have been identified by the community?
3.  What is currently in place in the local community to divert young people from delinquent behaviour, such as community clubs and groups?
4. What further can be done by the local community council to improve facilities available to children and young people?
5. Do you as the community council engage with children and young people to view their opinions of what is required locally in terms of facilities, clubs and groups? If so, How?
6. If you were to become aware of issues locally which required police involvement, how would you go about reporting?
7.  Do the community council have regular engagement with police and or Neighbourhood Policing Teams?

Questions to a high placed Carmarthenshire County Council individual: 
1. In regards to your communications and engagements with partner agencies and the public, do you think that Youth Crime is a problem in the Carmarthenshire area?
2. What, in your opinion, is an essential asset for your organisation in diverting children and young people from offending?
3. What is currently in place in the local community to divert young people from delinquent behaviour, such as community clubs and groups?
4. What types of children and young people groups or clubs are your organisation currently engaging with to protect and safeguard the youth in our communities?
5. Does your organisation engage with children and young people to view their opinions of what is required locally in terms of facilities, clubs and groups? If so, How?
6. What other agencies/ support services do your organisation work with to reduce offending rates in young people?
7. How can children and young people report their concerns to your organisation?
8. Does your organisation have regular engagement with police and or Neighbourhood Policing Teams?
9. Looking towards the future, is there any additional work currently being undertaken by your organisation to reduce and prevent children and young people from offending?

Questions to an individual from the Youth Service: 
1.What county to you work in?
2.What age categories do you work with?
3. What types of services do you provide to the children and young people in the area that you work?
4.What types of children and young people groups or clubs are your organisation currently engaging with to protect and safeguard the youth in our communities?
5.Does your organisation engage with children and young people to view their opinions of what is required locally in terms of facilities, clubs and groups? If so, How?
6. What, in your opinion, is an essential asset to the Youth Service on educating children and young people on Crime and the Law?
7. Are there any specific factors through your role in the Youth Service, which you have identified as a root cause or a direct link to children and young people offending?
8. What other agencies/ support services does your organisation work with to reduce offending rates in young people?
9.Does your organisation have regular engagement with police and or Neighbourhood Policing Teams?
10.If you were to become aware of issues locally through your work, which required police involvement, how would you go about reporting?
11.Do the police have regular engagement with the young people that you work with? If so, what impact does this have on the young person?
12.Looking towards the future, is there any additional work currently being undertaken by your organisation to reduce and prevent children and young people from offending?

Questions to a School Community Police Officer: 
1.What county do you work in?
2.What age categories do you work with?
3.What is your role?
4.What specifically do you do in educational establishments?
5.What types of services do you provide to the children and young people in the area that you work?
6.Are there any specific factors through your role in policing, which you have identified as a root cause or a direct link to children and young people offending?
7.In your role, what types of children and young people services are you currently engaging with to protect and safeguard the youth in our communities?
8.How can children and young people report their concerns to police?

Questions to a Football Coach in the Local Area: 
1. Do you as a coach feel that you would be prepared in dealing with a problem or difficult situation if a young person was to approach you in confidence? 
2. If so, how would you support the young person to solve the issue? 
3. Do you feel that the police have a role in supporting youth clubs/groups in order to look after a child or young person’s well-being? 

Questions to a Youth Centre in Carmarthen – DR MZ Youth Centre: 
1. What types of services do you provide to the children and young people in the area that you work?
2. 2.In your role, do you think it is essential to educate children and young people on Crime and the Law? 
3. 3. Are there any specific factors through your role in the Youth Club, which you might have identified as a root cause or a direct link to children and young people offending?
4. 4.Does your organisation have regular engagement with police and or Neighbourhood Policing Teams?
5. 5.Do the police have regular engagement with the young people that you work with? If so, what impact does this have on the young person?
6. 6. Looking towards the future, is there any additional work/projects currently being undertaken by your organisation to support children and young people living in the area.















APPENDIX B
ONLINE SURVEY 
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Policing of Youth Offending: 
[bookmark: _Toc67412015]This survey was voluntary and when clicking on the link to fill out the survey that’s when they consented to participate in answering the questions. 
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APPENDIX C:
GRAPHS FROM ONLINE SURVEY










	













	
















	





	





	



	







	







	




	






	










APPENDIX D:
ETHICS FORM






























APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL

In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  

Delete the Guidance Notes at the end of the form BEFORE submitting your application


SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	Full Name:
	Elan Williams

	Tick all boxes which apply:

	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	Undergraduate Student
	☒	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐	Postgraduate Research Student
	☐


	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:
	
Business School 

	Campus:
	
Swansea

	E-mail address:
	
1802224@uwtsd.ac.uk

	Contact Telephone Number:
	
07989996631

	For students:

	Student Number:
	1802224

	Programme of Study:
	Policing and Criminology 

	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Bronwen Williams / Caroline Jawad 






SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☒	NO
	☐
	
	Date

	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☒	22/11/2020

	
	Institute Research Committee
	☐	

	
	Other (write in)

	☐	



SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines.

