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	Target 1
	Check your referencing technique and use these when you write.
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	Consider using your reading to support your views, and then you can find further research or documentation to argue your points to the reader.
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	Proof read your work and use educational texts to model a more academic style of writing. Try to avoid everyday language in an academic essay.
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 Introduction
 During my time on this module I have gained a lot of new teaching ideas and strategies which I can take on board in my classroom in the future. I have also gained lots of experience in a classroom, gained confidence in myself to teach in large groups and do whole class activites. I have also had to deal with some difficult and upset pupils at times. It has allowed me to explore and gain a greater understanding of the curriculum by using it and following it day to day and also helping the class teacher plan the enhanced provision each week. The new curriculums (Foundation Phase Framework, 2015) (Introduction - Hwb, 2020) (Scotland, 2020) main aim is to rethink what and how children should be taught and why they should be taught in these certain areas. In relation to the four purposes of the new curriculum for Wales 2020. Ambitious capable learners, I have an understanding in the way in which pupils learn and how to maintain a positive working attitude towards their work. Enterprising, creative contributors. I have gained lots of experiences within the classroom of how to make lessons more creative and unique by using different resources to make it more exciting for the pupils and to keep them engaged with the task in hand. Ethical informed citizens, I had the opportunity to make informed decisions about my teaching within the classroom alongside the class teacher when needed and also experienced the pupils making the right choices in a difficult or trying situation when needed. Healthy, confident individuals, I have gained a much greater understanding of the importance of emotional well-being with in the classroom and how a happy pupil develops much more of a positive attitude towards work and activities set than an unhappy pupil. This proves to me that any issues or problems with an individual in the classroom need to be resolved as soon as possible if not immediately so they are ready to learn and participate in the activities with the other pupils. The Foundation Phase (Foundation Phase Framework, 2015) focuses on seven areas of learning for pupils ages two to five. Theses seven areas of learning are personal and social development, language, literacy and communications skills, mathematical development, Welsh language development, knowledge and understanding of the World, physical development and creative development. These seven areas of learning are developed through active learning and hands on activities both indoors and outdoors during the school day. I have gained experience teaching in these seven areas whilst on placement once again both indoors and outdoors. The three pedagogic principles I am taking into consideration during this assignment are, good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching, good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest, good teaching and learning ranges within and across areas of learning and experience. I will use thoeries, research and my own experiences whilst on placement throughout this assignment to support me. 

 Main body 
 Donaldson (Effective and appropriate pedagogy | Unesco IIEP Learning Portal, 2019) reviewed the national curriculum and assessment arrangements in Wales in 2015 and as an outcome of this he created his report ‘successful futures’. This is where Donaldson spoke about 12 pedological principles. Pedagogy means the interaction between the teacher, pupils and the learning environment (Husbands, 2012). This is also the same as the Reggio Emilia (College, 2016) approach as there are three core principles the child, the environment and the teacher without any one of these core principles nothing would run smoothly, they all need each other in order to work. The first two pedological principles I am going to look at are good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching and good teaching and learning ranges within and across areas of learning and experience. 
 Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching. This means that teachers should have traditional ways of teaching and discovery learning or constructivism ways of teaching. This will allow the teacher to have a range of different approaches and they will be able to pick and select the relevant one that will work best to the topic that they are teaching or the activity they are setting up. Good teaching and learning ranges within and across areas of learning and experience. This means that teachers will no longer go off timetabled lessons. Connections should be made throughout different areas of learning this will reinforce the learning and experiences. Connections can also be made through the use of the same questions or the use of the same skill used within areas of learning and experiences. For example if a teacher was going to teach a math lesson about money they could incorporate it into the role play area of the classroom therefore it will also help to develop the pupils oracy skills. There are a number of different strategies and techniques used in classrooms that involve effective pedagogies. These can include whole class activities, structured group activities, guided learning and individual work. Effective pedagogies depend on what teachers do, know and the way in which they act and deliver a lesson. Effective pedagogies build on prior learning and effective pedagogies should take the diverse needs of a range of learners into consideration. Foundation Phase pupils develop a number of their skills through play as it gives them a sense of adventure. Froebel (About Froebel | Early Education, 2017) believed that learning through play will help the pupil be able to help construct their understanding of the world. He believed that learning through play was the highest way in which a child can develop. They can learn essential skills such as sharing, problem solving and being able to work with others through play. There are a number of different areas in which the pupils can learn through play. These areas are sand, play dough, water, singing and dancing, drawing and painting, role play and a construction area. Maria Montessori (Maria Montessori Theory | Montessori Education Principles | Daily Montessori, 2015) suggested the children do not necessarily need planned lessons in order to learn, they need to absorb things through play and experiences when they want to. Montessori called this absorbent mind. The teacher will have the responsibility to set the classroom area up nicely and the pupils will decide if they want to take part or not. It is up the pupils if they want to take part in the activity or not. They should not be forced to do anything that they do not wish to do. Teachers can support the pupils whilst learning through play by engaging with the children, explaining the task and by asking them questions throughout the task. This will show the pupils that the teachers are invested in them and therefore the pupils will have respect for the teachers, enjoy the activity and want to do more for the teachers. Teachers teach in a cross curricular way this means that they plan themes that can cover skills that can be developed in the learning areas across the curriculum. Teachers do this by linking patterns and information between all of the activities that are set up for the pupils to use each week. This will help the pupils to develop their knowledge through interconnected activities. Teachers teach in a cross curricular way as it allows the pupils to take initiative in the activities, to have discussions and debates about how they are going to complete each task effectively.

