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Curating an Imagined Reggae Festival to be staged at the Millenium Staduim.
To create a seminal line up for one of the most dynamic line ups of all time.
Linton Kwesi Johnson
Toots and The Maytals
Desmond Decker and the Aces
Dennis Brown
Geraint Jarman
These five Artists, their music and persona represent the embodiment of Reggae.  People wonder why I haven’t chosen Bob Marley for this ground breaking reggae festival in the Millennium Stadium in Cardiff, Wales.  Marley is probably considered the most well-known reggae artist internationally, but as is discussed in the article from   Morning Edition; Washington, D.C.  Washington, D.C.: NPR. (Apr 26, 2010)
[bookmark: _Hlk8095612]“There is no figure more revered in reggae music than Bob Marley. But there was another singer that Marley himself revered, named Dennis Brown.”
[bookmark: _Hlk8094729]Dennis Brown is mandatory as he epitomises the original creativity in reggae music thus he has a pivotal role.  One Welsh Language artist, Geraint Jarman, who was obviously influenced by Marley and Dennis Brown too.  Toots and the Maytals are here because he influenced Bob Marley as he commented on this several times during his gig at the Tramshed in Cardiff 18 Oct 2018, they have been performing worldwide as a band for the last sixty years.  Linton Kwesi Johnson is a prolific reggae dub poet and political commentator on Jamaican heritage in the UK.  Desmond Decker because I personally admire his unique vocal style and, “A It Mek” is one of my all time favourite songs. 
[bookmark: _Hlk8095510][bookmark: _Hlk8095397]I have focussed on a reggae festival because of my Jamaican heritage and also in gig at the Tramshed in Cardiff 18 Oct 2018 4 as one of the most influential music on all parts of the globe.  This form of music is seen as important to the future collections of world music such as Classical and Jazz.  It has been added to the list of International Cultural Treasures which the United Nations has deemed worthy of protecting and promoting.  (BBC News 29 Nov 2018.)
In order to bring the whole concert together I would use the image of the of the Ackee fruit which is in the national dish of Jamaica: Ackee and Saltfish.  The outer skin turns from green to bright red, the flesh inside turns to yellow and displays  three black seeds when it opens ready to cook, these are the colours of the Jamaican flag Black (black yellow and green) and the Rastafarian and Ethiopian flag is red, yellow and green. Both flags are linked to reggae music with many original reggae artists following the Rastafarian religion as created as by Haile Selassie, Emperor of Ethiopia in the 1920’s, thus Rastafarians hail the Ethiopian flag also.  
[image: ]

The  Ackee plant will be my symbol to represent the artists coming together, just as the Ackee is usually made up of three different segments, so is this concert. Respect, Peace and Knowledge.  These are three principles by which you will lead a healthy, wholesome life, three precepts like the three segments to the ackee fruit.  The Ackee symbol could be used as a backdrop for the main stage, on the tickets and flags around the stage and the stadium.  Also the name on the leaves of the Ackee plant surrounding the fruit.  There will be exotic Street foods  such as Ackee and Salt fish served with bread fruit & plantain as well as Jamaican Spiced Callaloo, Jerk chicken, pork, curried goat and rice and peas.  The Rum Punch drinks will flow at this concert at various rum bars and fresh coconut water to create the Reggae homeland vibe at the Millennium stadium.

Dennis Brown
The Legendary Dennis Brown was a prolific singer song-writer and musician he wrote, “Westbound Train” and “I’ve Got to Get Away” both echoed the feeling of the Jamaican diaspora, living in their new communities in the UK, US.  Their creativity and original syncopated beat enriched with heartfelt melodies and lyrics was the spirit of The  Windrush generation. Dennis was referred to as the Crowned Prince of Reggae music by his worldwide fan club.  He was the people’s superstar even before Bob Marley set the world on fire with his LP Catch a Fire and Concrete Jungle.  World Famous Radio 1 DJ David Ram Jam Roddigan is one of his biggest fans. Suzette Newman Head of Island Records in 1980 to 2005 right hand to Chris Blackwell founder and CEO of Island Records said Dennis Brown would not commit to one large record company, he was always off doing too many deals with his small independent labels but this just increased his popularity, the people loved him even more.

