`Using empirical evidence, critically explore gender, racial or ethnic stereotyping within the media`.
Throughout this essay the author will critically explore stereotyping within the media, and the influences it has on the audience. Stereotyping itself is not all bad, as it attempts to simplify, in order to make sense of a complex environment. (Abraham & Appiah,2006). However, problems start when stereotypes are negative and are used to create false impressions about individuals or groups. (Abraham & Appiah,2006). Impression formation is a process an individual makes by which an overall judgement is made based of the information an individual see’s or hear, which are often based on traits, behaviours, and the type of exposure they have to information regarding an individual. A number of different research papers will be examined to see whether individuals stereotype against people based of their race and the colour of skin. A number of different studies look at the effects stereotyping has on black Americans linking them to crime. It have been published that the average person watches over 8,000 murder scene by the time a child finishes secondary school and a total of 200,000 crime related scenes by the time a child reaches eighteen, therefore it is critical that to see how the effects of social media has on an individuals perspective, and their attitudes towards crime. ("Television", 2019) A critical review will be made to see if the media has impacted on the way people are judged. It have been suggested that the media is the most powerful influence in attitude formation. (Elliot & Byrd, 1982) It have been suggested that media has become society’s voice. With the average American watching up to four hours of tv a day it have been questioned whether this has an effect on an individuals perception of people, and does it stereotype due to the amount of exposure the individual has. It have been stated that social media reflect dominant attitudes and prejudgments of individuals and groups. (Elliot & Byrd, 1982). When a stereotype is activated, it can often lead to individuals being bias, when information of individuals are receive. Therefore as a consequence, short-term priming, which is likely to have an  influence on subsequent group-related recall and decisions. (Hamilton et al 1994). According to Abraham & Appiah, (2006) they found that individuals who watch media coverage  are bombarded with  a number of different thoughts about numerous ethnic groups due to the power mass media holds to create, strengthen , which produce stereotypes and racial beliefs.
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Individuals play multiple roles throughout life. A number of these roles are influenced by gender, their employment status, their profession, their cultural beliefs. Others identify themselves by race, ethnicity or any other  joining groups that share the same characteristics . Many individuals join groups that they feel safe and secure in, whether this being a group of teachers, a team of rugby players, or even by the colour of their skin, all of which will have similar interests and expected to share normative behaviours. Individuals that have attitudes towards other groups, can often be label as being prejudice. Fishbein (1996) defined prejudice, as  individuals who have negative attitudes towards individuals from different groups. Fishbein, (1996) cited Milner, who also suggested that prejudice attitudes as unreasonable, unwarranted or narrow-minded dispositions towards other groups, which often are accompanied by stereotyping. He suggested by this, that all individuals within the group have the same views. Stereotyping exaggerates the consistency within a group and similar exaggerates the differences between their group and others. It have been suggested that individuals stereotype within groups to strengthen group cohesion and survival. Hamilton et al (1994) suggested that when a stereotype is activated, it can often lead to individuals being bias, when information of individuals are receive. Therefore as a consequence, short-term priming is made which have  associated  black individual and criminality, which is likely to have an  influence on subsequent group-related recall and decisions. Priming refers to the development of which recent activated information about a group is used in making subsequent judgements of group-related stimuli. The information that an individual receives is part of an associative system of connected schemas that are connected to memory. Through spreading activation, the priming of one node in a network spreads to other connected node. This is where stereotyping comes into play when media over display certain footage. (Domke et al., 1998, 1999; Valentino, 1999)
There have been a number of different studies suggesting that social media influences  certain messages triggering or intensify racial stereotypes. A number of different media sources have portrayed blackness and linked it to crime.(Lisa, 2005) therefore this have encouraged racial stereotyping. It have been noted in past studies and social media that even politicians have indicated that when they discuss crime they in fact talk about race .(Mark et al, 1997) Research that have looked at cognition have indicated that when white people see black faces they automatically stereotype due to the influences the media has on an individual and the publicity it portrays .