	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice

	☒
	
UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☒

	

	☐



SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
	Does the research activity involve collaborators outside of the University?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	
If Yes, please provide the name of the external organisation and name and contact details for the main contact person and confirmation this person has consented to their personal data being shared.as part of this collaboration.

	Institution
	


	Contact person name
	


	Contact person e-mail address

	

	Has this individual consented to sharing their details on this form?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	Is your research externally funded
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☒
	NO
	☐

	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	Permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒




Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	Indicative title:
	Policing of Youth Offending: How do police reduce and prevent offending of the young people within the Carmarthenshire area. 

	Proposed start date:
	November 2020 
	Proposed end date:
	May 2021 

	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the three points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	Purpose of Research Activity

1. Aim: Investigate how Dyfed Powys Police engage on a multi-agency level.
1. Objective: Explore what current agencies Dyfed Powys Police liaise with in regards to children and young people.
2. Aim: In what way do Dyfed Powys Police reduce young people from offending. 
2. Objective: What existing policies and procedures are in place to reduce children and young people from offending. Additionally, what, if any arrangements are being implemented for future engagement. 
3. Aim: Discover how Dyfed Powys Police prevent young people specifically in Carmarthenshire area from offending
3. Objective: Review current strategies in place to deter and prevent young people from offending in Carmarthenshire area.


	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed.

	
Online Questionnaire and interviews.




	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	 
Dyfed Powys Police - Carmarthen Police Officers

Different organisations within the Carmarthenshire area which are involved with young people. 

	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants.

	


	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available?   

	NO
	☒

	
	YES
	☐

	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with prevailing data protection law of the country in question and England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)


SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	Will the research activity include:
	
YES
	
NO

	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	Use of interviews?
	☒
	☐

	Use of diaries?
	☐
	☒

	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☒
	☐

	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	Other primary data collection methods, please explain in this box
For example, ‘focus groups’. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) in this box and tick the accompany box.
	☐
	☒

	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 



SECTION G: Intended Participants
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	Students or staff at the University?
	☐
	☒

	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	Others (please identify specifically any group who may be unable to give consent) please indicate here and tick the appropriate box.

	☐
	☒

	Other – please indicate here:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	How many participants are expected?

	100 participants and around 7 interviews will be undertaken. 
Participants will be anonymous. 



	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	


(this box should expand as you type)



	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	
(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 

	Yes 
	☐

	
	No
	☒

	Risks to participants
For example: emotional distress, transfer of personal data, sensitive information.


	Sensitive information could be an issue but participants can withdraw at any time and will be made aware of that.

	



If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	Research activity might include some information regarding criminal activity as I interview police officers and their knowledge and experience may be sensitive or upsetting. To deal with this, victim support organisation has a helpline with a phone number 08081689111. 


(this box should expand as you type)

	Risks to investigator
For example: personal safety, physical harm, emotional distress.  


	Each participants will be treated in a professional manner.

	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, data protection

	High standards by UWTSD will be upheld always to ensure professional manner. 



	Disclosure and Barring Service

	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☒
	☐





SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
The feedback will be given to the participant if it wishes to receive it after completion of the research activity. 


	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
I will ensure that the participant will receive a written form which will ask for consent to participate in this research project. Regarding the online survey, participants are consenting by opening the tab to fill the questionnaire itself as it is voluntary. 



	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
Confidentiality and anonymity will be available for all participants doing the online survey as I will not need to know their personal details just their opinions on the subject matter. Regarding the interview, the participant will have a choice whether or not to reveal their name or keep anonymous. Either of these choices will not make a difference as it is only the information and knowledge which will be important. 






SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage
In completing this section refer to the University’s Research Data Management Policy and the extensive resources on the University’s Research Data Management web pages (http://uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/).
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person.
	
	☒

	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	
Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	
☐
	
☒

	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	




(this box should expand as you type)


	
Will the research activity involve storing personal data and/or special category data on one of the following:
	YES
	NO

	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	Home or other personal computers?
	☒
	☐

	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☒
	☐

	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☒
	☐

	Other – specify:

	☐
	☒

	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
1.Technical measures will be in place to prevent any unauthorised access. I will only have access to the data collected until the research project is handed in to the course holder. Passwords will be on my personal laptop which will ensure that nobody will be able to get any information from. Strong passwords will be key for this. Strong passwords will include long words which will make the password stronger, also lower and upper case will be used to make it stronger. 

