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The purpose of the task is to look at and review the provision of tourism and leisure aimed at the international tourism market in one chosen area within the United Kingdom. The United Kingdom is made up of four countries which are Wales, Scotland, England and Ireland. Tourism plays a huge role in the United Kingdom and it also benefits the economy each year. In the last four years over £217 billion pounds were made from the industry. Based on research, over 40.9 million tourists were from overseas, mainly from the United States. The income from international visits adds up to £28.5 billion. The most visited place was London. In 2017, over 1.72 million jobs were created just for the tourism industry. The area chosen is Scotland and within Scotland alone they have seen fourteen million people each year, where 3.5 million of that number were international tourists. The tourism sector is estimated to be around £10.5 billion. In Scotland, it is believed that they employ more than 218,000 people. Employment is a big part in the tourism sector without employment, tourist would not spend which would affect the tourism industry within Scotland. 
Overall, tourism has developed in Scotland from an early period of time although the first international tourist didn’t arrive in Scotland till the late 60s we can say that tourism has changed since Scotland was first discovered in 843 AD and even before. Tourism in Scotland began in 10,000BC during the stone age as man would go out hunting for fish and wild animals, then when the Romans empire began in 124AD that’s when people started to enjoy leisure, people started to go to the coliseum to be spectators and to watch sports. A huge development happened during the Great War when fashion, music, alcohol and cigarettes became a huge part of tourism. People started going on cruise ships and the rich had motor cars, this gave them the chance to travel around Scotland. During the 1920s, women started to have rights so this allowed them to make their own decisions. Between the 1970s-2020 there has been developments with overseas holidays and adventure holidays. Technology has improved a lot allowing international tourists to travel better within Scotland. 
“Edinburgh is the second highest country in the United Kingdom compared to London with the number of international tourists”. (etag.co.uk) The top attractions for international tourists that make them want to visit Scotland is attractions such as the Edinburgh Castle, The Royal Yacht Britannia, Fort William and Ben Nevis etc. This totals to 34% of international tourists and over 62% want to visit the Edinburgh castle. 
Scotland is one of the most popular location to visit in the world, its known for its breath-taking landscapes, it has many different attractions such as the Edinburgh Castle. The castle was first formed in 1103 but the castle was built on rocks which was formed by a volcanic eruption several million years ago, the castle is 900 years old. Scotland is known to have a rich culture and the castle holds events such as the international festival, where many performers from around the world get to perform. They also hold events for New Year celebrations which to Scotland is called Hogmanay, celebrations last up to three days. These celebrations are normally taken place at the castle itself but due to the Coronavirus the event had to move online and could be witnessed by people worldwide. Events in the castle attracts millions of tourists and many international tourists, in recent events the castle has seen over two million people and just half of them were international tourists. Over 13% of visitors to the castle came from France whereas a further 19% were from China and Germany. “the castle has been the most visited over the past few years and the amount has increased by over a fifth from 131 million in 2010 to 161 million in 2016”. (etag.co.uk)
Another key location in Scotland is The Museum of Edinburgh, the museum was formed in 2006 but construction on the museum dated back to 1861 and completion of the museum was finished in 1866 and then again in 1998. The museum is formed within two buildings. It is also known as the ‘speakers house’ which was named by the writer Robert Chambers. The museum roughly brings in 400,000 tourists each year. 
Tourism in Scotland has seen a decline from overnight visitors these visitors come from all around Great Britain and from Scotland itself or from overseas. “In 2016 there were almost 14.3 million visitors in Scotland”. (Gov.uk) Around 11.5 million were from the United Kingdom and a further 2.7 million were from overseas. The trends of tourism have been up and down and between 2011 and 2016 these numbers seen a 9% decline in overnight visitors from the United Kingdom whereas there was an increase in international overseas by 17% and within these international tourists came from the USA. International tourists tend to stay longer as they can explore different parts of Scotland, Scotland has seen a 36% increase with international tourists staying for longer than seven days this is because many tourists come to the United Kingdom for a holiday and they don’t just stay in one place, they like to explore and see what Scotland has to offer. 
The different sectors in Scotland such as public, private and voluntary, starting with the voluntary sector there are over 24,000 charities in Scotland ranging from local charities to international charities an example of a charity is the Big Lottery Fund which raises funds for the National Lottery to organizations across Scotland and to other parts of the UK. The charity has raised over £70 million to around 2000 groups every single year and these organizations are coastal communities which supports economic development and another is poverty reductions which aims to reduce poverty in Scotland. The public sector in Scotland employs up to 500,000 people an example of the public sector is public bodies this is just one type of the organization this is forces such as the police, fire and health services and local Government. In Scotland there is current 128 in direct control. These services play an important role in the public eye. The public sector provides funding to the public bodies so they are able to deliver and promote. On the other hand, the private sector “has hit an all-time record” (insider.co.uk). The numbers have risen significantly over the years from 279,940 in 2007 to 356,550 in 2019. The number of businesses in Scotland has risen nearly a quarter from the period 2007-2019. Although last year in 2020 the number of businesses has declined due to the current pandemic of the coronavirus as the economy has taken a huge hit. 
The current pandemic in the United Kingdom has affected tourists all round especially international tourists visiting Scotland. Different places in the world have got a quarantine list especially places such as Australia, Canada and the USA. Canada has a restriction in place where they stop tourists from making unnecessary journeys and anyone who does travel has to quarantine for 14 days. Within Europe travelling has started again with air and ferry transports starting up again. The coronavirus hit Scotland in the spring and Scotland has over 15,000 tourist businesses and has a total of 218,000 employees who make up a total of 8.3% of the workforce. Due to the lockdowns in the United Kingdom businesses have taken effect as they’ve had to close; they are not seeing that many tourists within the area. 
Overall, looking at Scotland and how international tourism has been affective to the country it has benefited Scotland significantly over the years, it has been a huge part of the economy of Scotland and also a huge part of the workforce. Although the current pandemic has hit Scotland and the tourism industry hard, it still has a great future. There are six main drives to Scotland tourism and how international tourism will improve over 50 years. There are three main points and they are population growth, environmental sustainability and aging demographics. World population is meant to rise by 37%. The change in population will allow growth of the economy and to improve facilities for tourists both domestic and international. By 2069, Scotland is expected to retain its historical features and to have a different climate by introducing tidal energy. Major cities in Scotland will be expected to merge creating mass gathering of international tourists. Scotland is expected to increase growth international tourists as far as the east of the world, there will likely be more visitors from China and from India and they will continue to welcome international tourists from North America. The biggest benefit that Scotland will see is the improvement in transport, as by 2040 there should be flights five times the speed of sound which would get you from New York to Edinburgh in 2 hours rather than 8 hours. “cruise tourism will still be highly popular” (visitScotland.co.uk), the cruise industry is known as the cities of the seas. 
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