Toots and the Maytals
In my view Toots and the Maytals are the original performers of reggae music, they created a song in 1968 called Reggay Reggay and is arguably the first to coin the name that evolved to Reggae. Toots and the Maytals music was embraced all over the world and their first hit in the USA Billboard in 1966 the year after Bob Marley according to  Rolling Stone Magazine.  However Toots is older than Marley and initially Marley supported Toots and the Maytals but Blackwell considered Marley more marketable than Toots and Marley ended up having the first hit because he was promoted more heavily.  Toots toured the world successfully for 20 years then saw his band peak consistently after British bands like The Clash and The Specials covered Pressure Drop  with the Specials also covering his  song Monkey Man:  a typical example of the white or mixed heritage bands covering black bands music and the black bands not getting the recognition or the success for their creativity.

Desmond Decker  
Desmond Decker and the Aces Lyrics like the Israelites is a seminal song that worldwide reminds people that they are not alone in their struggle to pay the man to feed their children to have a life.  Desmond and the Aces wrote lyrics and melodies that were touching and beats that made you want to dance, and forget your troubles and find a new freedom. Desmond’s authentic voice his personification and his captivating stage presence once seen could never be forgotten. Lyrics like “A it Mek” brought a new dialect to the massive English speaking world.  Dekker wrote the song 007 that was a massive hit and signalled that those were trying times with the youth looting and shooting and fighting against oppression and subversion.   
Geraint Jarman
[bookmark: _Hlk8112056]This concert is in Wales, it only seems right that we have the legendary Geraint Jarman playing at this concert.  Jarman grew up in Cardiff – He has written and sang reggae songs in the Welsh language, proof that reggae, spreading to the people in other parts of the world in their own languages, away from Patois, English and into indigenous languages. His passion for reggae saw him put his own spin on great works like Marley’s ‘’Gotta Keep On Movin’’ and named his Welsh  version Rocers  by Bob Marley and the Wailers.  Jarman wrote his own songs such, “Gwesty Cymru” and “Ethiopia Newydd”.  In a programme by Griff Lynch on S4C,  Lynch called “Jarman”, one of the most well, known icons of Welsh rock.  In an article in The Daily Post, by Eryl Crump 8th August 2018, praising Jarman ‘s performance in the National Eisteddfod in Cardiff last year, all be it a surprise choice of headliner, seeing Jarman perform again on a national stage,
 “Like most musicians he had taken a step back by the late 1980’s but the man who has influenced generations of Welsh musicians to stand by their mother tongue had never given up performing.”  

Linton Kwesi Johnson LKJ
The wordsmith Johnson is the political conscience of this festival, he is aware of the effects / connections of the calming and inspiring effect of reggae in situations of diaspora where communities introduced to the sonorous rhythms and the soothing tones of the bass in reggae created a defence against worries and gave hope.
· [bookmark: _Hlk8112452]Author: Layne, Louisa OlufsenDescription: Degree: This thesis examines the relationship between postcolonial politics and aesthetics in Linton Kwesi Johnson’s poetry :
‘’Johnson is inspired by reggae music, and he discusses how reggae can inspire a new literary form. In the poems, bass and rhythm can transform people and the society they live in. …. Johnson, and of many postcolonial authors in general, tend to extract explicit political messages from the texts.’’
[bookmark: _Hlk8046717]


The Conclusion.

The Ackee fruit, the symbol of this concert is poisonous if eaten raw, it needs to be prepared, once it is ackee is delicious and that can be equated to the principles of this concert; knowledge in the wrong hands, using the wrong line of thought can be dangerous.   
This Concert would be a success despite radio station not playing the reggae music on the radio.  It was highlighted on BBC 1 Reggae Britannica by Janet Kaye and Dennis Bovell that Reggae music wasn’t played on main stream BBC unless played in a pop format by white bands such as UB40.  Robin Campbell of UB40 claimed that because they were British just like the black British reggae artists there was nothing wrong with them playing reggae music and that is true however it is wrong that the bands that inspired UB40 did not receive the same recognition and media coverage because they were black. This was resented by Aswad and Steel Pulse, black bands who had huge fan base, were playing to sell out festivals, sold millions of records and they couldn’t get the air play in their home  the UK, where they were born.  However LKJ who was part of The Windrush generation will play at this concert and the only white artist will perform in his native Welsh tongue.
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