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Abstract: Contemporary art is characterized by diversity, experimentation and concern for society, culture and philosophy. The author reviews two of his works and analyzes whether they are contemporary and his thoughts on art creation. The first work is an installation that uses flowing wax water to express the spiritual anxiety and nihilism of people in Chinese society. The second work is a ceramic sculpture that uses black and yellow colors to express issues of humanity, existence and perception. The author believes that contemporary artists are characterized by diversity, experimentation, and social, cultural, and philosophical engagement, rather than simply being categorized as "modern".

Contemporary art is a broad term encompassing a wide range of artistic expressions that emerged in the late 20th and early 21st centuries. It is often characterized by diversity, experimentation, and social, cultural, and philosophical engagement. The most common forms of contemporary art include installation art, earth art, public art, sculpture, and design. In this essay, I will look back at my past works and analyze whether they are contemporary or not, and how I can better create art in the future.

[image: ]First, I am showing my undergraduate graduation work (Picture 1). This piece is influenced by Anish Kapoor in the form of the work. At the top of the piece, heated wax water flows out. The wax water then flows up a ladder to the bottom tray and then back down through a small hole in the bottom into the heater of the container. This is a circular process. The wax water will flow from the top into the container and later be pumped through the machine to the top. It was a cycle. It suggests the rules by which a society operates. The red wax water is a metaphor for blood, for life. In this cycle, the wax water that cannot return to the bottom is left on the ladder forever. And the rest of the wax water will repeat the process until they stay on the ladder. Picture 1


In other words, the whole piece is wrapped in nihilism; the top represents human desire, but this is fictionalized. When we step outside the system, we can't look for meaning beyond the top.

In the past, I have experimented with many materials, such as stone carving, wood carving, glass, installation and video. I hope to enrich my familiarity with materials while expanding my mind. Now, I mainly study the characteristics of ceramic materials and try to combine them with my own concepts.

[image: ]This work (Picture 2) is heavily influenced by semiotics, color psychology and philosophy, and presents a unique reflection on human nature, existence and perception. The hole in the face can also be seen as an entrance to the inner world of the mind or a window to the outside world, suggesting that human perception and thought are often influenced by external stimuli. The white line running from the middle of the mouth to the bottom can symbolize language and communication, as well as a core human idea or depth of being. The whole body of the portrait is black, which usually represents the concepts of mystery, silence and infinity. The bright yellow block on the face is like a light illuminating the darkness, representing knowledge, revelation and awakening of consciousness. The unrecognizable gender and bald design free the piece from societal labels and expectations, becoming a universal presence that transcends gender, race and culture.Picture 2


Am I a contemporary artist? Nowadays, it seems that the term "contemporary" can be applied to any art form. It seems that as long as a work is made now, it is "contemporary". But does "contemporary" really mean "modern"? I cannot make such a judgment. In the Chinese context, many scholars seem to be deliberately avoiding this question, and people are always more willing to summarize uncategorizable art as "contemporary art". This is certainly not reasonable, but I think the question of "am I a contemporary artist" is more about identity than categorization of art genres. If contemporary artists are characterized by diversity, experimentation, and participation in society, culture, and philosophy. Then this is really my way of working.
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