	
	
	



Each depiction of Alexander’s meetings with the Amazons is unique from another, each account being heavily influenced by the understanding and culture existing from its author – to Imperial Rome, or Christianised Europe during the Middle Ages; each serve to build our historical understanding of the figure of Alexander, and some of the mythos that surrounds him: like his meeting with the Queen of the Amazons, Talestris. 

Quintus Curtius Rufus is one of the three so called ‘vulgate’ writers of the Alexandrian myth,[footnoteRef:1] writing during the first century, he was a roman historian, although exact dating cannot be certain.[footnoteRef:2] His writing is classified as a primary source for the Alexandrian mythos – despite being written well after the death of Alexander, the original sources he would have been adapting from, the true primary sources, have been lost to history, but he does reference Cleitarchus, who wrote an eye witness accounts which have been lost, perhaps hinting at his sources for The Historae. [footnoteRef:3] The Historiae presents itself as a biography, and the details of the meeting with Talestris are focused heavily on the background of the Amazons. The very first section of the meeting with the Amazons is identified by the translator as a throwback to the Aeneid;[footnoteRef:4] this helps with dating the source but can also help to understand the audience this was designed for. The Aeneid was designed to be consumed by the upper classes, those who were literate or could afford to hire someone to read them for entertainment. Quintus Curtius Rufus’ audience is evidently within the same sphere.[footnoteRef:5]  The account of their meeting reads like a historical source, detailing the location of the Amazons country, Queen Talestris is described as ‘fired with a desire to meet the king,’[footnoteRef:6] she approaches Alexander with three hundred amazons. Upon her arrival she dismounts ‘carrying two lances in her right hand,’[footnoteRef:7] a reference to the Amazon’s fighting prowess. Quintius Curtius Rufus then details the clothing of the Amazons, and that their right breast is ‘seared,’[footnoteRef:8] so their combat prowess is improved – this does not work to improve actual combat,[footnoteRef:9] but does allow the audience to understand how dedicated they are to their craft, and the descriptions of clothing allow for these women to be understood as barbaric.[footnoteRef:10] Talestris, upon sizing up Alexander, requests that they sleep together, so that they may conceive a child – if it is a boy, Alexander keeps him if it is a girl, they go with their mother. Alexander agrees, and for thirteen days they attempt to conceive a child. Afterwards the Amazonian queen leaves, returning to her kingdom.[footnoteRef:11]  [1:  N. G. L. Hammond, Three historians of Alexander the Great : the so-called Vulgate authors, Diodorus, Justin, and Curtius (Cambridge University Press, 1983, this edition 1985)]  [2:  E. Baynham, Alexander the great: The Unique History of Quintus Curtius, (University of Michigan, 1998, this edition published 2001) p.1]  [3:  N. G. L. Hammond, Three historians of Alexander the Great : the so-called Vulgate authors, Diodorus, Justin, and Curtius (Cambridge University Press, 1983, this edition 1985) pp. 160-165]  [4:  J.C. Rolfe, Quintus Curtius Rufus, History Of Alexander (Loeb translation by Rolfe - two volumes in one), ( Harvard University Press, 1946, this edition printed in 1971) p.47. Footnotes]  [5:  Pers Comm. James Miller (Head of Classics Philosophy and Religious Studies at Durham Sixth Form Centre)]  [6:  J.C. Rolfe, Quintus Curtius Rufus, History Of Alexander (Loeb translation by Rolfe - two volumes in one), (Harvard University Press, 1946, this edition printed in 1971) Book 6.25]  [7:  J.C. Rolfe, Quintus Curtius Rufus, History Of Alexander (Loeb translation by Rolfe - two volumes in one), (Harvard University Press, 1946, this edition printed in 1971) Book 6.26-27]  [8:  J.C. Rolfe, Quintus Curtius Rufus, History Of Alexander (Loeb translation by Rolfe - two volumes in one), (Harvard University Press, 1946, this edition printed in 1971) Book 6.28]  [9:   Author has personal experience shooting a bow]  [10:  J.C. Rolfe, Quintus Curtius Rufus, History Of Alexander (Loeb translation by Rolfe - two volumes in one), (Harvard University Press, 1946, this edition printed in 1971) Book 6.29 (They are actively described as Barbarians after the depiction of their clothing and practices)]  [11:  J.C. Rolfe, Quintus Curtius Rufus, History Of Alexander (Loeb translation by Rolfe - two volumes in one), (Harvard University Press, 1946, this edition printed in 1971) Book 6.32] 

