Critically evaluate the age of criminal responsibility in England and Wales.

· Provide background information, brief rationale
The reasons for why I want to do my dissertation about this topic:
1. Heavily debated among academics
2. Has tried to be changed a few times
3. Scotland has changed their age of criminal responsibility from 8 to 12
4. I want to debate the perception that some people perceive children to be old enough to know better but not necessarily as victims to circumstances such as poverty, abuse or neglect.
5. If imprisonment as a punishment is not working, why are we not focusing more on rehabilitation
6. The perception of justice is subjective – why do we see stripping children of their rights to be protected as “justice served” for the victim/s (Compare Venables and Thompson to Silije Redergard)

· Identify the aim of your research
The purpose of this research is to:
1. Identify the age of criminal responsibility and why it should or shouldn’t be raised
2. Analyse what policies and programmes has been proven to work at preventing children from reoffending 
3. Asses public and media’s perception’s surrounding children and justice and what their opinions are concerning the age of criminal responsibility
4. Recommendations?

· Specify the objectives required to help you achieve your research aim
1. Identify why the age of criminal responsibility is an issue
2. Examine the media’s influence of how child criminals are perceived not often as victims but similarly to adults
3. Investigate alternative options for young people than imprisonment – maybe compared to other countries

· How will you carry out the research?
1. For the literature review I will use journal articles, books, academic articles and well-established trusted website pages such as government websites, local council websites and online content shared by local police branches.
2. For the primary research I will carry out research 
· Indicate if ethical issues will arise from the proposal – if so how will you address them


