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AIM(S)

· To enable students to examine the literary representation and construction of  subjectivity and otherness, ‘art’ and ‘nature’, body and soul, love and conflict in the English writings of seventeenth-century authors, and to place their texts firmly in relation to their philosophical, religious, ideological, and socio-political contexts, particularly in relation to discourses of humanity and divinity; the private and the public; political and religious belief and tolerance, and the conflicts of the English Civil War.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· demonstrate a secure understanding of a range of early modern English texts, literary genres, and topics intrinsic to the understanding of early modern literature;
· demonstrate a secure knowledge of the range of literary representations of subjectivity and otherness, ‘art’ and ‘nature’, body and soul, love and conflict in the early modern period;
· demonstrate an ability to interrelate literature with other aspects of early modern culture and with social, political, intellectual, and religious history.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

· The module begins around 1630 and ends with the publication of Milton’s twelve–book Paradise Lost in 1674, providing students with the opportunity to study some of the wide variety of literary (and some non-literary) texts produced in the mid-seventeenth century, typically including prose treatises, love lyrics, pastoral and religious lyric poetry, odes and elegies, dialogue poems and epic. Prominent among the authors studied are likely to be Milton, Carew, Marvell, Vaughan, Phillips, and Traherne.
· In the study of literary texts, attention will be paid to some or all of the following: language and meaning; genre and convention; formal qualities such as metre and rhyme; style and the nature of literary influence; rhetoric and argument (particularly the role of oppositions and dichotomies); manuscript and print production; literary circles and coteries; editing, critical evaluation, and the critical grouping of writers.
· The critical interpretation and historical contextualisation of early modern literature will involve examining its relation to (and production of) discourses such as those of subjectivity and otherness, art and nature, body and soul, erotic and divine love, reason and passion, and the private and the public; concepts of identity, authorship, expression, narration and poetic/speaking voice; the relationships between tropes or understandings of the present and the (classical, historical, biblical and literary) past; political and religious belief and ideology, controversy and tolerance, and the conflicts of the English Civil War between Royalists and Republicans, Puritans and High-Church Anglicans.
LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	48
	24%

	Independent learning
	152
	76%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1

	☐	Written exam
	☐	Coursework
	☒	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	In-class seminar presentation
	9 minutes 
	30%




Assessment Component 2

	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Essay
	3,500 words
	70%



Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	70%

	Practical
	30%

	TOTAL
	100%
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