2. Only myself and the supervisor which is the course leader who will have access to the data at all times. 



	All Data Storage

	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	Sharing of data with others at the University?
	☐
	☒

	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	Export of data outside the European Union or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and DPA (and/or any international equivalent):

	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
Myself, course leader and the marker of the research project. 

	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
Myself. 


	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	Security measures will be in place to protect data and how it is stored. The research data will be stored on my computer and the Cloud storage to ensure double safety procedures in case of any data loss or corruption. It is only myself who has access to this. Strong passwords are used to enter the computer which will ensure that nobody has access under no circumstances. All data which will be collected from participants will of course be voluntary and will have given their consent before starting. To ensure their safety and data collection is safe, the research will be on the computer with a strong password also. All data which will be collected and stored will be kept safe until completion of the project and will be deleted immediately. 



	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	


(this box should expand as you type)

	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)

	YES
	☒

	
	NO
	☐

	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒

	
	NO
	☐




SECTION K: Declaration
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	Signature of applicant:
	[image: ]
	Date:
22/11/2020



For STUDENT Submissions:
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Bronwen Williams / Caroline Jawad 
	Date: 22/11/2020

	Signature:
	
[image: ]
	



For STAFF Submissions:
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☒
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☒
	I have attached a full risk assessment (and have NOT completed Section H of this form) (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.

	☒

	I have deleted the guidance notes before submitting the PG2 for consideration




	RESEARCH STUDENTS AND STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.
You will be informed of the outcome of your claim by email; therefore it is important that you check your University and personal email accounts regularly.



STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit  this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.

This form is available electronically from the Academic Office web pages: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/academic-office/appendices-and-forms/ 



Application Process

All staff research projects and all research students must submit the Ethical Approval Form to the University Research Ethics Committee via the Academic Office (pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk).   Staff research directly in relation to personal study for taught undergraduate or Masters programmes should be submitted via the Institute procedures explained below.

Taught masters and taught undergraduate research Ethical Approval Forms are considered within Institutes.  Institutes will provide details of the specific processes for this.  Where the Ethical issues within any single ethical application are of particular concern the Institute will refer these to the University Research Ethics Committee.   Any student activity that involves the collection of primary data needs to undergo Ethical approval, this includes assignment work as well as dissertations.   


Notes for guidance in completion of this form

Section A:  About You
Please complete all relevant sections

Section B:  Approval for research activity
Research proposals must be approved in principle before applying for Ethical Approval.  The proposal approval only becomes final when the ethical approval is received.  

The process for proposal approval varies according the individual and programme of study:
· Research students, by application on form PG1 to the Research Degrees Committee
· Taught students by review of research proposal within Institutes (Institutes provide specific details of these processes)
· Staff, by agreement by the Academic Director/Assistant Dean

Section C:  External Ethical Guidance materials
Many discipline areas are required to operate with the discipline specific codes of research ethics (for example health, psychology, education etc.), any such codes must be listed and you must tick to confirm that you have consulted with these.

Section D:  External Collaborative Research Activity
Provide details of the external collaborative partners, where appropriate you might want to submit a copy of the external collaboration agreement with the Ethical Approval Form.  If the partner requires the research to be subject to its own internal Ethical approval process then please provide details of that process and a copy of any final (or interim) approvals received from the organisation.

Section E:  Details of Research Activity
Remember that the individuals reviewing this Ethical Approval Form may not have seen your research proposal, and also may not be experts in the specific area of your research.  The information provided should therefore be jargon free and clearly stated.
Indicative Title:  please use the same title as used on the research proposal.
Purpose:  the Ethical approval process will want to ensure that the methods you propose are adequate and appropriate to address the research aims and objectives.  Excessive additional data collection can be seen as unethical.
Proposed Methods:  the Ethical approval process seeks to ensure that you understand the methods that are intended, and that the implementation of those methods will be appropriate and without unnecessary impact on respondents.  This section must explain how the methods described will lead to the collection of necessary and sufficient data, but not excessive data.  Please be specific.
Location:  this needs to mention geographical location and also local situation (for example, within Local Authority Offices in Cardiff, using a private room but close to other individuals).  If you are collecting data within an organisational setting then you need to explain the permissions that you have obtained to do this.
Research Activity outside of the UK:  please complete this section in detail, and note any guidance you have received.  Also describe your own familiarity (or not) with the location that you will be utilising.

