Sparta Seminar 1

If you are in one of the groups leading the seminar discussion this week, please post questions on
Moodle which you except other students to be able to answer. Each group needs to have chosen
one of the suggested themes:

1.) Does Alcman’s poetry represent Sparta as different or similar to other contemporary Greek
societies?
2.) Why does Sparta develop female choruses? What is significant about them?

It is expected that you will find some more reading to assign to your fellow classmates, but | have
provided a starting point for your reading below.

Primary Sources:

Read all of Alcman available at: http://www.theoi.com/Text/LyraGraecalB.html

Basic Reading:

Too, LY. 1997. ‘Alcman’s “Partheneion”: The Maidens Dance the City.” Quaderni Urbinati di Cultura
Classica, 56, 7-29.

Pomeroy, S.B. 2002. Spartan Women. Oxford. pp. 1-32. Library only loan

Smith, J. 2010, Female Socialisation in the Greek Lyric Chorus: The Role of Myth and Religion.
Conference Paper. Oldenburg. 2010. On Moodle.
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http://www.jstor.org/stable/20547391