(John et al, 1996). Holt, (2013) suggested in her research that racial stereotyping linking to crime is primary dominant due to the messages that social media deliver to individuals. Cognitive research have found that once the media has influenced an individual, their views and judgments stick, this have lead to white people judging black peoples behaviour  either in a positive or negative way.(Holt,2013) A study that looks at criminal offences that are based on race and ethnicity,  found that  the impact of social media had harmful racial stereotypes. March 2015 a local paper from the Lowa areas  wrote an article about two separate crimes that had been committed in their community (Herminston, 2015a, 2015b) two separate groups had been detained for burglary. The only  difference between the groups were the colour of their skin, one black group and one white group. The representation of the groups within the newspaper article portray the groups in completely different ways this lead to the stereotyping between groups. The white groups were represented with their professional  year books pictures, whereas the black group had mugshot photos displayed cross the papers. Heath & Gilbert, (1996) and Heath & Petraities, (1987)  suggested that when individuals are displayed using mugshots of individuals they are in fact already portraying the individual as being a criminal,  encouragement and influencing the audiences opinion. Therefore this is often lead to people stereotyping and judging them even without any evidence provided. Since there was a difference in appearance  many had questioned why. Throughout the media minority groups have been overrepresented  in criminal arrests compared to white individuals, however reports from the federal bureau on investigation reported that white people have a much higher arrest record.(Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), 2014) Tukachinski, Mastro, & Yarchi, (2015) found that when the media represented minority groups they were more favourable than when white people were represented. Therefore by the publicity portrayed by the media, it have been suggested that minority groups are often stereotyped which have a impact on the audiences , therefore the perception of minority groups amongst white groups  are influenced and they often see minority groups as being criminals based on their race/ colour of skin.( Castaneda, Fuentes-Bautista, & Baruch, 2015; Henry & Tator, 2005)
As crime stories take up 50% of media coverage,(Chermak, 1995) it can be suggested that people are often influenced by the stories they hear or see. Much of what individuals see or hear about crimes comes directly from the media, and by this reporters craft stories in a way to try and sway individuals opinions, possibly  forming an unbalanced understanding.(Chermak, 1994; Surette, 1992) Crime stories that are published by the media provide support for stereotypical images of innocence and guilt regarding minority groups, this then encourages the audience to view certain groups in certain ways connecting them to certain crimes.( Halloran, 1978; Tukachinski, 2015). Research that looked at the media coverage of Michael Brown who was shoot by a police officer, found that the media influenced the audience to stereotype against Michael Brown.(Chasmar, 2014) Although there was little research carried out on the specific type of information released about a victim that impacted the opinions surrounding such incidence. A sample size of 453 participants took part in a study on juror decision making for a small payment. Participants were assigned to read accounts on a number of different crimes committed, scenarios such as “the shooter discharged a semi-automatic gun several times, wounding the victim, police reported that the victim was unarmed at the time”. Other scenarios included conflicting reports which was designed to resemble ambiguity that were found in Michael Browns case. (Dixon & Maddox, 2005)The study was manipulated by using stereotypical names such as Darnell Jackson as a black name and Neil Schwartz as a typical white name. A number of 14 research assistance, eight of which were white females presented these scenarios to the participants. By using a 5-point scale the participants were asked questions to find out the acceptability the accurate qualities and their resemblances between different cases presented. The research found that when participants were given black stereotypic details about the victim, they viewed them as being at fault and the shooter being less at fault. (Dixon & Maddox, 2005) The research conclude that media coverage had a large part to play in the outcome of the research. It was suggested that the media shaped the way individuals felt about the victims and also how the blame was put on the victim due to the black stereotypical information given to the participants. The research also found that the black stereotypical information given about the victim also helped the shooter making them less at fault. This also backed up the research that was carried out by Grubb & Turner,(2012) when they looked at rape victims, they found that  stereotyping portrayed by the media found that the rapist was less at fault, due to the story provided to the public.(Hockett et al, 2015) Although the research backed up their idea more research is needed to back up their claims.  By using a likert scale it can be argued that participants were swayed in their judgement this could be due to the questions being asked, and individuals not understand the question, therefore participants are more likely to give a neutral response therefore not giving a true response, also participants were offered a payment which could of effected the way in which the participants answered the questions, as they could of given a false answer.
