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The modern music industry is complicated by the differences involved in each style, with classical singers finding work in more sophisticated and private venues, and contemporary singers reliant on original releases and live, public performances. Singers need key skills to successfully find work. 

Singers must be open to feedback and constructive criticism - negative feedback is an opportunity to learn from mistakes. Teachers and coaches are supportive, wanting students to develop themselves; singers must take advice and use it to improve, celebrating their victories. Feedback prepares singers for work in the music industry. 

Audition skills and etiquette are important for classical singers. Singers must choose songs they are confident in performing that are appropriate for audition context, will impress judges, and flaunt their uniqueness, as well as be polite, respectful and open. Practice and research makes conveying emotion easier, and stress management supports singer confidence through being relaxed. Auditions open gateways to successful performance careers.

Live performances provide contemporary performers chances to showcase their skills and expand their opportunities. They must consider audience interests, relevancy of pieces, and display confidence and emotion for emotion-provoking performances. By connecting with and understanding audiences and considering the context, singers grow as performers and gain traction in the live music industry. Live performances are opportunities to widen audiences when releasing original pieces.

Branding and self-promotion are important when releasing original music. Technologies such as YouTube and Spotify enable singers to connect with larger audiences through accessible online presence. Technology supports singers to produce unique sounds and develop personas that can be showcased in live, video and online performances, making it easier to stand out. Staying consistent and true to a unique brand is key. 

In the music industry, opportunities lead to development and a singer’s growth relies on making the most of each one. Practicing these important skills of developing through feedback, being knowledgeable in setting and context, and being unique and confident, classical and contemporary performers can thrive in the music industry.
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