Section F:  Scope of Research Activity
Please tick ALL of the research activities that might be undertaken.   If any additional types of activity are intended then please add an extra box and describe these.
If you have answered no to all questions in F then sections G and J do not need to be completed.  Section H should be considered, and may be completed.  Signatures are still required in section K.

Section G:  Intended Participants
Please tick all categories that might apply.
Numbers & Source:  if you are using a series of different methods or research activities please list numbers for each stage/phase.  Be clear about how you will find respondents.   Will you use intermediaries, and if so how?  How will you ensure compliance with your sampling strategy?
Information for participants:  all participants should be appropriately informed about the research, what is expected of them and what will happen to the information that they provide.  The Ethical review process does not ask to see this documentation, but requires this to be reviewed and approved by the Director of Studies in the case of research students, the supervisor/module tutor in relation to students on taught programmes and the Academic Director/Assistant Dean in relation to staff research.

Section H:  Anticipate Risks
All research carries some level of risk.  The answers you provide to questions in this section will be reviewed to ensure that you have an appropriate understanding of the type of risks involved and how you can mitigate against these risks. If you have completed a full risk assessment, as required for example for laboratory work, field work, clinical tests, diving operations, or by a collaborative partner, you may append that to this form.  In that case, please tick the box indicating this has been provided.  You will not then be required to complete Section H.
Risk to participants   Think very carefully about how your actions/questions/discussions might affect the people you are involving as participants.  You might identify the risk as small but it would still be a risk.  Many types of question have the potential to make respondents less content with their life / job; you need to recognise and try to ameliorate any such effects
If these are business owners, time with you may reduce profit.  
In some locations physical risk is very real to both participants and yourself, please consider this.
Risk to you, the researcher   Think about where you will meet people, if there are any dangers involved in the location.  If you are meeting people as individuals think about using a public place.  In general do not visit people in their own homes or remote locations.  If you are talking to individuals about certain issues think about how their responses might affect you emotionally.  What about the risk of collecting insufficient data?
Risk to the University   When undertaking your research, you are acting as a member of the University (student or staff).  Professionalism is important, so it is important to be well organised and well prepared. Punctuality, clarity etc. are all part of this.  What will you do to ensure this?  You must ensure you do not harm the good name of the University in any way and do nothing to undermine the reputation of the research it conducts and sponsors.  Upholding high standards of conduct and integrity are vital in this regard. You must also conduct the research in such a way to minimise the potential for claims of negligence made against the University, its researchers and any collaborating individual or organisation. In this respect you should always comply with ethical, legal and professional frameworks, obligations and standards as required by statutory and regulatory authorities, as well as the university’s Research Integrity and Ethics Code of Practice.  Research misconduct in this respect can take many forms, including:
· fabrication: making up results or other outputs (eg, artefacts) and presenting them as if they were real
· falsification: manipulating research processes or changing or omitting data without good cause
· plagiarism: using other people’s material without giving proper credit
· failure to meet ethical, legal and professional obligations: for example failure to declare competing interests; misrepresentation of involvement or authorship; misrepresentation of interests; breach of confidentiality; lack of informed consent; misuse of personal data; and abuse of research subjects or material
· improper dealing with allegations of misconduct: failing to address possible infringements such as attempts to cover up misconduct and reprisals against whistle-blowers

Adverse Outcomes.  Think carefully about the possibilities, and cover here

Section I:  Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality
Feedback to participants:  outline your approach.   Will interview transcripts be shared with respondents to check accuracy?  Will summaries of questionnaire analysis be made available to respondents in some way?   Will an overview report be provided?  How and when?
Informed consent:   Draft letter / e-mail / or heading (or footer) section of questionnaire must be approved by DoS/supervisor (if research student), supervisor/module tutor if taught student, or Academic Director / Assistant Dean if a member of staff.
Confidentiality/Anonymity.  Explain clearly how you will ensure confidentiality and anonymity.

Section J:  Data Protection and Storage
Before completing this section it is necessary to read the University’s Research Data Management information.   The questions that follow are designed to ensure compliance with the Data Protection Act as well as established research protocols.

Many research activities will involve electronic transfer of data and use of data management systems in the summarisation and analysis of data.  You will need to explain these in relation to compliance with the Data Protection Act.
Think carefully about who will have access to your data, this will include supervisors and examiners. Also that a thesis will be made available via the University library and the British Library system.  If you are seeking an access bar for a period of time after completion then mention it here.  If you will provide a copy of your findings, or intend to give a presentation, to a facilitating/ supporting/accessing organisation then explain that in this section.  But also think about the general principle of data sharing, as explained in the Research Data Management information.
In terms of storage of data please ensure security, and also mitigate against loss of data.