Another paper that looks at media coverage of individuals skin tone, found that social reality judgements were made, priming viewers to stereotype and think that black American were dangerous criminals, which also backed up the perious finding of Holt, (2013). Research carried out by Dixon et (2003) found that news reports often mispresented black American as criminals of crime and white individuals as being the victims. Dixon and Linz (2000a,200b) looked at reports of black and white criminals from the Los Angeles area. They found although there were only 21% of arrests made against black Americans the news reports overrepresented them on the news by 37%. Also reports showed that when black Americans were the victims of crime they were underrepresented by 23%.( Dixon& Linz 2000a,200b; Romer et al., 1998). This also backed up the claims found by Entman, (1992) where he also found that blacks were stereotyped against by over presenting them on tv linking them to crime. Research was carried out that looked at the priming stimulus in a lab setting, a total of one hundred and thirty participants took part. There were thirty eight males and ninety two, ninety five were white, fifteen black, ten Asian and five Hispanic and the other five presented themselves as multiracial. Participants were randomly put into one of four conditions. Participants were showed white individuals, light skin black individuals, medium skin black individuals, or dark skin black individuals, all of which had committed a crime, or was a victim of crime, prior to this they were asked how many hours they watched the news. All the participants then proceeded to watch a crime story that was presented on the news, the story featured black individuals with varied skin tones and a white perpetrator. After the news report the participants answered questions related to memory, questions such as their perceptions of the perpetrators and the victims. Their reports showed that participants who watched the news more often found that they were more affected and concerned when the perpetrators had black skin than white perpetrators. However they also showed the same affect and concern when black individuals were a victim of crime. The results also indicated that it didn’t matter how long individuals had been exposed to news they still they still remembered a black victim or a perpetrators more clear. It have been suggested that due to the wording “perpetrators” this may of swayed individuals judgments, therefore leading to individuals stereotyping which can influence judgements which are based on ambiguous behaviours.(Darley & Gross, 1983) Also the majority of participants were white individuals therefore this could of lead to individuals being bias towards different ethnic groups. There was much needed future investigation needed to support their claims, although their was a clear indicated that individuals stereotyped against black skin individuals when they were exposed to large amount of news tv, there was still clear evidence that black victims also had the same effect on individuals. There was concern raised as they found that individuals could have been emotional affected as they could have been sensitive to stereotype activation. 
Further research looked at the effects of social media and the effects it has on individuals perceptions of race. An experiment looked at ethnic identity and the types of media that have effected the audiences perception of criminal offences as a group to which an individual belonged to.  A total of sixty-two participants took part in the research, 42% white, 18% Asian, 8% black, 15% Hispanic, 10% mixed race and 1.6% didn’t answer. All participant were knew the researcher. Participants were randomly put into four conditions, all conditions were given a news report to read. Once completed the participants were given a six likert scale questionnaire. Questions such as, “The person in the article is hurtful?  which were measuring criminal suspects on , blame, sympathy negative feelings, and fear of an entire racial group, of the criminal. The research found that individuals were more likely to be sympathetic if they came from the same ethnic group, and others were more than likely to stereotype against other groups. It have been suggested that social identity theory has a large part to play with there findings, as its been found that the stronger an individual’s identification with a particular group, the more likely they are to try and protect both the status and interest of that group of which they are part of(Verkuyten &Brug, 2004) This study also backed up the claims made by Dixon and Linz (2000) where they found black individuals were more likely to be classed as criminals compared to white individuals. Also claims made by Entman, (1992) also found that blacks were dehumanized when being portray by the media, they found that footage that was shown over social media swayed the audiences judgement by shown the individuals in handcuffs and unwell dressed, also they found that when white people were arrested  65%  were mentioned by name, whereas when a black individual was arrested  only 39% was named, results of dehumanisation sways individuals perception and they identify blacks as being an undifferentiated group, whereas whites are viewed by individual identities. (Entman, 1994). This study have claimed to have internal validity due to the  participant being randomly being assigned to one of four conditions. However due to the history regarding race many of the participants could have been influenced, due to past experiences and media coverage they had watched. Also participants would of mislead the researcher in the questions being answered as they didn’t want to been seen or judged as being racist. Further research could have been carried out to see if different ethnic groups other than whites felt the same.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Throughout this essay it have been suggested by many researcher that media do in fact have a large part to play in the stereotyping against black individuals, which have linked them to crime.  Based on impression formation it can be suggested that individuals stereotype due to information being received.Many had found that it was due the amount of overrepresentation that swayed peoples judgements about black individuals. Also the research have found even if one individual was linked to crime the audience was more than likely to categories individuals into groups . As earlier stated crime stories take up 50% of media coverage,(Chermak, 1995) and people are often influenced by the stories they hear or see. Much of what individuals see or hear about crimes comes directly from the media, and by this reporters craft stories in a way to try and sway individuals opinions, possibly forming an unbalanced understanding. Findings show the crime news as uses grooming stimulus for race and judgements and they spread these previous findings into the area of skin tone variation. Their research suggested that past news broadcast viewings are a significant moderator of individuals judgements. Studies also found that individuals who have been exposure to long term prior crime tv, suggested that individuals have already formed judgment, so therefore by the media over presenting black individuals, this has an effect on the way individuals are viewed, which often lead to categorisation within groups and individuals stereotyping .  
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