The Historia de Preliis, or the History of Alexander’s battles, was translated in the 900s by Leo of Naples, under the commission of John III of Naples, the original text was translated from Greek to Latin, and can be described as ‘clumsy’ it’s it attempts,[footnoteRef:12] it is the most prevalent of the Alexander Romance novels,[footnoteRef:13] it was originally published as  Nativitas et victoria Alexandri Magni regis, but again all original manuscripts have been lost.[footnoteRef:14] The recensions we have now are identified as I1, I2, I3 and all contain slight differences additions or omissions,[footnoteRef:15] for this essay I am looking into the I1 version only. Alexander’s encounter with the Amazons focuses on a series of three letters exchanged between Alexander and the queen, the first of which is sent by Alexander; detailing his victories over the other nations and demanding a tribute from the queen.[footnoteRef:16] Queen Talestris responds with the amazon’s own list of accomplishments, and details the sexual nature of their activity, specifically, how they procreate,[footnoteRef:17] this feels like a reference to the previous Alexander novels, specifically that Queen Talestris seeks out Alexander for the sake of procreation – although the actions of them sleeping together never takes place in this extract, in fact the two never meet. Alexander laughs at her response, although there is no context to explain what the laughter is due to: a woman claiming to be able to beat him or the listing of Amazonian sexual habits. The final letter, a response from Alexander details his solution to the problem, he swears on his father Hammon, and on several Greek deities that no harm will come to them, if they stand in their river so the two sides may converse.[footnoteRef:18] The amazon’s then send him, a tribute, and ’with peace established, Alexander began to move on.’[footnoteRef:19]  [12:  R. T. Pritchard, The history of Alexander's battles : (Historia de preliis - the J1 version) (institute of Mediaeval Studies, 1992) p. 7]  [13: Ibid. 7]  [14:  Ibid.7]  [15:  Ibid. 10]  [16:  Ibid. 77 (Book 3.82)]  [17:  Ibid. 77 (Book 3.83)]  [18:  Ibid. 79 (Book 3.84)]  [19:  Ibid. 79 (Book 3.84)] 

Walter di Chatillion’s Alexandris, was designed to fit into the traditional concept of an epic, written in the 11th Century, in Latin, the writing attempts to follow the same ideas as epic Greek poetry,[footnoteRef:20] written in prose, Walter drew most of his inspiration from Quintus Curtius Rufus, often taking portions that the historian had written and twisting them around into prose.[footnoteRef:21] On the other hand, Walter attempts to Christianise Alexander, the Macedonian king follows more Christianised ideas of chivalry and honour.[footnoteRef:22] Book eight begins by setting our period, this having happened 333 BCE, three days after Alexander’s win against Mammon,[footnoteRef:23] it is on this time that Queen Talestris visits the king, she is ’aflame in her desire to see’ Alexander, a very similar metaphor the Quintius Curtius Rufus’, ‘fired with a desire to meet the king’.[footnoteRef:24] The description of her dismounting and her clothing is almost identical again to Quintus Curtius Rufus. This is a product of the period in which the Alexandris, was written, as a show of status writers would often quote historical writings or their peers to flatter them or to show how well read, they were.[footnoteRef:25] The amazons themselves are given one unique epithet by Walter, as he describes them as ’virgins’,[footnoteRef:26] exactly why isn’t clear, as the demands of their queen to have a child with Alexander juxtapose this statement.[footnoteRef:27]  [20:  D. Townsend, The "Alexandreis" of Walter of Chatilon: A Twelfth-Century Epic, (University of Pennsylvania Press, 1996) pp. Xvi-xvii]  [21:  Ibid. xvii]  [22:  Pers. Comm.  Isaac Law]  [23:  Ibid. 131 (Book 8.1-2)]  [24:  J.C. Rolfe, Quintus Curtius Rufus, History Of Alexander (Loeb translation by Rolfe - two volumes in one), (Harvard University Press, 1946, this edition printed in 1971) Book 6.2]  [25:  Freeman, E., Narratives of a New Order : Cistercian Historical Writing in England, 1150-1220 (Belgium: Brepols, 2002), p. 155.]  [26:  D. Townsend, The "Alexandreis" of Walter of Chatilon: A Twelfth-Century Epic, (University of Pennsylvania Press, 1996) p.131 (Book 8.11)]  [27:  Ibid. 132 (Book 8.43-47) ] 


Quintus Curtius Rufus’ is the closet we have to a truthfully historical source about the life of Alexander, and the informational tone of his writing reflects that, even when writing about a group of people most people assume to be entirely mythical. Leo the Archpriests translation of Greek text, and its status as a prevalent part of the Alexander Romance show a more measured and medieval chivalric idea of Alexander’, one who does not sleep, nor meet the Amazons in person, and Walter of Chatillon's epic poetry, taking historical ques from his predecessor show the build-up of the myths around Alexander the great – and how he progressed for true historical figure into a legend. 
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