Section K:  Declaration
Ensure the appropriate countersignatures have been provided
Look carefully at the checklist and ensure that you comply with and tick all that are relevant to your research.

Q1. What age cateogry are you in? 

10-17 years 	18-24 years	25-35 years 	35+ years 	Policing of Youth Offending	0	27	28	15	30	10-17 years 	18-24 years	25-35 years 	35+ years 	Policing of Youth Offending	


Q2. Do you know what happens when a child or young person commits a criminal offence?

Do you know what happens when a child or young person commits a criminal offence?	Yes 	No 	58	42	



Q3. Do you think children and young people should be educated about the law? 

Do you think children and young people should be educated about the law? 	Yes 	No 	99	1	



Q4. If yes, where? 

If yes, where? 	School	College 	Youth Club	Social Media	Online 	97	53	36	46	30	



Q5. Do you know which youth clubs are available in your local community? 

5. Do you know which youth clubs are available in your local community? 	Yes	No	34	66	



Q6. As a parent, does your child or do you as a young person attend any of the following groups or clubs?

6. As a parent, does your child or do you as a young person attend any of the following groups or clubs?	Young Farmers 	Youth Club	Sports Club (Football, Rugby, Tennis, Netball etc)	Beavers, Scouts, Guides 	Cadets	13	2	53	11	0	




Q7. If you as a young person or your child don't attend any of the above, please specify here what clubs or groups they do attend.	Chuch	Sports 	Youth clubs 	N/A	Didn't respond	1	6	3	5	85	



Q8. Do you think young people are influenced by peers when committing crime? 

Do you think young people are influenced by peers when committing crime? 	Yes	No	96	4	



Q9. Do you think Youth Crime is a problem in your local community?

9. Do you think Youth Crime is a problem in your local community?	Yes	No 	40	60	



Q11. Do you think that any of the below is a direct link to the reason why a child (10-17 years old) may commit crime?

11. Do you think that any of the below is a direct link to the reason why a child (10-17 years old) may commit crime?	Domestic Abuse within the family home	Witnessing violence in the family home	Neglect	Substance misuse within the home	Mental Health Issues 	Having a family member attempt or die by suicide	Parental Separation 	78	83	77	75	74	55	63	



Q12.  As a young person (or would your child) feel comfortable to contact police if they were in a difficult situation?

12.  As a young person (or would your child) feel comfortable to contact police if they were in a difficult situation?	Yes	No	69	30	





Q13. Does your child or do you as a young person trust the police?	Yes	No	79	19	




Q14. If no to any of the above, who do you as a young person or who does your child go to for help and support in a difficult situation?	Parent/Guardian 	Another family member	Teacher	A youth group adult or leader	Police 	Internet 	33	18	18	3	5	8	



Q15. Do you think the police are doing enough to prevent young people from offending?	Yes 	No 	25	73	
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3. Do you think children and young people should be educated about the law?

Yes

No

4. If yes, where?

School
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6. As a parent, does your child or do you as a young person attend any of the following groups or clubs

YYoung Farmers

Youth Club

Sports Club (Football, Rugby, Tennis, Netball etc)
Beavers, Scouts, Guides

Cadets

7. If you as a young person or your child don't attend any of the above, please specify here what clubs or groups they do attend.
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8. Do you think young people are influenced by peers when committing crime?

Yes

No

9. Do you think Youth Crime is a problem in your local community?

Yes

No

10. If so, how do you suggest this could be resolved
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11. Do you think that any of the below is a direct link to the reason why a child (10-17 years old) may commit crime?

Domestic Abuse within the family home
Witnessing violence in the family home

Neglect

Substance misuse within the home

Mental Health issues

Having a family member attempt or die by suicide

Parental Separation

12. As a young person (or would your child) feel comfortable to contact police if they were in a difficult situation?

Yes

No




image8.png
@ Safari File Edit View History Bookmarks Window Help 32 D % F 00%El Tuedidbpm Q @

e o [in] smartsurvey.co.uk [ o 0 a

NVIVO - Google Search SmartSurvey - Dashboard ‘Survey Preview Window +
Survey Preview @

13. Does your child or do you as a young person trust the police?

Yes

No

14. If no to any of the above, who do you as a young person or who does your child go to for help and support in a difficult situation?

Parent/Guardian

Another family member
Teacher

Ayouth group adult or leader
Polce

Internet

15. Do you think the police are doing enough to prevent young people from offending?
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