 The third pedological principle from Donaldsons Successful Futures report that I am going to look at is good teaching and learning sets tasks and select resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest. This means that teachers must plan their lessons in advance and be able to interlink them to build on previous knowledge that the pupils have already gained in prior lessons. It is important to take into consideration when planning lessons pupil’s voice and the pupil’s interests. If you get the pupils interested in what you are going to be teaching from the beginning, then they will participate and have a positive attitude towards the activities set. Article 12 (Scotland, 2017) states the opinion of a child should be considered everywhere including their home, workplace and school environment. This means that teachers have the responsibility to listen to the pupil’s opinions and what they are interested in to help them lesson plan and come up with themes for each term. Although sometimes pupil voice can be challenging, the class teacher may struggle to come up with an agreement with the class. If the teacher is dealing with a large number of pupils in the class with different opinions and interests it can cause conflict and disagreements within the class and that is not an environment the teacher would want her class to turn into. The teacher would then have to come up with some sort of solution to deal with this issue for example doing one theme this term and one next term, flipping a coin, having a class vote or the teacher just having to make the final decision. Maria Montessori (Maria Montessori Theory | Montessori Education Principles | Daily Montessori, 2015) states that the pupils independence is important, they should have the opportunity to choose what they want to do and what activities that they take part in, they should not be led to complete a certain activity they should gravitate towards it. This will help to boost their self-confidence and esteem.  Whilst on placement every Wednesday after school finishes the Foundation Phase teachers would have a meeting to discuss planning each week and possible themes for the future. I had the opportunity to attend these meetings. They discussed new things that interest the pupils such as new movies and television programmes, new activities and clubs the pupils were attending outside of school and just general conversation the pupils were having that the teachers picked up on. They then tried to incorporate some of these interests into their lesson plan. For example, dinosaurs were a popular interest in the Foundation Phase so the teachers planned a whole term around the dinosaur theme with different activities based on dinosaurs in all of the different stations in the classroom and also outside of the classroom in the school yard. The Reggio Emilia (College, 2016) approach states that the outdoor space and environment is just as important as indoors and pupils should have the opportuinty to move freely outdoors and explore the environment at their own pace. Forest Schools is a good environment to take the pupils to learn outside. Forest Schools (Forest School: 9 ways children benefit from learning and playing outside, 2020) allows the pupils to be able to build confidence, improve physical fitness, improve mental health and will simply allow the pupils to experience a different learning environment. My placement school used the forest school area regularly and based activities on the current theme that they were teaching.  This term it was dinosaurs so the class teacher tried to incorporate dinosaurs into the activities set in the forest school. For example, the teacher made a scavenger hunt with dinosaur eggs some were spotty, stripey, different colours or plain and they had to find all the eggs in order to win a treat. The treat was an extra story before home time. Although they changed the activities each week the theme of dinosaurs would stay the same for the whole term. The pupils are then excited about the activities prepared for them as it is based on a topic that they are interested in. This was seen in placement school as dinosaurs seemed to be a popular subject in the classroom and the pupils could not wait to take part in the activities especially the creative ones where they could make something and take it home to show their parents.





 
Conclusion
 There are a number of challenges that schools and also teachers will face due to the change with the new curriculum and just simply in general. Each issue the school faces they will have to solve it in order to maintain a happy classroom and a happy school. For example (Why play matters - Family Lives, 2016) (Rymanowicz, 2015) one of the main issues that schools will face due to the new curriculum is it is child led this means that the pupils will have a large input into what, how and when they are going to be learning. But the pupils will need guidance off the teachers, help and support throughout the activities and challenges set. Another issue that schools could face due to the new curriculum is teachers preferring teaching following to the old curriculum therefore not excepting change very easily even if it is the best option. This will make it difficult for some schools to follow the new curriculum if they have older and more traditional members of staff working there. Another issue may be the classroom size or space available to teach in. In my placement school space was not an issue. The classroom was big enough to fit in all the planned activities and the school yard was also big enough to use for planned activities and had plenty of resources I could use to teach my lessons as well as bringing in some of my own. Although in some schools classroom space and outdoor space is a struggle and this factor alone may prevent them from following the new curriculum properly. Pupils’ attitudes towards work is also another issue that schools may face. If pupils are not engaged with their work and tasks set then they are not going to do very well and are not going to be prepared for Key Stage 2 or Comprehensive School. The Foundation Phase team could have meetings with the Key Stage 2 team to gain an understanding on Key Stage 2, what topics and themes they are teaching and gain ideas on how to prepare the Foundation Phase pupils for Key Stage 2. Another major issue that schools face is technology. Although the pupils can adapt quickly to technology and are usually very good at using it, it can have its disadvantages as pupils get distracted by technology easily and go off task whilst using it. This means that the class teachers would have to constantly be watching over the school I pads for example to make sure that the pupils do not go off task when using them. Parent involvement is also another big challenge that schools face. Some parents or guardians cannot wait to get involved in their child’s school life by offering to help out when there is different activities and events happening such as Christmas concerts, Easter celebrations and World Book Day. Whereas there are other pupils in the class whose parents or guardians are hardly seen for the whole time the child is in school. Class teachers and the school has to take this into account when they ask the pupils to come in dressed up for World Book Day or when they ask for help at home to make their Christmas concert costumes for example because some parents are far more invested into their child’s education than others. Not only will parent involvement be a challenge but also family factors for the schools. What is happening at home will have a big impact on the way in which the pupils behave and acts in the classroom. If a pupil is dealing with something at home for example, parents having a divorce then they will not have a positive attitude towards school work whilst trying to manage their emotions about the situation in hand, which is understandable but the school may not know about the situation. Overall schools face a lot of difficult challenges day to day and are going to be facing some new changes due to the new curriculum which will overall benefit schools if they follow it properly.
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